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Officials say regulation 
is key as Uganda navi- 
gates a rapidly evolving 
digital landscape. 

BY MARTIN LUTHER OKETCH 

he government has defended its 
continued suspension of Face- 

~book in-Uganda, i 
decision s rooted i regulato- 

ry compliance concens, even as it un- 
veils broader plans totighten oversight 
of the country’s fast-evolving digital 
space,including Artifical Intelligence 
(ADand online commerce. 
Facebook has remained inaccessi- 

blein Uganda since January 11,2021, 
when authorities blocked the platform 
ahead of the General Election, accus- 
ingit of bias and amplifying disinfor- 
‘mation, 
Speaking during a press briefing at 

the Uganda Media Centre yesterday, 
‘the State Minister for ICT and National 

Guidance,Mr Godfrey BalukuKabbyan- 

isting the - 

ga.said thegovernment has ot shifted. | 
its position and will only restore access 
once the social media giant complies 
withlocallaws. 
“Negotiations between the govern- 
ment and the social media platform 
have been ongoing for nearly four 

“The suspension will only be lifted 
when they meet the conditions set by 
the government. All companies oper- 
ating here must comply with ourlaws;” 
headded. 
In the same briefing, government 

raised concern over the rising spread 
of misinformation and the sale of un- 
certified products through online plat- 
forms. 
Mr Kabbyanga warned that individ- 

‘wals and businesses using digital plat- 
forms to promote false information or | 
misleading advertisements risk facing 
penaltiesunder exisinglavis. 
The Uganda National Bureau of 

Standards (UNBS) s expected tointen- 
sify enforcement against traders mar- 
ketinguncertified goods online. 
Mr Kabbyanga said the move is in- 

tended toprotect consumersand main- 

doms. 
“Freedom of expression does not ex- 

tend to harming others or violatinges- 
tablished standards; he said, caution- 
ingagainst interpreting enforcement 
actionsas suppression of rights. 
Government also revealed that it is 

takingsteps to egulate emerging tech- 

Govl defends Facebook 
ban, moves (0 regulate Al 
nologies, with Artificial Intelligence 
now firmly onits rdar. 
Mr Kabbyanga disclosed that an Al 

taskforce has already been established 
to study global trends and recommend 
anappropriate legal and policy frame- 
‘workfor Uganda. 

‘The team, composed of technical ex- 
‘perts,is expected to guide government 
not only on Al governance but also on 
other frontier technologies such as 
quantum computing. 

Officials said a comprehensive digital 
law s also being developed to consoli- 
date existing ICT-related legislation in- 
toasingle framework that can respond 
torapidtechnological changes. 
Stakeholders from government and 

the private sector are already engaged 
in consultations to align innovation 
‘with national priorities. 
‘Platforms such as the Chief Informa- 

tion Officers (CIO) Forum are being 
‘used to bring together industry leaders 
toexchange deas and promote locally 
developed solutions, 
‘While acknowledging the growth of 
innovation among Uganda’s youth, offi- 
cials pointed to commercialisation asa 
‘majorchallenge. | 
MrKabbyangasaid government lorie 

‘cannot sustain the innovation pipeline: 
and called for stronger private sector 
participation. 
“There s alot o inriovation happen- 

ing but scaling it requires investment. 
Weneed the private sector to come on. 
‘board,"hesaid. locally and globally.I thank NITA-U for 

‘responding to our call. This partner- 
Newpartnership ship will help us ensure Uganda takes 
The briefing also marked the launch  its rightful place in the world. We are 
ofa partnership between the Uganda | not doing PR; we are buildinganation,” 
Media Centre and the National Infor- | hesaid. 
‘mation Technology Authority-Uganda | _ Mr Kasujja said effective communica- 
(NITA-U),aimed at improving govern- | tion will be critical in supporting gov- 
‘ment communication. ernment’s ambition to grow the econ- 
‘The collaboration seeks tostrengthen. | omy to $500 illion by 2040. 
the dissemination of government pro- | ~As partof the partnership, NITA-U has 
grammesand achievementsbothlocal- | provided the Media Centrewith 25 lap- 

MINISTRY OF ICT AND 
‘GUIDANCE 

lyandinternationally tops to enhance information 
Uganda Media Centre Execu- flow and support journal- 

tive Director Alan Kasuja de- ists. 
scribed the partnership asa NITA-U Executive Di- 
strategic step towards bet- rector Hatwib Muga- 
ter coordination and re- sasaid the high cost of 
source mobilisation, “We ICT services and devic- 

alinnofugzndzksmmm PUT UFF institutions and house- 

holds. 

 State Minister for ICT and National Guidance Godfrey Baluku Kabbyanga 
speaks at the Media Centre in Kampala yesterday, PHOTO/COURTESY 

“This s where we are coming in as a 
government to lower those costs. We 
have lowered the cost of Internet and 
the costof developing solutions under 
the Uganda Digital Acceleration Pro- 
gramme. We are developing free e-ser- 
ices for different sectors,” Dr Mugasa | 
said. 
Dr Mugasa said government agencies 

are also benefiting from free hosting 
at the National Data Centre, which cur- 
rently supports about 300 systems. 
‘The faciity is being upgraded to ac- 

commaodate up to 800 systems,amove 
expected to further streamline govern- 
‘mentdigital services. 
“Currently, we have about 300 gov- 

‘ernment systems at the National Data 

Centre, and we intend to increase this 
to about 800 once the upgrade is com- 
pletehesaid. 
Dr Mugasa said discussions are ongo- 

ing with the Ministry of Finance to re- 

GOVT DIGITAL AGEND, 

~Rogulato Artificial Intelligenc., 
and smerging technologies. 

«Consolidate ICT laws into ony, 
framework. 

+Expand o-government 
services. 

+Promota local innovation and 
digital solutions. 

~Strengthen ovarsight of onlin, 
tradeand content. 

duce the cost of smart devices, 1 @) 
are essential for accessing digital 
vice. 
Hesaid government s considering 

waivers or reductions on basic s 
phones tomake them more afford, 
tolovwincome eamers. 
DrMugasasaid therearealreadty 
itiesin Namanve and Mbale Ind; 
al Park assembling electronic de 
with some components sourced loc 
andothersimported atlower cost. 
Expanding connectivity 
On internet access, Dr Mugasa sz 

‘government interventions ha 
ready led to a reduction in prices o 
theyears. 
“When the Regional Communicatior 

Infrastructure Project was commis. 

sioned,internet prices dropped sign 
cantly—from $70 to $30 per Mbps per 
‘month;hesaid. 
He added that ongoing infrast @ 

ture projects, including those fundz 
‘under the Uganda Digital Acceleration 
Programme and by the Chinese Exim 
Bank, are expected to further reduce 
costs. 

According to the International Tele. 

communication Union (ITU),the costcf 
1GB of mobile data in Uganda stood a1 
16,61 percent of Gross National Income 
per capita in 2017, far above the U 
Broadband Commission's recommenc! 
edthresholdof 2 percent. 
Dr Mugasa said the government i 

working toclose this gap through inira 
structure investment, policy reforms 

and partnerships with the private scc 
tor.


