Farmers urge the gov-
emme_nt and stakehold-
ers to intervene.

BY STEVENWA NDERA

battling a severe invasion of stri- . J&

gawged,apumsiticplamﬂaathas :

drastically reduced crop yields and
now threatens food security and house- :

hold incomes across the district.

Striga, commonly known as witch- B
weed, attacks cereal crops such as :
maize, rice, sorghum, and sugarcane

ttaching itself to plant roots and si- -
phoning nutrients, leading to stunted | ¢
and poor harvests, Farmers say :

bya

grow'm’
production has collapsed despite heavy

investrnent in fertilisers, herbicides,and = £

labour

Mr Kanaginagi Ateenyi Rutindo, a s

maize and sug e farmer from Bok-
we Village, said the weed has invaded
and his crops.

“I used to harvest 10 bags of maize .
ﬁqm one acre, but since the invasion of -
striga, yields have dropped to as low as -
two bags, even after applying fertilisers -
and following recommended agronom-

ic practices,”Mr Kanaginagi said.

He added that farmers are incurring
heavy losses after investing in inputs,
only to harvest very little.

“Today, agriculture requires a lot of

money. You invest in fertilisers and her-

bicides, but because of striga, you end
up getting nothing. This is pushing

farmersinto losses, poverty, and hun-

ger,”Mr Kanaginagi said.
He added that attempts to control the

weed using non-selective herbicides |

have failed, describing striga as highly
resistant.

“We call upon scientists to research
and come up with effective herbicides
that can kill striga. Otherwise, we may
be forced to abandon agriculture al-
together, which will resuit in hunger
and extreme poverty,” Mr Kanaginagi
warned.

similar frustrations were echoed by
Mr Simon Ornara, a resident of Kasenyl
village, whose maize crop was wiped
ot jast season

«; cultivated two acres of maize ex-
pecting about 30 bags, but I only har-
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the parasitic plant known as striga.

n. Scientists say
illet and sorghum.

ps like maize, m

ested 10 because of striga.l tried spray-  fure to intervene by prm-idmg effective
i a]s,gbut all was in chemnicals and technical support.
Sugarcane farmers have alsonot been

spared. Mr John Tusiime from Pakanyi
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A worman in a maize garde
or witchweed, is a challenging weed to cro

weed ”she sa.
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