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There’s more to democracy than elections

I n the recent years, social sci-
entists as well as democracy
- practioners and aid agencies have
sought to develop means of fram-
ing and assessing the quality of
democracy.
Democracies share at least one
broad , essential requirement:
the principal position of political
-~ power are filled through regular,
free and fair elections among
= competmg parties or candidates
- and itis possible for an incumbent
government to be turned out of of-
fice in those elections.
The standard for electoral de-
~,_f-mocracy is more ambiguous than
~ is often appreciated. However,

. ‘elections are only one dimension
~of democracy. The quality of a de-
‘mocracy also depends on its level -

of freedom, pluralism, justice and
accountabnhty
- Elections must be conducted
wnthm the matrix of civil liberties.
- In practice civil liberties guaran-
. teethat politlcs will be genume|y
-{*competltlve )
- ‘Before elections, all potentlal
o candldates must have the op-
_ portunity to offer themselves

' fsupport inthe b|d for deer. ln
the same tlme cutlzens must be

. equally free to obtain political
“information to move without hin- -
. drance to political meetings, and

* toopt for political associations of
/. theirchoice, . .« .
- Elections alone are nota suffl- o
_  cient condition of democracy.

We do not. wnsh to commit to

the misleadlng notion of “election”
| ‘by ignoring that the consolida--
i ,tionlof de}r?ocracy in the long rur}\1
o _- ~ involves the permanent establish- -
for offlce. fo expresstheir B OIm - ment of many other valued institu-
tions, such as control over mllltary, = :
independent legislatureand -~

courts, wabl"“ opposition partles i

voluntary assocnatlons and a free

 press. But no other democratic in- -
}-{z."stltutlon precedes electlons elther :
- intiming or |mportance Electlons_ \_

.....

sary condition of democracy.
Furthermore we apply the term

i “democratic” only to the immedi-
. ate outcome of regime transntlons

that is, to'signify whether a new

/ regime is mstalled by electoral

means
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