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The presidents addressed a joint
news conference at Mongomo Hotel,
lrn \s‘llqu\ Mu\‘r\\-nl commended
“quatorial Guinea for using its finite
resources 1o build durable development
infrastructure and enhance  human
resource development, saying African
products have heen used 1o add value
lnnlhc African people.

'I congratulate  President  Obiang
I\guqna on the right decision of not
wasting gas by flaning it. He took a
decision that it is madness to destroy
part of your natural resource. All the
£as must be used by liquefying for sale
or for electricity,” Museveni said.

The MOU committed Uganda and
Equatorial Guinea to participating
in the hydrocarbon events, starting
with the upcoming third Uganda
Intemational Oil and Gas Conference
scheduled for next month.

The two heads of state swore to
share knowledge and experiences
in the ol and gas indusiry and each
pledged 1o appoint an ambassador to
the other’s country, as a comerstone to
strengthening co-operation.

Museveni and Obiang directed
their respective ministers to boost co-
operation between the two countries,
by operationalising the framework
agreement on economic, cultural,
scientific and technical co-operation
signed in Kampala on April 26.

President Obiang was a guest in
Uganda between April 26 and 27 in
the same spirit of working together in
the oil and gas industry.

Museveni's personality hailed
Obiang said the quality of the person
of Museveni is a rare and yel great
quality for the African contnent and
humanity.

“President Museveni is a very good
leader, a pan-Africanist, who looks
out for the sovereignty of the people
of Africa. Without the intention of
minimising other leaders on the
continent, we need more leaders with
the qualities of President Museveni to
pacify Africa,” Obiang noted.

The praises coincide with the highest
honour of the country, the Great Collar
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of Independence Award that the
people of Equatorial Guinea presented
1o President Museveni when he arrived
for the visit on Friday.

Obiang said while there are many
pitfalls, it is important to learn and
agree with exploration companies (o
avoid selling cheaply.

Oll Is not a curse

Obiang demystified the rhetoric that

the oil resource is a curse to Africa by

explaining how it has turned a least

developed Equatorial Guinea into one

of the top three on the continent.
President Obiang said the ugly term,
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President Musevenl (left) and hls entourage after being recelved by Bishop Monsignor Juan Domingo-Beka Esono Ayang at the Basilica of
Mongomo In Equatorial Guinea on Sunday. PPU photo
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‘President Museveniis avery good leader
and apan-Africanist who looks outforthe
sovereignty of the people of Africa. We need
moreleaderswith his qualities to pacify

Afl’lCa ”Presldent Oblang

‘curse’ is only used by exploiters and
that oil is biack gold and cannot be
referred to as a curse.

“Like honey, oil and gas atracts all
and sundry. Petroleum or black gold
is never going to be a curse. How can
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a curse bring so much transformation
and development to a nation? Only
those seeking to have the wealth for
themselves wish that it is a curse for
others,” he explained.

President  Museveni  hailed  the
people of Equatorial Guinea for
conserving their natural forests, which
he described as gold mines that attract
a high value in tourism.

He described the country as the
cradle of Banmism, saying West
Africa is where Banw go for African
pilgrimages in regard to heritage and
language.

Meanwhile, Museveni also joined

prayers led by Bishop Juan Domingo-
Beka Esono Ayang at the couniry’s
largest church, the Basilica of the
Immaculate Conception of the Virgin
Mary.
The Basilica of Mongomo is currently
the largest religious building in Central
Africa and the second largest Catholic
Church throughout Africa, afier the
Basilica of Our Lady of Peace in Ivory
Coast.

Initally, President Yoweri Museveni
was taken on a tour of Equatorial
Guinea “City of the Future” to which
the country is shifting its capital from
Malabo.

The city complete with transport,
education  and  administrative
infrastrucrure is located in Wele-
Nzas, between the cities of Bata and
Mongomo and only 20km away from
the new Mongomeyen Airport.

President Museveni thanked his
host for arranging a working tour
for his delegation that saw him visit
various oil and gas projects, mariime
ports, recreational parks and the
infrastructure development in the new
city of the future in Djibloho.
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