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ptervention. Community

pmbers have started an
mumtlvo to support parents
who cannot afford sending
yheir children to some of
the privately-owned early
jparning facilities in Ngora
pistrict. Parents are obliged
yo provide firewood and

water for preparing porridge
for the children.

BY RICHARD OTIM
editorial®ug natisnemadia corn

NGORA. Moru-Irion Village in Ngora
gub-county, Ngora District is located
qnear Nyero rocks, a 10-minute ride
coutheast of Kumi, on the Ngora-
corere highway.

““irhe local community s less vi-
rant economically with many of the
‘N.:chnl(ls Inrgply dependent on
\w<istence farming.
rhere is, however, an allure of
opelessness in the village, one of
many parts of Teso sub- region that
pore the brunt of previous insurgen-
ces and are struggling to recover.
«It's like many people here have
jost hope inlife. They don't care about
the future and only mind about what
|ht‘.\'wi" have toeat for !he day," says
Mr Gilbert Osujo, a resident and re-
tired primary §chool le.jcher.

Indulgence in excessive consump-
ion of alcohol is the order of the day
by mainly the youth with high cases
of child neglect and domestic vio-
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lence.

“A bigger part of the burden to
fend for the families has been left to
womenas themen spend much of the
day gambling and drinking alcohol,”
says Mr Francis Egunyu, the Ngora
pistrict community development of-
ficer. "

Mr Egunyu says during the recent

rolonged dry spel],. several house-
holds across the district suffered
adverse cffects resulting from food
shortage that forced many parents to
remove their children from schools
citing lack of money to buy uniforms
and books.

There is general low farm produc-
vty and high household poverty
since many men have relegated their
responsibﬂideg to women.

This, according to Mr Sam Ocung,
the Ngora District education officer,
has affected the et.iucanon. dreams
of many children in food-insecure

homes.

Low leaming interest .

Mr Ocung says early learning for
children in the district is seriously
deficient and partly the reason for
lack of interest in education by the
children even when they eventually
enrol under the Universal Primary
Education programme.

According to a United Nations Chil-
dren’s Fund 2014 study on the status
of out-of-school children across the
country, 50 per cent of infants aged
petween three and six in eastern
Uganda could not enrol for school
due to poverty.

The report indicates that paverty
stands out as a major reason limit=
ing children from poor families from
enrolling in school.
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Ngoramothers start self-help
initiative to drive early leaming
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Community-led initiative. A women's group at Moru-Irion Village in Ngora Sub-county during thelr weekly savings sch i
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children for early leamning as wellas support their nutrition. proto By RICHARD OTIM

age children, particularly those ready
to enrol for early learning, failed to
80 to school in Moru-Irion Village
mainly because their parents could
not raise the school requirements,
including fees,

This propelled some community
members to start a community-led
Intervention to enable poor parents
who cannot afford sending their chil-
dren to some of the privately-owned
early learning facilities in the area.

“We have had to guide members
of this community, especially the
women to adapt childhood devel-
opment challenges with self-help
oriented solutions such as savings
scheme and vegetable growing for
sale,” says Ms Beatrice Okello, a vol-
unteer educationist working with
local mothers at Moru-Irion to help
them start their own Early Childhood
Development (ECD) centre.

20,000

AMOUNT OF MONEY THAT

EVERY CHILD IS CHARGED

AT THE EARLY CHILDHOOD
DEVELOPMENT CENTRE

/
She'says 40 children aged between

Each of the children is expected to
contribute Shs20,000 through their
parents for running of the facility.

“Those guiding children at the
learning centre just volunteer and are
only provided with subsistence token
because what is raised from the fees,
for now, cannot be adequate for their
salaries as well,” says Ms Okello.

The chairperson of the mothers’
group which is spearheading the ECD
centre, Ms Rose Akol, says the atti-
tude by many parents towards their
obligations at the facility is still poor,
especially towards collecting water
and firewood used to prepare por-
ridge for the children.

Single mothers and widows

According to Ms Akol, many of the
childrenattending instructions at the
centre come from families of single
mothers and widows.

“We came up with the idea of start-
ing this learning centre for our chil-
dren because many of us could not
afford to send our children to the pri-
vate nurseries,” Ms Akol says.

Ms Frances Atim, chairperson of
the women’s group that has started
the Aica ECD in Ngora, says despite
being required to pay only Shs20,000,
many parents still find it hard.

She says some fathers have also not
been cooperative towards supporting
them in ensuring that requirements
at the early learning centre are ad-
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to enrol their

“It's like many “We came up with Ms Sharon Akurut, a volunteer at
peopleherehave  theldeaofstarting  the early project, says many of the
lost hope in life. this learning children in the first stage of learning
I::;In d‘nhv:t h‘:lr;e m: ’f‘or our are ?gﬁd five _zmg:ibove. gakxbnlgttthhei?
oy mwdush cw:“ld eligible to join Primary One it they
iy Al they  notaffordtosend  CANNOt because their parents are un-
willhavetoeatfor  ourchildrentothe  able to pay for the required fees.
the day,” private nurserles,” A committee of nine parents has
GILBERT OSUJO, ROSEAXOLPARENTS  Deen constituted to help with the
RETIRED PRIMARY CHAIRPERSON running of the early learning centre
SCHOOL TEACHER which envisages acquiring their own
land for a more specious facility.
“Abigger part of “Parents are required to contrib-
z‘:&‘i’,”:&:g"‘d A w Wlem ute firewood and water every week
hasbeniett st 0L IEY S0 s o preparing
womenasthemen  thatoutofevery POl Coc fOF thechildren,
spendmuchofthe 10 children old i
day gambling and enough to enrol for
drinking alcohel,” earlyleaming,only ~ Support
FRANCIS EGUNYU, three do actually Ms Akurut says the centre is being
ggam mfrrvum ;olw\eh ngursery supported by ACH360, a volunteer
MUN| scl r media-led organisation which is guid-
gg}[ﬁlfu;um ::\:z::\zlz ing them on capacity development to
e run the project on their own.
_ early learning A representative of ACH360, Mr
'We have had to covites thart John Robarts Okiror, says their sup-
?12:1& bl:ﬂr;""‘"'\kv are not profit- porttothe community is only limited
especiallywomen  O'iented” to technical guidance and helping
toadaptchildhood  JOHNROBARTS themwithadvocacy and lobbying for -
development OKIROR, possible funding to the initiative,
challenges with REPRESENTATIVE . “Asurvey we carried out last year
self-helporiented  OFACH360,A indicates that out of every 10 children
solutionssuchas ~ YOLUNTEERMEDIA-LED  old enough to enrol for early learn-
savinns schema ORGANISATION inm anhir thune de sekeall - - 01

iings help b
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we would like to have at the learning
centre but what comes from our male
partners in fees is so little,” she says.
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