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We must think
out of the box

Ullanda is gifted by nature. When
! comes 1o agriculture, there is
10 country as gifted with perfect
““Cather like Uganda. However,
1€ Bift is tuming into a ‘curse’ of
“O1s. Many farmers in Uganda
Ve failed used the good weather
© their advantage.
Compared 10 other countries,
8anda receives rain twice a
ar, through a period of three
onths each, The soils are still
2latively fenile, in need of a litde
Dplication of fertilisers to achieve
Aimum yields.
“lowever, the average farmer
il waits for the seasonal rains to
=t and the seasonal sunshine
harvest. Farmers still rely on
= hatural soil fertility to increase
=iryields and yet according to
Jerts, use of fertilisers increases
1ds by over 50%.
Armers have missed out on the
nefits of innovations such as
“vesting water and soil testing
ad story on page 4).
s, therefore, high time that
Ugandan farmers fully
appreciated the gift
of nature, but also
further benefit from
it by adding value
to it. We must
start seeing
this gift
of nature
beyond
what is
obvious.

shua Kato
Editor
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Farmers Inspecting the crops for bninn b

Bacterial wilt:

ny Joghul Kato

In Kabonero village, in Kyotera distia, Patrick
Bakumpe Makanga walks around his banana

plantaton with a grin.

“Even with the long dry spell, I can harvest
bunches with over 12 dlusters,” he says.

However, between the early 1990s and 20005,

it was difficult to harvest such a big bundh in
this region.

“My parents told me that the bananas were
artacked by the wilt which destroyed the
shambas.” he said.

Makanga, then a young boy, also remembers
that it was duning the same period when Masaka

was destroyed by HIV/AIDS.

“While almost every banana shamba was being
ravaged by the banana wilt, almost every family
Everest Mutyaba,
a resident of Kyotera town recalls. And just like
HIV that had no cure, Mutyaba says the banana

was losing a person to AIDS;’

wilt too did not have any cure.

According to various reports, HIV/AIDS was
first reported in Uganda and the then Masaka
district in the late 1980s.

“Inigally, we thought that it was witchcraft
meted against us by Tanzanians after some
people robbed them,” he says.

When the bananas also started suffering
ailment similar to HIV, residents again blamed
witchcraft. And as HIV/AIDS spread from Rakai
to other parts of the country, so did the banana
disease. H

What Is baterial banana wilt?

The banana bacterial wilt (BBW) disease spread
fastest in districts of south-western Uganda,
induding the then Masaka and Rakai, before
coming to Luwero, Mukono and then back to
Bushenyi and Mbarara. .

“We thought that we would never grow
bananas again,” Mutyaba says. According to the
health ministry records, at the same time, HIV
prevalence in Uganda was as high as 30%. The
statistic meant that out of a population of about
16 million people at the time, five million had
HIV.

_ How the disease Is spread

Just like HIV was transmitted through sexual

intercourse between a person infected and
one who was not, the banana bacterial wilt
was transmitted when plants came in contact
with farm tools that had been used on infected
bananas. .

According to Dr Wilb Tush e,

the head of the National Agriculture Research
Laboratories (NARL) in Kawanda and an
extensive researcher on banana diseases, the
disease is caused by a bacteria. However,
transmission of the disease is aided through
farm tools (pangas, hoes, knives and de-
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acterial wiit disease

WINNING
THE BATTLE
TOGETHER

The frult ripens before maturing

leafers) used by farmers, traders, livestock,
insects, birds and bats that feed on sap from
injured banana plants. The contaminated tools
and animals transmit the bacteria throt
injunies on roots and aerial parts of the banana
plant (suckers, bunches and fresh leaves.

Symptoms of the disease

B Leaves of the affected plants not only wither,
but also turn yellow

8 If the plant has got bananas, they stop
growing and ripen when still immature

8 Fruits show brown stains when they are cut
| A yellow liquid oozes from a cut stem and
from the male bud afier about 10 minutes

B The plants stop growing and fizzle away

® Externally, longitudinal brown strips can be
seen on the inner side of the leaf sheaths of the
plants

How to control banana wilt

Just like HIV, banana bacterial wilt is yet to get
a cure, however, there are control measures to
reduce its spread.

