EDITORIAL

Govt should improve
health workers welfare

his paper yesterday carried a story that many heglth
workers deployed to rural health centres in the dis-
tricts of Ntungamo, Mbarara,

Sheema, and Kahale
have difficulty getting a roof over their heads.
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There is virtually no accommodatlot} for the'm a
work stations, A random survey by Daily Monito; found

that while many health personnel live ogt.side their wqu
places, those who stay within health facilities have to im-
provise,

Sadly, the health workers’ pr

only the named districts. Across the country, the mtqation
at public health centres is more or les§ the same, Whlle
some healthcare givers resort to sharing space with pa-

edicament is not isqlated to

tients in the wards, others squegze
The issue: into any available rooms, turn kitch-
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e, sleep in garages or
sleep in the outpatient wards after
Our view:

which they folq their bedding in the
e government mornings before work begins.
::d gther relevant The danger W1th _subjecth}g. health
bodies should as workers to poor living conqmons
; & has far-reachmg Tepercussions not
matter o 'agency:, only on the medics, but also on pa-
prioritise 'Mproving tients and the entire health sector.
the welfare of First, lack of accommodation for
health workers, health workers partly points to the
Yoot of poor health Services delivery,
, late reporting to work Stations, and early clo-
Sure of the health fac

ilities. It also leads to theft of medi-
Cines and equipment, To ensure effe

ctive delivery of health
Services in the country, the welfara challenge healthcare
-givers face must be addresseq
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dand vibrant healty per-
sonne] sh(?uld be its next focus,
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time, among othey things, ¢ Rl

ere is algo heed for the 8Overnment tq reinstate Pri-
mary Healt} Care fundg it Withdrey years ago anq the
money he yseq to builq houseg for healty staff,
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