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By Michael J, Ssali

How we can save
coffee scientifically

narticle by Alex Scott pub-
5 A lished in the newsletter, Chem-

feal & Engineering News: last

month indicated that the end of cof-
foe is nenr due to climate change and
disease unlogs o quick fix is made,

Another artielo title: “Why we
should kenetieally madify coffen
hy Rogs Pomeray published in Real
Clear Selence indicated that rising
lemperatureg and diseases such ag
cotfeo rusg twig borer are hound
10 wipe out Arahien coffee,

Genelje modification for coffee is

- Considered one of the most effective
Approaches o saving the crop which
8 also Ugandus major foreign e-

change carner,
Pomeroy Wrote, “genetically mog-
coffee could be just 10-15 vears
way. Genetically-modifiad Arabica

coffee would bring economic stabil-
ity Lo Bragil, Vietnam, Golombia,

Indonesia, lithiopia, Honduras, India,
and Uganda,”

Itwent on 1o reveal that to lif
hundrads of millions of people in the
doveloping world out of poverty, go-
netieally modity coffoe js humanj-
tarian necessity,

'lnternnti(mnlly, Arabica coffoe jg

stier and proforabe L0 Robusta cof-
foe but 1t g more at rigk of extinetion
glven g low fenetie diversity,

“Cultivated Arabica plants have
penotie diversity of just 1,2 per
cent, compared wity more than 20
Der cant for crogs such as rice or soy
making it logs 5 le to ag ng
Ing conditions And it is a fy: ile,

at is suscep-
tible to disense, Including coffee leaf
tand pests sucly as the coffoe
borer hagtle,”

World Goffae Research (WeR)
has got team of conventional plan

reeders tagked (o fiet disease ro-

sistant Arabica varieties by Cross
breeding,

But WRa science divector, Chyis.
tophe Montagnon Says the approgen

more focugeq on disease resistance

N on heat tolerance,

rochemieq| glants like Bayer,

1 and Syngenta say they haye
besticidos ang other technologjog to
brotect Arghjeg coffee byt Monta-
Bnon thinkg Desticides ayo not a soly.
tion to the problem,

Brande Wyl Of John Inpeg Cen-
tre in the Y Said tht Benetje
mﬂgmﬂilnn I8 & quicker ayq more
ellective altorpgyy 10 crogg breed-
ing for heat tolerance disease
re?wlstance. - :

Ontagnon wameq however gy
the world i N0t yet ready foy geneti-
:inély - iﬂedt f\o?ee despite Scien-

¢ evidence hy, Benetica)) modify
Coffee prodyets arg et iy
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