= Some of the measures, such as not using the
same farm tools on different bananas are similar
to those adopted in the fight against HIV. People
are advised not 1o share sharp body piercing
instruments such as razorblades.
& Use a forked stick to remove the male bud

The HIV-lie

afer the last cluster forms. Witk
you do not see disease plants then y
using tools again. y
® Destroy the sick plants by hoppin
drying. burning and burying the .“)‘g- Sun
® Use clean suckers when Planting. o
suckers can cither be tissue cultyre an
t from a clean banana shamba, ey Sucke,
not have any blackish spots aroung th‘th“l”U
the stem. o0t of
® Disinfect your farm tools before ise
measure Involves boiling as wel| 55 ‘Pr he
dipping the farm t00ls in a disinfecy; g"hng ~
which are available on the marke, DY Solg
farm tools. Hoes can spread the disca‘;’o‘ Shan:
injuries caused on the roots. It is advi\al"‘m“!'h
have a set of tools for cach block of the r)lc 100
® Animals should be kept from graziy arm,
the infected fields because they can m B in
discase from plant to plant. If possil,|
the infected part of the farm.
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The coffee wiit disease

On his farm in Kingo, Masaka distriy, g, o

Musisi, a coffee farmer walks aroung hh Chan,

plantation, occasionally gazing at Coﬂ'cc},i e

picking a leaf here and there. Sscbarg, of es,

of the farmers certified by the Ugand, Co|¥»
Development Authority (UCDA) 1o Supply e
coffec scedlings to other farmers in e cou

has been growing coffec for many years, “omry
however, he says it has not been al| plain m'|
“In the 1990s, coffee in this arca was ayiagy. M&
by what first appeared as a mysterious corr(.td
disease,” he says. At the time, Ssebarta vy ©
working at Entebbe Airport. Ssebaua is refer,
10 is the coffec wilt disease. The disease ﬁm’“ng
appeared in areas of Masaka in the carly 199,
at the peak of the HIV/AIDS scourge in the 53':1c
area. >

“It is the most deadly coffee disease 1o
antack coffee in Uganda,” Edward Lulaako,ne
Ssentamu, the UCDA regional manager for
central Uganda, says.

Just like the banana wilt, coffee wilt disease
was first seen in parts of Masaka, before jt
spread to other districts including Luwero apg
Mukono.

How It Is spread

Coffee wilt disease is caused by a fungus
(Fusarium xylarioides). Previously, the discas
only occurred sporadically in Africa, however, j,,
the 1990s it became common, sweeping acrosg
almost all coffee growing parts of the country,
Affected trees turn yellowish and the crops
wither away-in a similar manner HIV does 1
Human beings.

According UCDA, the wilt mainly affects the
native, lowland robusta variety. Since 1993, it hyg
destroyed over 13 million plants.

Uganda is the largest producer of robusta
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ry before maturing and the leaves to

ase causes the beans to di

dise
coffee Wil et and fall off

Secome yellow,

plant diseases

i jca with export figures rising to over
‘“"m‘\;i':»:‘\.ankg bags In 2016, However, at the
A he 19905 when the cofee wilt discase
end o e peak, production fell from about four
“?l?u‘on bags in 1994 to just 1.7 million bags.
anﬂcc is an important source of income to the

liholder farmers who i
% it with food crops, such as bana ¥
{::;S“grr::undnuu and shade trees. According to
UCDA statistics, nearly 10 million people in 104
districts of Uganda depend on coffee for direct
and indirect employment.

Just like the case was with HIV, the Ugandan
government has Intensified efforts towards the
containment of the disease through breeding
and provision of fi an planting materials

Colfee wilt disease has no cure, just like HIV,
however resistant indigenous varieties az
hope. According to the managing
director of UCDA, Emmanuel lllyamulemye,
there are indigenous robusta trees grown in
Kibaale Forest in southwest Uganda that have
developed natural resistance to the wilt. The
cases are being researched by experts, the same
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fees 0r 10%10) feet for robnista coffee of
arabic eoffier e and within
parallel 1o the cont
nihis before plantie
try 60 em Tomge and f

Inter-cropping coffee

Inter-crnpping helps the tartn aarn
morn (tom the same pleee of land or it
provides o shade lor young
= Parommended inter cro
Bananas and lequmes, lor-eratnple, so/a
beans, ground nuts and non-climbineg
beans;
= Loqurnes mist be confined within
the cantral two metres of the inter-row
leauing a clear 0.5 metre betuoan tham
and the colloo troe;
= Rananas aro Inter-cropped in the ratio
of one banana to lour colteo trees;
" Shade trees should be inter-planter
at a spacing of 60 toat
® Shade trees need to be with a wida
canopy, lequminous, deep rooted, quick
maturing, multl-purpose and without
thorns.

