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and Ryan Odeke were confirmed

through post-fiortem examinations.

Thereportindicated that thechildren
died of hypovolemic shock resulting -

BY ANTHONY WESAKA
& JULIET KIGONGO

KAMPALA. The defence team in the
high-profile Ggaba daycare murder tri-
al last evening asked the High Court to
acquit the prime suspect, Christopher
Okello Onyum, arguing that he was
mentally ill at the time of the alleged
crimes.

In final submissions delivered before
Justice Alice Komuhangi Khaukha, de-
fence lawyer Richard Kumbuga main-
tained that convicting his client would
amount to finding an innocent person

guilty. 7

Mr Kumbuga anchored his argument
on Section 11 of the Penal Code Act,
which absolves a suspect of criminal
responsibility if it is proven that they
were suffering from a mental illness at
the time of committing the offence:

“This court should come to the con-
clusion that the fact that he was found
with medication at the time of arrest is
a sign that he had a mental challenge;
in case this court finds him guilty;itis
: to find an innocent person guilty,” Mr

. Muwaganya submitted wat uen. .
could be inferred from the nature of :
: the weapon—a kitchen knife—the ' cited both direct and circumstantial :
- targeted body part (neck), and the

¢ including DNA evidence linking himto :
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severity of the injuries

Kumbuga submitted.

“’I‘lusnughtbeen'oneous,anddanger-

ous to a legal profession, and worrying
to the families that have people with
such challenges,”he added.

The defence told the court that be-
tween 2016 and 2025, Okello report-
edly experienced episodes of mental
illness, including hallucinations, sui-
cide attempts, and violent behavxour
His brother, who testified as a defence
witness, said the accused had prevnous-
ly spent eight to nine months receiv-
ing treatment at Butabika National Re-
ferral Mental Hospital. Counsel further
argued that the accused suffers from
schizophrenia, a severe condition that
disrupts a person’s thinking, emotions,
and perception of reality.

The defence also relied on testimony
from Dr Emmanuel Nuwamanya,a po-
lice who told the court that in-
dividuals with intermittent mental ep-
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On participation, the prosecution :
- upon arrest, appeared aware of the mg,determmmgwh

| gravity of his actions and their potential -

evidence placing Okello at the scene,

~ actions during periods of stability.

This, Mr Kumbuga said, explains pros-
ecution evidence showing Okello car-
rying out activities such as hiring a ve-
hicle and making mobile money trans-
actions, including sending Shs195,000
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- Defence argues Okello Onyum 5
was mentallyill 7
- Alleged episodes ¢ ofmental 5.5
_ illness between 2016 and 2025.
-Drugs found. onthe accused

health detenoraj:ian
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He further told tne court viac B

. legal consequences—an mdxcatlon,

to the daycare director before the inci-
dent.

He also raised questions about the
prosecution’s case, pointing to the
lack of security guards at the daycare,
non-functional CCTV cameras at a
neighbouring building at the time of
the killings, and unclear video footage
allegedly placing the accused on aboda
boda heading to the scene.

Additionally, the defence suggested
that underlying health conditions such
as sickle cell disease due to chronic pain
and heavy medication, could contrib-
ute to mental instability.

Mr Kumbuga further questioned why

tling mental illness.
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be convicted or acqultte
counts ofmurdm: B

The children, aged between orie and
two-and-a-half years, were under the

the accused, who had been renting a :
house in Kyanja, was later found living :
on the streets, arguing that such behav- : 3
iour was consistent with someone bat- : :
Thmsdayto deliver judgment in the
When asked by the judge whether :
Okellowasmponsibleforthekiﬂmgs
i ,thedeﬁenuelawyerdedmedtogweadx- :

case,bringing to a close a trial thathas
drawn widespread public attention
over the brutal killing of four toddlers. | g;; n 1
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