FARMER'S SAY >
4 By Michael J, Ssall

Do we need new
coffee varieties?

he Seeds of Gold magazine

last week releasgd news that

the National Agricultural Re-
search Organisation 'in collaborat;or_\
with breeders at National Coffee Re
search Institute (NaCORI), Kltuuz%
in Mukono District, had introduce
new robusta coffee varieties that are
resistant to the dreaded Coffee Wilt
Disease (CWD). :
The yield potential of the new variet-
ies was also said to double that of
the current varieties. The magazine
further revealed that so far small-.
holder farmers have been harvesting
between 10 and 15 bags per acre of
the current varieties against 50 bags
per acre, the yield potential of the
new varieties, 1

This is however not the first time
that our researchers have come up
with improved robusta coffee variet-
ies,

Inthe 80s they developed some six
high-yielding cloned robusta coffee
varieties. Only a few years ago the
same research organisations devel- -
oped CWD tolerant robusta coffee
varieties,

Itis good practice for a country
like Uganda to hreed Crop varieties
that are suited o its specific climate
and crop management systems in

order to develop a unique national

erop that can be branded and mar-
keted as such,

Uganda is gifted with favourable
coffee farming conditions and re-
search institutions are mandated
to develop improved varieties and
disease control techniques,

However, according to the re-
cently released Uganda National
Coffee Strategy (UNGS) document
(2015/16 ¥ 2019/20), the CWD epi-
demic which firgt emerged in 1993
has destroyed 56 Per cent of Robusta
trees in the coyn A

This big 1oss and other factors

Fhat involve planting of joy; qual-
1ty varieties

Our pationgl target according the

€ Our annya] Produc-
ags in the next five

Years. The plap for achieving thjg
target mclpdes planti more coffea
trees_ and increageq field extension
Services to farmers,

Most Surprisingly, howevyer the
Coffee varjgtieg being given oﬁt
to farmerg under such Projects ag
y}\{e?lgh Cgeation are not the
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