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[ am the life of the party.
[ bring vibes - Tony Otoa

Ever wondered what Tony Otoa does away from the office suits, limelight and
Execo meetings? Who he would invite on his boys trip or which song he se--
cretly dances to while on the grill? We get personal and a little nosy with the
UNOC head of corporate affairs; a man who loves to barbecue, travel and live
life. A random chat about random things in his life.

BY GLORIAHAGUMA

rst off, happy belated birth-
day, Any chance we are get-
ting invited to a BEQ cele-
bration?

Thank you. I will be celebrating twice
this year; one in the summer and an-
other in December, so there is a high
chance you could score yourselfl an in-
vite,

If luseke was your new hustle, who
wouldbe your first target?

Definitely a very good friend who al-
so just turned 45 and is about to have
his NSSF paid out. 1 will not mention
names, but he will know when he reads
this. Hahaha.

What is more satisfying; a perfect-
ly timed media statement or that
firstbite of well-smoked meat?
The first bite of well-smoked meat,
hands down. There is so much atten-
tion that goes into it, the taste, the fla-
vours, the juices, That cannot compare
toamediastatement.

Be honest, are you better
at handling a media cri-
sis or rescuing a batch of §
overcooked ribs?

Rescuing the ribs. With
media, you never quite
know where things are go-
ing. But with a grill, you
can manage the fire and
bring things back under
control.

Ifyour grill could talk,
what would it say
about your leader-
shipstyle?

It would say I am
a meticulous, serv-
ant-style leader. I
like doing things
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was assigned to cover a briefing at Bank
of Uganda, T was not an Econnmics re-
porter, and Istruggled to get the right
soundbyte from the late Governor Em-
manuel Mutebile. 1 ended up crafting
astory that was not quite what he had
said, and it ran on the radio the whole
day.I realised later that I probably was
not the best fit for covering this.

One song that must play while you
grill?
Murder She Wrote by Chaka Demuis
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You are given ono month to take
over Balimwozo's seat. What is tho
first "small small" Kampala prob-
lemyouwould fix?

Orpanising boda bodas and improv-
ingroad discipline. As abiker,oneof the
biggest challenges we face is how bodas
operate on the road. :

Your *musummerboy” is intown
- and you have one night to show
. them real Kampala nightlife.

Where does it start and how does

itend?

We would start at my kafunda near

- home for a few drinks, then head to
. Bandali Rise for the full Kampala night-
! life experience. 1f Club Guvnor was still
! open, we would end the night there
© withsome good oldies.

' If you could invite any three peo-
. ple, dead or alive, to your BBQ,
- whois onthe guest listand whois
. banned from touching thegrill?

My late father would definitely be

+ there.I would also invite Thomas San-

- kara, just to have those deep conver-
| sations about liberation and ideals.
' Then my friend Conrad would come
+ through, but he is banned from touch-

ing the grill. He only knows burgers and

would mess things up.

-'.Pick one: A fully paid road trip
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Which comos firat in yo,,,
the perfect headlino or th, "
marinade? P,
Professionally, the perfeey )
For instance, a few weeks ap, 7
recognised as the hml-pr.'rﬁjr,,,;."' {
istry Department Agency,ar | .,,‘_: '
big moment that was worth e,

Have you evar used your
skills toimpress agirl?

Of course. My wifie,

ey

__Onethingyour colleaguas vy, |
surprised to loarn about yg,,, 1‘1
intarviow. nl

Lactually D1t is something .
vately in my free time. oy

Diplomats, oxecutives, M,
‘astubborn piece of briskat;
thatoughestaudionce? )

The media. They will keep askir,,
tions,and you have to keep respop,

Ugandans vs Kenyans on .,

* hassharper clapbacks?
Kenyans,definitely It is like the,
ways loaded and readhy i

Youaro planning the ultimatap,
trip. Which MP are you invi ting i
thevibes?

. gent,s0 it would be amix of argun .
and good vibes.

' When men say “let’s see hoy, y,
week goes,”isthat genuing or jus
polita“no™®

It is 50/50.Sometimes it 1s abo
gling responsibilities, but other
is a softer way of saying no withou; |

~ appointing someone.

Whatisyourbiggest X pet peeye?

People who troll, especially any: -
that leans toward violence. Ljust s+ |
past.

OneGen Z habit youwould fullg..
brace?

— —Travel. They are young, free, and |-

ex‘plmu' 1g,lwuu]d definitely be part ¢
- that,and 1 still am. I am actually pl,
_ ningto get back on the road in my car -
| ervansoon.

. In your friend group, are you th:
' planner, the late one, or the on:
' who disappears when the bi|
comes?

1 am the life of the party. 1 bring th:
vibes,

cross Africa with your boys ora
cook-offwith Bobby Flay?

A road trip with my boys, definitaly
would still get to do plenty ufm“

aleng the way, just with more
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