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Schedule. The 2026 schools calendar opens wnth 
the Elite Games at Janan SS Bombo from February 
26 to March 1. Ball Games | will follow at Seroma 
Christian HS, Mukono, from April 29 to May 9, be- 
fore the National Boys' Football Finalsin Lira. 

rural areas and documentation 
checks were weak. Talented 

| playerscouldremainin second- 
1 2015, Kigezi High School | ary school for unusually long. 
stunned Buikwe Giants Ri- | periods. Some repeated classes 
sah Standard 42 on penal- | strategically to remain eligible 
tiesduringthe Copa Coca-Co- | for competitions. Tournaments 

IaSchools Cup in Hoima. Their | suchas Copa Coca-Colaand Air- 
goalkeeper, Gerald Ssentayi, tel Rising Stars were frequently 
‘was the hero denying Isaac Og: | dogged by accusations of “mer- 
wangin the shootout and pull- ~ cenaries where older players 
ingoffastring of saves thatleft | are drafted in to deliver.tro- 
the crowd in awe.But Kigezidid | phies. Over time, the schemes 
ot advance.Ssentayi was ruled | grew more sophisticated. Fake 
ineligible. 
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National Identification Num- ineli 
Investigations later revealed | bers (NINS), altered UNEB re- 

that the goalkeeper wasalleged- | cords, and leamers re-sitting 
y Tomkara.aformer studentof | Primary Leaving Examinations 
Jinja $5, who had impersonat- | under new identities became 
edanother player tofeaturefor | partof the playbook. Winning 
Kigezi Beforeadisciplinary pan- | brought prestige, sponsorships, 
el,and even in the presence of | and in some cases scholarship 
his former teachers, he denied | opportunities,incentives that 
being Ikara. The incident be- | pushed some schools to bend 
came ane of the mostinfamous | therules. 
examples of age and identity | Now, the Uganda Secondary 
fraud in Ugandan schools'foot- | [ = 
ball Morethana decadelater,as | p 
another schools sports season 
ol e viceremains butis | 
faceischanging. 

Crudetricks 
“Age cheztinginvolves deliber- | 
ately misrepresenting a player's 
trueageusing lsified birth cer- 
tificates,national IDs, passports 
orschool documents Infootball, | 
itusually means older players | 
‘competing in junior categories 
togainaphysical advantage. 
In Uganda, the problem | 

thrived for years inan environ- | 
‘ment where birth registration 
‘was inconsistent, especally in | 
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“Cheating sesmstobo part of 
human nature and worsa in age- 
catogory football. Many schools 
wanttowinatallcosts and do 
everythinginthoir means to 
feldineligible playors,” Mugisha 
said. Ho rocallsa school that 
presonted playersclaimed 
boaround 14years old, yotby 
physical appearance seemed 
over20. 
“We have now separated minors. 
from U20 competitions. One 
cannot playUZO until they 
areatleast 16. Minors now 
need parental consent. Andif 
youareaminorbut physical 
appoaranco makesyou oldor, 
we shallnot allow youto play,” 
he said. Fightingago fraud s 
not without danger. A TikTok 
content creator, Champ Kaddo, 
‘who gained attention for 
exposing suspected overago 
playors ahoad of thisyoar's 
championships, was reportedly 
arvestod, highlighting tho risks 
whistloblowers face. 
Kennedy Mutenyo, aformer 
memberofthe National 
Organising Committee of 
the Copa Coca-ColaSchools 
tournament, believes impartial 
anforcomentis critical. 

How schools are changing tactics 
of age-chealting in schoools games 

Sehools Sports Association (USSSA) 
saysit has had enough. 
Beginning February 2026, students 

under 16 will be barred from com- 
peting in senior competitions. The re- 
forms align with the National Sports 
Actand are backed by the Ministry of 
Education and Sports. 
New age categories; U15, U17 and 

U20, have been formalised. Registra- 
tion now requires official birth certif- 
icates,NNs and Learner Identification 
Numbers (LIN). An online athlete reg- 
istration system. introduced in 2025, 
cross-checks details and tracks player 
histories. 
'USSSA president Justus Mugisha has 

‘repeatedly vowed to rid competitions 

ofoverage players. 
“This beautiful Act has relieved us 

‘ecause our schools have been get- 
tingpeoplewhoare over ageand cheat 
their agesto 13 while they are having 
‘beads.This year those people are tech- 
nically out of our competitions. and 
they will have to wait until they are 
16, Mugisha said. 
USSSA chief executive officer Chris- 

topher Mugisha believes technology is 
tiltingthe balance. 
“The introduction of an online regis- 

tration system for all student athletes 
will curb the problem.”Mugisha said. 
Under Section 69 of the National 

Sports Act 2023, falsifying age or iden- 
tityin sportsis a criminal offence pun- P 

ishable by up to 10 years'i 
mentor asubstantial fine. 

Sanctions bite 
The association has begun o 

the stick. Last year, St Andrers 2 
Gombe High School and frgal 
High School were banmed for 
from USSSA football tourniarn 
“Tornr Tewrn College vrill 
ipate in U20 football tovrnarmer, 

pension from U20 7ollezball 
‘The offences ranged from 

ing and fielding ineligi 
document forzery and mi 
For USSSA, the me 3 

phies won through fraud - 
stand. 

The broader contart 
Age fraud i not unique 

istration s 
pressures have 
tions vulnerable. 
“The pursuit of scholarship: 

sional contracts, and national 
fuels the temptation. 
In football, the issue has hiss 

Iy overshadowed youth d 
pathways. The Federation of Uz 
Football Associations (Fufz) 
Iy experimented with MRI sc 
youth leagues—an expen: 
essary verification methor 
from Fifacompetitions. 
Other disciplines have taken n 
Uganda Athletics Federati 
have described age fraud 
comparable o doping,one that 
mines fir play and blocks genuine 
‘ent from progressing. 
Beyond regulations and b 

cheating carries deeper conseq 
Younger athletes face p! 

competingagainstmore: 
nents.Cenuine talents lose opp 

“many young players can: 
pete adequately because old: 
blocktheir progress "youth coac 
rod Kinturoted. 
For those involved in fraud, care 
can collapse overnight. Tit 

tions Under the new L.t 
prison. 
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