
— 

n’lLY MONITOR | WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18, 2026 

www.monitor.co.ug Reglonal News 
e 

Mobjustice is a form of 

extrajudicial punishment 
inwhich a person sus- 
pected of wrongdoing is 
humiliated, beaten or, in 

many cases, killed by a 
crowd. 

BYMUDANGHA KOLYANGHA 

nthe Bukedi Sub-region, long known 
for its rich culture and vibrant com- 
munity life, a troubling phenome- 
non has re-emerged, the rise of mob 

action. 
Once widely condemned as a social 

scourge, the practice has gained new 
ground in villages, towns and even ur- 
ban centres. 
‘Traditionally, mob action involves 

ccommunities taking: Lhe law into their 

y result, some community mem- 
bers have resorted to vigilantism, 
convinced thatjusticemust beswiftand 
severe, particularly in cases that threat- 
entheirsenseof 
Bukedi North, cumpns)ng Budaka, 

Kibuku, Pallisaand Butebodistricts, has 
been particularly affected. What began 
asacollective response to crime has spi- 
ralledintoatroubling trend that hasleft 
communities divided and anxious. 
The North Bukedi regional police 

spokesperson, ASP Wilfred Kyempa- 
sa, attributed the resurgence to limited 
public understanding of the justice sys- 
temand its procedures. 
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Why mob action is makmg a 
comeback in Bukedi region 
“Thelocal communities think that tak- 
ing the law into their own hands is the 
best solution, which is outright wrong. 
They don’t understand how the justice 
systemworks,” MrKyempasasaid. 

Baildilemma 
Law enforcers also fault the Judiciary, 

arguing that the release of suspects on 
bail often frustrates communities. 
“This leaves the community complete- 

Iy frustrated despite adducing evidence, 
only to be let down because the evi- 
denceisinsufficient tosustain the case,” 
MrKyempasasaid. 
He explained that mob action is of- 

ten driven by suspicion and misunder- 
standing, particularly regarding po- 
lice bond, under which suspects may be 
temporarily released before appearing 
incourt. 
“As police, we have condemned theris- 

ing cases of mobjustice, which s becom- 
ing acommon means of dealing with 
suspects in the region. Most of those 
killed are linked totheft of livestockand 
poultry,” hesaid. 
His remarks follow several incidents 

inwhich suspects have beenlynched by 
angry mobs across theregion. 
One such caseinvolved Yokana Seku, 

a40-year-old resident of Bulalaka Vil- 
lagein Butebo District, whowas alleged- 
lybeaten todeath by amob onsuspicion 
ofstealing goats. 
Itis alleged that on February 22, un- 
known individuals stole three goats 
fromLomaMusibikain Kigwere Village, 

Nasenyi Parish, Kabwangasi Sub-coun- 
ty. The matter was reported at Kabwan- 
gasi Police Station. 
Police, accompanied by canine units, 

tracked and recovered the carcasses of 
the goats before proceeding to the sus- 
pect’s home. However, he was not pres- 
entatthetime. 
After the police withdrew, members of 

the community reportedly tracked him 
down and assaulted him. He was later 
rescued by local leaders and rushed to 
Kabwangasi Health Centre III, where he 
succumbedto hisinjuries. 
“Asthepolice, weare deeply concerned 

about the ongoing incidents of mob jus- 

CRIME STATISTICS 

Data from the 2015 
Afrobarometer survey indicates 
that onein sixUgandan adults 
either took partin mob justice 
during the preceding year or 
said they would do so if given the 
opportunity. Police statistics 
show that between January and 
October 2024, Bukedi North 
recorded 21cases of mob action 
across the four districts. Budaka 
registered the highest number 
with 11 cases, followed by Pallisa 
(five), Kibuku (three) and Butebo 
(two). During the same period, 
the region recorded 25 murders. 
linked to domestic violence. 

tice. We urge the public to uphold the 
principle of presumption of innocence 
and allow officers to conduct proper in- 
vestigations,” Mr Kyempasasaid. 
Police also emphasised that the fight 

against crime can only be won through 
cooperation between communities and 
the law enforcement officer, including 
reporting cases and engaging in dia- 
logue, rather than resorting to violence. 

Declineintrust 

Residents attribute the rise in mobjus- 
tice [Ddzdining(rus!inb(xhtthohce 
and the courts, alongside growing per- 
ceptions of corruption within the crimi- 
naljustice system. 
“The lack of trust in the police is asso- 

ciated with a willingness to engage in 
‘mobjustice, while perceived corruption 
undermines confidence and encour- 
ages participation in such acts,” Moses. 
Wairagala, aresident of Budaka, said. 
He added: “Initially, people were con- 

cerned about livestock theft and vandal- 
ism. But as crimes escalated—with bur- 
glaries and violent incidents becoming 
‘more frequent—desperationsetin.” 
‘The situation has worsened in recent 

years, driven largely by persistent theft 
oflivestockand poultry. 
“This frustration has pushed desper- 

ate residents to turn to mob action in 
search ofjustice,” hesaid. 
Budaka County MP Arthur Wako 
Mboizi said weak laws have contributed 
tothetrend by failing todeter offenders. 
“This trend of mob justice is due to the 

weak laws applied to these criminals. 
People have become frustrated and re- 
sorted tomob action,” Mr Mboizi said. 
“We cannnot entirely blame the po- 

lice for this upsurge. The issue lies with 
policymakers who have failed to enact 
tougher penalties,” headded. 
Mr Mboizi warned that lenient sen- 

tences encourage offenders. 
“These people are stealing with impu- 

nity because of weak laws. We need to 
reviewthemandimpose harsher penal- 
ties, includinglongerjail terms,” he said. 
Mr Mboizi also noted that while the po- 

lice have intensified community polic- 
ingefforts, theirimpactis limited by the 
legal framework. 

Frustrated community 
Residents say the resurgence of mob 

Jjustice is rooted in growing frustration 
withbothlaw enforcement and the wid- 
erjustice system. Many believe the au- 
thorities are either ill-equipped to han- 

Stories of delayed police response, cor- 
ruption and an overburdened court sys- 
tem have eroded confidence in formal 
channels. Tensions often reach a break- 
ing point when suspected criminals are 
caught in the act or when communities 
‘believe justice will not be served. 
“Sometimes criminals are known to 

the community, but they keep getting 
released by the police. People get fed up 
and decide to take matters into their 
own hands,” said Samuel Mwidu, alo- 
calleader. 
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