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Students queue up to get safe drinking water from the Impact Water Ultraviolet purlfication system. Below, Mr Mark Turgesen, Director of Impact Carbon and Impact Watsr Uganda.

Hajjati Masitula says the systemis con
venient and provides easy access to safe
water.

Anchored by affordability

Kakembo says safe drinking water s
now always available, the system s en-
ergy efficient and affordable; the costs
can be met within the confines of the
school’s budget. Cases of typhoid have
also been reduced. “Any school can af-
ford it. The barriers between those who
have the system and those who do not
is the information gap,” Kakembo adds.
This is possible because when business
commenced, Impact Water sought
a new way to make the water system
affordable for schools. It put in place
a credit facility that allows schools to
pay over a two and five year long pay-
ment plan, each child paying an average
of Shs800 per term.

Since Impact Water’s inception,
650,000 students in 1300 schools have
been able to access safe drinking wa-
ter thanks to its systems. Impact Wa-
ter is looking to expand further in in-
stitutions such as health facilities by
specifically targeting bulk sales with
non-governmental organisations and
via partnerships with school associa-
tions. For now, the company hopes to
extend safe drinking water to 1 million
children daily by the end of 2017, reach
5000 schools in Uganda by the end of
2018 and 10,000 schools globally by the
end of 2020.

“Down the road five to ten years from
now, I hope that with these meaning-
ful engagements - with school associa-
tions for example - that safe drinking
water will be expected in the school
and that when a parent takes their
child to school they know safe drinking
water will be available just like food,”
Turgesen says.
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