
The speakership race 
has reignited divisions 
within NRM party. 
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T opened the deep fissures with- 
in the ruling National Resistance 

Movement (NRM) party after an at- 
tempt 1o ring:fence the Speaker and 
Deputy Speaker positions for Ms Anita 
Amongand Mr Thomas Tayebwa split 
debate. 
Since then,a string of hopefuls from 

the ruling party, including Mbale City 
Woman MP-elect Lydia Wanyoto have 
thrown their hatsinthe ring. 
“The biggest problem in NRM s NRM. 

Itis not Opposition. People were fight- 
ing one another and attacking one an- 
other. In the areas that we went for 
by-elections and we lost because the 
NRM was fighting NRM.Mr Emmanuel 
'Dombo,the NRM director for informa- 
tion and publicity,said as he hosted a 
section of the party members toa victo- 
1y party in Bugisu Sub-region after the 
2026 General Election. 
Mr Norbert Mao, the Democratic Par- 

ty president-general, eyeing the posi- 
tion, recently told journalists:“NRM has 
the majority of MPs,and it is natural 
that those with numbers shapethe out- 
comes. That is why I am consulting,in- 
luding with the NRM party leadership, 
and we shalltalk openly Everything we 
domustbein theinterest of Ugandans™ 
50 what are the 10 factors that could 

decideghespeakershiprace? 
<) 

Themighty CEC 
‘TheNRM: Central Executive Commit- 

tee (CEC), which sits as the ruling par- 
ty's highest decision organ chaired by 
President Museveni, wields so much 
power that it can tilt or reverse the 
‘majority decision emerging out of the 
NRM Parkiamentary Caucus. 
Similarly,it stands as the final arbiter 

‘of any spill overs from the NRM Parlia- 
‘mentary Caucus.Speaker Amongsits at 
the CECtable,therebyallowing her eas- 
ier access to classified decisions taken 
atthatlevel 
‘However, history has shown that bit- 

ter exchanges can also cost members 
on the CEC table bitterly. This was wit- 
nessed when Speaker Among wrestled 
First Deputy Prime Minister Rebecca 
Kadaga out of her Second National Vice 
Chairperson (Female) position on CEC 
Jeadership stratain the party polls held 
lastAugust. 

Historical/precedence effect 
‘Theelection of MsKadagaandthelate 

Jacob Oulanyah s the Speaker of the 
10thand 11th parliaments, respective- 
Iyhada historicalimpact. 
‘They were both elevated to the posi- 

tion of Speaker, having served as dep- 
uties in the preceding reigns of Parlia- 
ment. 
‘The same argument was fronted to 

endorse Ms Among to replace the late: 
Oulanyzh,whodied in March 2022 But 
thiswasnot without contestation. 
Ms Wanyoto said it took discussions 

and strict adherence to the NRM party 
electoral processes to endorse Ms Kada- 
gaand Oul 
She even recounted that “when [Ed- 

ward Kiwanuka) Ssekandi did two 
he was not unopposed N~~~ 

he fight for the coveted spen 
ership position has once again 
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Emmanuel Dombo,  Norbert Mao, De- Kyaze, Chris Baryomunsi, 
NRM directorforin-  mocratic Party pro- Ministerfor ICT and 

sident-general. National Guidance 

3 NRMhasthemajo- ~ Whileelectingthe  Theycanalways be 
Thebiggest pro- rityofMPs, anditis  nextspeaker,they deployedtomany 
blemin NRM naturalthatthose  shouldlookfor other positions [for 
Itisnot Opposition.  withnumbersshape ~someonewhoisim-  example]tothe 
Peoplewerefighting  the outcomes. That.  partialand res- chairperson of the 
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Ugandans. discussit. 

contesting reely” and then peopleare satisfied and then muuwmguunmdmmmymmx, 
Individualbrillance el he cions | andhe pedyer ol by 
Mr Karim Masaba, the lawmaker of | isalsothe Minister for Informationand = SIGeffect the Industrial Division in Mbale City, Communication Technology and Na- | Pariaments Strategic Ban,publied said it matters for colleagues in Parlia- | tional Guidance,said. Iatelastyearshows that MPsin the Spe- ‘ment to pay attention to the compe- cial Interest Group (SIG) category ac- tencelevelsofagiven candidate. Regionalcard count for 31.7 percentof the total of 556 In the view of Dr Chris Baryomunsi,  Mr Mao's speakership has reawak-  lawmiakers. Kinkizi County East MP,and Ms Wan- . ened the age-old talk of sharing thena- | Specifically, this voting bloc is com- Yolo,the vetting process also provides tionalcake. posedof listening posts from the Ugan- aplatform for other candidates tomar.  Observers said the Justice and Con- | da People’s Defence Forces (UPD) et !;fl,mdm;&?nalm retalked . stitutional Affairs minister, who last | Workers lawmakers, Persons with Dis: e race. et consid- week called Ms Among an “act 
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