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Mukono
rejects
radioactive

waste site

Residents of Kitoba village in Mu-
kono District have opposed plans
by the Uganda Atomic Energy
Council to constructa nuclear and
atomic waste site in the area.

The residents fear the dump for
non-fu nctional atomic equip-
ment, including X-rays and cancer
machines, will compro
safety.
Already, the residents at Canaan
Sites are suspicious of a container
that has been standing on the 1.5
acres of land acquired by the AEC
in2011 at Shs460m.

But AEC executive secretary
Deogratias Luwalira told the
residents that the Energy ministry
acquired the land to implement 2

five-year master plan.

He told the residents at Kichwa
Primary School in Mpoma during @
community awareness meeting on
Sunday that the Energy ministry
acquired the land to build AEC
headquarters, staff accommoda-
tion, laboratories, atomic/nuclear
storage facility, and sports fields.
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Safety
“The equipment to be kept here

has no safety hazards.

The store will have a safety case
that will be operated in a safe
manner,” Mr Luwalira said.

He said radioactive wastes aré cur-
rently scattered in different parts
of the country and needed to be
se(_:ured in one central location.
Mr Luwalira said the radioactive
source recently removed from the
old cancer machine remains at
Mulago due to lack of a secure
storage facility in the country.
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