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CHILDAABUSE '

Nationwide,
Children are
Increasingly
becoming
Victims of
trafficking.
Weekend
Vision unveils
the tactical
Manipulation
Involved in
child trafficking
within Uganda
"Jnd DR Congo.

BY SIMON MASABA

ey are snatched from

schools, deceived with

promises of wages they

will never see and in the
most hammowing cases, handed
over to armed rebel factions in
the battlefields of castern DR
Congo.

These are minors, majority
boys, often dragged into rebel-
linked operations and forced
labour in eastem Congo.
Among the most disturbing
panterns Weekend Vision has
learnt is the systematic sexual
exploitation of girls.

Traffickers mainly operate

through fake recruitment
._:umpanius and sodal media
job adverts specifically target
young women and girls with
promises of employment,
domestic work or modelling
Oopportunities.

Officials added that
traffickers promise jobs,
paying up 1o $2,000 (about
sh7.4m) and extract small
initial payments from families,
before disappearing with the
girls.

DR CONGO PIPELINE

While girls are
disproportionately funnelled
into sexual exploitation, boys
face a different, but equally

* devastating fate.

Derrick Basalirwa Kigenyi,
the deputy national co-
ordinator for the prevention
of trafficking in persons at the
Ministry of Internal Affairs,
says these children account
for eight out of every ten
victims in Uganda’s human
trafficking cases.

“About 80% of.these cases
involve children. These are
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GOVT RAISES RED FLAG AS TRAFFICKERS

DRIVE CHILDREN INTO DR CONGO
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West Nile sub-region

e Porous borders

eShared languages ease movement
e Hard-to-police crossing points
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AFFECTED DISTRICTS

eRoute: Northwestern Uganda to
Eastern DR Congo {
oVictims moved in groups across

the border

Uganda's trafficking pipeline: From villages to DR Congo

TARGETED VICTIMS

Children

= 'foung women & girls
for sexual exploitation

= Boys for forced labour,
rebel activities

I DR CONGOD
=Forced labour in mines

o Recruitment into armed/
rebel groups with roles in:
Wildlife trafficking
Drug trade
Logistics support
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TRAFFICKERS EMBED
THEMSELVES IN
COMMUNITIES, IDENTIFY
'VULNERABLE HOUSEHOLDS
AND CULTIVATE TRUST
BEFORE THE CRIMES.

® 61 youth rescued in Nebbi

ey

THE FARMS NO ONE TALKS ABOUT
The trafficking crisis is

not exclusively a horder
phenomenon, Kigenyi said
that victims, many of them

children, have heen raced
internally 10 large commercial
farms in western Uranda.

These operations represent
a domestic Face of 3 crime
that Uganda tos often frames
as a problem at airports and
border crossings,

Kigenyi said children and
young peaple are moved ffom
their home districts, placed
on farms under conditions of
forced labour and cut off from
family contacts.

The geographic remoteness
of some of these agricultural
operations, he added, makes
detection difficult and escape
nearly impossible for vietims
who have no money, no
phone and no knowledge of
where they are,

Kigenyi atributed the =~
persistence of this internal
trafficking circuit to weak
enforcement of labour
conditions within large-scale
agricultural enterprises.

Veronica Watsemba, @
security expert, said targeting
children from vulnerable
communities of northermn
Uganda and West Nile points
10 systemic crime.

“Convictions are not

keeping pace with the volume
= of cases. Traffickers have
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