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2026 BEST FARMERS COMPETITION STARTS 
edition of the Best 

5 Competition  will be 
today at De Heus/Koudijs 

Animal Nutrton Plant in Njeru, 
infa district. 
The deputy ambassador of the 

Embassy of the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands in Uganda, Bouwe-Jan 
Smeding, is scheduled o preside 
over the ceremony as the chiel 
guest. 
The New Vison Foundation 

Manager, John Eremu, yesterday 
indicated that this will be the first 
time the competition is being held 
under the newly established Vision 
Initative for Sustainable Agriculture 
(VISA) framework. 
‘The VISA programme comprises a 
consortium of carefully selected four 
partners: Vision Group (sponsor 
and  implementing  partner), 
ASIGMA Capital Advisory Services 
Limited, the Strategic - Advisory 
and Research Consuling Limited 
(SARC) and EMSA Emerging 
Markets Africa, a Netherlands- 
based organisation. 
The consorium will be co- 

ordinated by the New Vision 
Foundation,  which is an 
independent charity and  social 
enterprise arm of Vision Group. 
“The compeition signals a bold 

new chapter in Uganda’s jourey 
from subsistence to commercial 
farming,” Eremu said in a statement. 
The Embassy of the Kingdom 

of the Netherlands in Kampala, 
through a four-year grant totalling 
euro Im (about sh4.148b), has 
“been an outstanding sponsor of 
the initiative. The other sponsors 
of the programme include dfeu 
Bank, KLM Royal Dutch Airlines, 
De Heus/Koudijs Nutition BV and 
Vision Group, Uganda's leading 
media house. 
Eremu said the 2026 competition 

will be under the theme: 
Farming as a Business; Growth, 
Commercialisation, ~ and ~ Co- 
operatives. 
“It will see 13 most innovative 

farmers selected through 4 rigorous 
process by an independent jury 
and will win an all-expenses paid 
wip to the Netherlands and share 
prize money totalling sh150m,” he 
revealed. 
The Best Farmers Competition 

was initiated by Vision Group in 
2014 and since its inception, it 
‘has become one of Uganda’s most 
respected initiatives for recognising 
excellence in agriculture. 
Over the past 10 editions, missing 

only one year due to the COVID-19 
pandemic lockdown in 2021, the 
competition has celebraied 124 
winners across 10 sub-regions of 
the country. 
“In 2026, the competition is going 

to be more ambitious than ever. A 
total of 13 winners will be selected: 
Ten regional winners will receive 
fin: rewards and  coveted 

+ scale commercial 

Eremu 

while three co-operatives will also 
eamn the opportunity to travel to 
the Netherlands for a firsthand 
appreciation of world-class farming 
systems,” Eremu said. 
One of the most significant 

developments in the 2026 edition, 
accordingtoEremuisthe expansion 
of the competition to include large- 

farmers  and 
agricultural cooperatives in addition 
to medium-scale and small-scale 
farmers, who have been the 
bedrock of the compeition since its 
founding, 
“The inclusion ‘of large-scale 

farmersreflects the belief that 
exposing Uganda's most capitalised 
farmers to global best practices, 
especially in the Netherlands, one 
of the world's most productive 
agriculiural  nations, will yield 
transformative _dividends for the 
sector at large,” Eremu said. 
The eligibility criteria under this 

category include: Business being 
registered in Uganda, operated 
for at least five years, meeting 
all sawtory and regulatory 
Tequirements, and certiied organic 
farmers, where applicable. 
Also,  applicants must hold 

a Uganda National Bureau of 
Standards seal, must meet all good 

Smeding 

Ten regional winners 
will receive financial 
rewards and coveted 

study trips to the 
Netherfands. 

practices, have no employment 
record of children in any of 
their production_processes, and 
should” have a robust anti-sexual 
‘harassment and exploitation policy. 
The other qualifcation 

benchmarks are; if it is a coffee 
farmer, production must comply 
with European Union regulations 
and standards, must have a 
minimum investment of $272,000 
(about shib), must be verified 
through financial records  rather 
than declarations, and have 2 high 

Otema 

‘Those in poultry should be re: 
over 50,000 chickens; dairy far 
should be producing at least 1 
lires of milk per day; while pi 
farmers should be able to br¢ 
least 2,000 piglets a year. 
The foundation ~stressed 
medium and small-scale cate 
are the backbone of the comp 
for over a decade, adding th 
remain central to the 2026 ¢ 
“These are established 1 
with proven enterprises a 
ambition to grow,” said Erel 
Uganda is home to over 

aciive  agriculural  coof 
and associations, according 
agriculture ministry. “This 
recognises their  critic 
underappreciated rolein ac 
the most stubborn challeng 
Ugandan ~ smallholders,” 
stated. 

‘The KLM country mana; 
Otema, said: “As an @ 
deeply recognise the ind 
role the farmers play. Yo 
communities, support | 
connect  cultures thre 
products you grow ar 
valuable cargo for ou 
We, therefore, remain 
to supporting _initia 

n 


