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Mad dash
for catch

Youth catch fishin
Limoto-Mpologoma
wetland In Kibuku
District recently.
The most caught s
madfish, which goes
forabout Shs2,000
each. Many have,
however, abandoned

school for the activity.
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Works on Malaba port stall
seven years after launch

Stagnant. President Museveni had in
2010 indicated that the project would be
completed in two years.

BY JOSEPH OMOLLO
editorial @ug.nationmedia.com

TORORO. The construction of the
much-anticipated Malaba Dry Inland
Port has stalled, seven years after it
was commissioned by President Mu-
seveni.

The construction of the port would
ease traffic and address the many
challenges faced by Ugandan import-
ers at the Mombasa port.

The new undertaking would also
improve business efficiency and en-
hance job creation.

In 2010, President Museveni offi-
ciated at the ground-breaking cere-
mony for the construction of the port
on a 250 acre piece of land in Malaba

Town Council. During the ceremony,
the President, accompanied by then
Deputy Speaker of Parliament Re-
becca Kadaga, said the project was to
be completed in two years.

GreatLakes Ports Limited, aKenyan-
based company, the main proprietor of
the port, was supposed to undertake
its construction as well as manage its
operations on completion,

The port, if completed, would serve
as a storage facility for containers of
imports destined for Uganda, Rwanda,
Burundi, Sudan and eastern DRC.

It was expected to greatly decongest
the port at Kilindini, Mombasa and cut
down the time it takes for shipping a
container from Mombasa to Tororo.

But seven years later, there is no
single development taking place at
the site.

Mr George Alfred Obore, the for-
mer Malaba Town Council mayor,
says they are disappointed that the
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Theinland port
islocated on 210
acres in Malaba
Town, close to
the Kenya border.
Thisis about 14
km, east of Tororo
Town.

project has failed to kick off. “We are
indeed extremely disappointed with
the government and the investor,” he
says, adding that it seems the Presi-
dent duped them with a non-existent
project.

Mr Obore says the project, if com-
pleted, would offer more than 50,000
jobs and also ease business.

“It’s a total shame because this
was an ideal project that we had wel-
comed with one heart, only to end up
being frustrated,” he says.

He adds that the land where the
port was scheduled for construction
has been turned into gardens, open
toilets and bathrooms for truck driv-
ersand adenof thieves where several
revellers are waylaid at night. .

Mr Isa Kalami Asa, the Malaba
Town Council chairperson, says they
have petitioned the President’s office
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briefly

Suspects escape lynching

KAMULI: Two suspected thieves last
week survived death after an angry mob
descended on them for allegedly stealing
a goat. Hamis Matovu and Hamisi Baga-
ga of Kitayunjwa village reportedly stole
Bessie Nairuba's goat as she answered
nature’s call in a nearby bush. The resi-
dents, who were alerted by Nairuba's
alarm, responded by beating up the duo
until the police arrived. Kamuli District
Police Commander Collins Kyasimire
blamed the suspects for lacking ‘parent-
ing and guidance’. [Sam Opio Caleb)

Dog kills pupil

BUYENDE: A suspected rabid dog
last Friday claimed the life of Gerald
Kagaba, a Primary One Pupil of St Kiz-
ito Nambula Primary School in Buyende
District. According to sources close to
the deceased's family, after the dog
bite, parents chose to treat their son
with herbal medicine before taking him
to Kamuli Mission Hospital where he
died. “Government should equip health
centres with rabies vaccines to save
lives,” said Mr James Isabirye, a resi-
dent. [Sam Opio Caleb]
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Works on Malaba port stall
years aftercommissiomn
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