= Place about 10k, (1 tin) of manure per
plating hole;

il h
ey mixin

« the hioles two month

with the tap 5ol 1

ture in the hole 1o All it

In the middle of hole while illing
g 1

1o indicate,
" pr
cJonal coffe

shenild be done at least after four
iy days of the rain
otted curting/seed)
Tips qlven by UCDA il be done in th
tick from the planting
enaugh size 10 accommodate

e hole |
the plantlet
® Remerve the polythene bag by cutting off its

way humans who are nt to HIV are.
mple, established a high
e cultured coffee seedlings
h an aim of producing

base;

® Cut hack the tap root and remove the twisted
parts of the root system

® Place the polythene bag in the hole and

yet, farme gently pull up the polythene (now cylinder) out
farming to prevent the disease from spreading treer the top of the plant

® Caution: The used polypots should be burnt
or buried in 3 deep pit afier remval. o prevent
re-arcurrence of the disease.

The soil is then packed round i
gently pressed down around the collar of the
plant, making certain that the plant is at the
same level in the field soil as it was in the bag.
This is to avoid fungal antack that leads 1o collar
needs to grow well .

® Clear land of all tree stumps, roots and weeds 8 Warer the new plant immedia and every
that could have the disease, evening for at least four days if no available
® Mark out the field using pegs at spacing of ® Provide shade to the newly planted plantlet
3x3 metres for robusta coffee and 2.4 metres for  using bamboo or tree branches,

Practices to combat cotfee wilt

™ Plant coffee on gently sloping land and avoid
very steep slopes to prevent the spread of the
ase through soil erosion,

Select deep, fertile, well-acrated and freely
draining soils with and texture and rich in
organic matter, because that is what the coffes

lant and

\/ 5

The Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries (MAAIF) through the
Uganda Coffee Development Authority (UCDA) appreciates the interest of the private
sector in coffee seedlings' propagation in an effort to achieve the Government's
strategic objective of planting 300 million coffee seedlings per year and thereby
contribute to attainment of 20 million bags per year target envisioned in the Coffee
Road! recently hed by His Excell the President.

While the private sector has responded well to the Government's call to increase
planting material, many coffee growing districts have not done enough to mobilize
and guide the population to take advantage of this intervention which is aimed at

i and ting wealth at Id level. Under Operation Wealth
areation,: t has provided funding for pi of coffee seedlings for
farmers. Therefore, | appeal to the political and civic leaders as vyell as Extension
staff in areas suitable for growing coffee to mobilize the populatmp to engage in
coffee enterprise. Coffee has a good price and its global demand is projected to
continue increasing in the next few years. Furthermore, coffee is the number one
export commodity for Uganda, and individuals with land suitable for coffee growing
are encouraged to plant coffee.

There is still a lot of potential for coffee production in the traditional coffee gmwing
areas of Central, Eastern, and South Western Uganda. Furthermore, this is to
guide the general public that for long term sustainability of the coffee enterprise,

UCDA

'PRESS RELEASE
COFFEE SEEDLINGS PRODUCTION AND INTENSIFICATION OF COFFEE PLANTING IN COFFEE GROWING DISTRICTS

Uganda's Robusta coffee production strategy is shifting towards planting the Coffee
Wilt Disease Resistant (CWD-R) lines developed by the National Coffee Research
Institute (NaCORI).

In addition, the Government has taken deliberate steps to expand coffee production
in non-traditional coffee growing areas of Northern Uganda and West Nile to exploit
the untapped potential of fertile and available land.

The Government, in collaboration with development partners, is supporting coffe
replanting, rehabilitation and fertilization to improve production and productivit
Individuals / farmer groups interested in establishing coffee plantations, are advist
to seek technical guidance from UCDA on areas with high potential for cofi
production.

It has been observed that peri-urban districts of Wakiso and Kampala do not t
enough absorption capacity for the coffee seedlings raised therein. Nursery operz
in these districts are therefore advised to consult UCDA for guidance on re-loc=
to districts with potential for coffee seedlings absorption. UCDA wiill contin
train interested coffee farmers in the new coffee growing regions in good ¢
nursery practices to raise quality coffee seedlings. Individuals in Kampala cit
its environs who are interested in agriculture, are advised to liaise with KC=
quidance on short term high value crops suitable for these areas.
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Vincent Bamulangaki Ssempijja (MP)
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE, ANIMAL INDUSTRY AND FISHERIES
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