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join mines
Children crush rocks
in search of gold

In Moroto District
recently. Many
children in Moroto and
Nakapiripirit districts
have dropped out of
school to join their
parents in mining for

gold. FHoTOBY STEVEN
ARIONG

BY RONALD SEEBE
editorial @ug.nationmedia.com

NAMUTUMBA. Namutumba District
officials have resorted to conduct-
ing business under tree shades over
lack of an adminjstration block.

The district chairperson, Mr Saleh
Kumbuga, says since he took of-
fice 16 months ago, he has endured
several service delivery problems,
mainly the lack of district adminis-
tration offices.

“Whereas the electorates see me
driving the district double cabin

" pickup truck,. since  Namutumba

became a district, ithas been grap-
pling witha Shs600 million deficitto
complete the multi-billion adminis-
tration block, which has since taken

seven years, making civil servants
and politicians share the few avail-
able offices,” Mr Kumbuga says.

Namutumba was carved out of Ig-
anga District in 2006.

“Despite being in existence for
more than 10 years, the district is
also characterised by poor road
networks, declining education stan-
dards, poor healthcare and political
infights,” Mr Kumbuga adds.

During the 2016 presidential elec-
tion campaigns, President Museveni
promised to, among others, contrib-
ute towards the construction of the
district administration block but the
chairperson says the pledge has not
been fulfilled. .

" _“President Museveni, while ad-
dressing locals of Namutumba on

December 20, 2015, at-Kibaale:Pri-—

mary School and on-Decémber 21,
2015, at Kisiki College, promised to

facilitate the complenon of the ad-.

ministration block and to construct
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FACTS

Namutumba
District was cre-

.ated by the Act

of Parliament in
2005 and became
lon July
1,2006. Prior to
that, it was part
of Iganga District
and was knownas
Busiki County.

Namutumba officials work
under trees for lack of offices

Concern. The district has not had an
administration block since it was carved
out of Iganga in 2006.

the bridges of Kisiro-Tororo and
Namakoko-Pallisa, which he has
not fulfilled,” he says.

“Because of the poor service
delivery in the district, public ser-
vants are using tree shades as of-
fices and records are getting lost
because of lack of offices where

_ they can be kept safely,” he adds.

According to Mr Kumbuga, the
congestion due to sharing of offices
by politicians and civil servants is
accelerating ‘political infighting
in the district which is frustrating
joint efforts to push for develop-
ment. 2

“We have actua]ly been denied
our district resource envelope be-
cause of such political infightings.
The administration block is our

“.home which unites Busiki and Bu-

kono constituencies,” he said.
“Mr Kumbuga says the district

briefly
Elders asked to register

MAYUGE: Mayuge District com-
munity development officer Paul
Mukooli has urged elders in Busoga
Sub-region to register with the ministry
of Gender so that they can access their
Shs25,000 monthly stipend under
the Social Assistance Grant Empower-
ment (SAGE) programme. Speaking
at a meeting to update leaders on the
implementation of SAGE last week,
Mr Mukooli asked those who had reg-
istered to be patient, saying officials

- would soon reach them. Mr Christopher
Sozi, a district councillor, asked the
ministry to extend service points to par-
ish level. [Moses Okeya ]

Lawyers’ office ransacked

IGANGA: Unidentified thugs at the
weekend raided an office belonging to
Zinsanze and Company Advocates on
Nabidongha Road in Iganga Munici-
pality and made off with computers
containing vital information. Mr Sadam

Mugoya, one of the office owners, said
the thugs, who were travelling on a
motorcycle, invaded the office at about
4am.Busoga East police spokesperson
James Mubi said they are hunting for

.| the thugs. [Abubaker Kirunda]
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Officials condyct
business under trees

“Sinee lack of
offices hag becoma
an issue of security
concem in district
and is Tesulting in
the logs of district
records, we ara
appealing to the
President 1o help
Us with Shs600m
to complete the
administrative
block " ELAY
MADOI, Rog

“Weare Wortiecd
because rain has
started Pouring
heavily; anytime
the foundation
may sink and
the building
collapses, My
Nakola says.

WAKO KALYOWA,

IVUKULA SUB-COUNTY
COUNCILLOR

FROM PaAGE g

Mmanaged to co|laet ShsB00m ang
started Construction work byt
that the money was pot enough
to complete the work

He adds that the aﬁministra-
tion block g bein

“Since we broke off from the
mother district (Igan

£2), gov-
ermment hag o all th

e working as of-
fices,” he says.

The resident district commis-
sioner, My Elijah Madoi, says
lack of administrative offices hag
become an €xcuse for the poor
performers i the district,

- Appeal

delivery because technocratg
complain that

ey don’t haye
Privacy in theijr offices,

“We used to sit in the court
hall during council sittings byt
the size of the court hall is tgg
small to accommodate g)) coun-
cillors,” he said

A district

se they do
different work,” he added,
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Cyclist knocked dead
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