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Activists urge
RMto des?st

from targeting

critical reporting

BY EPHRAIM KASOZI
ekasozi@ug.nationmedia.com

KAMPALA. i

hie B g:mal} nggt}:ﬁefenders
ment to desi il

t to desist from targeting critical
and mdepgndent reporting of politi-
cal campaigns in the run up to the
Fe'?'hrl;a;y t118, %:neml election.

ctivists, under Human Ri

Network for Journalists-UIg{;gnl:iti
(HRNJ-U), said yesterday that they
are distressed by the NRM complaint
lodged before the statutory Media
Council over a Daily Monitor news-
paper story.

; E_[‘he story attributed to the oppo-
sition Forum for Democratic Change
(FDC) presidential candidate, Dr
Kizza Besigye alleges that the NRM
government has been the most cor-
rupt since independence.

Mr Robert Ssempala, the national
coordinator of HRNJ-Uganda, said:
“The media play a very crucial role
in entrenching a systematic and pro-
gressing democratic society, and,
therefore, there is need to ensure a

conducive working environiment, -

most importantly as they cover this
political campaign.” " 25
In a statement issued last Friday,
Mr Ssempala said the _.complaint
by the NRM is devoid of merit and

substance, sol ed to stifie
intimidate and silence the Daily
Monitornewspaper and gihe( me_dla
houses from ing their obligation
of delivering information without
fear or favour.

On February 9, the Legal Depart-
ment of NRM petitioned the edia
Council over the Dai yMomtorstory
published on February 5 under the
tittle: “ most compt govern-
ment - Besigye” in WhtiIChtD‘{ i};ecs;gisl{le

uoted alleging that, s :
ik re is 0 govepm’l,en
on as corrupt as LS.
th%'th};asnﬂmgb'e - arty accuses the news”
paper of “false, reckless and exagger”
ated unfair reporting by a newspa‘
pgr.” ¢ said the role of
But Mr gsempala SAC LT Cong

‘ I3 2. m . t
- e Dy Momtorral’ ?n a pluralistic

mediain gener: i
:ggiet'y‘, is not only to repgrr:y wg;a;nl!s’
favo'urable to the ngparl 8

i anl
other P ollt'lcfllte & formation Which
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ely intended to stife, -
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