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Challenges farmers 
are facing today 

n May 14, Alliance for a Green Revolution 
in Affica (AGRA) released its monthly 
Food Security Monitor report, which i al- 
soavailableon the Internet for everyone to 

readL it came out this month but it is actually the 
April Food Security Monitor. It says global food 
commodity prices are edging higher mainly due 
torisingenergy and transport costslinked to Mid- 

dle East tensions. 
1t also says fertiliser, fuel, 

and transport markets across 
Aftica are showing mount- 
ing pressure from the crisis, 
translating into rising pro- 
duction and food security 
risks, particularly in import 

dent countries. 
“As the US/Israel-Iran con- 
it intensifies, gobal fertil- 
iser markets are reflecting 
upward pressure, with urea 
prices up by 49,6 percent, fol- 
Towed by DAP (14.4 percent) 
and potash (5.1 percent), un- 
derscoring the cumulative 
impact of prolonged supply 

risks and elevated energy costs,says the reort. 
Founded in 2006, AGRA is an African-led instifu- 

tion focused on scaling agricultural innovations 
that help smallholder farmers towards increased. 
incomes, better livelihoods,and improved food 
security. 
tendeavours to supply African solutions to the 

environmental and agricultural challenges that 
the smallholder farmers in Africa face, enabling 
them to sustainably boost production and gain 
‘access torapidly growing agricultural markets. 

The interesting news in 
thereport for us in Uganda 
is that while the crisis has 
already begun to impact 
fertilizer, fuel, and transport 
costs acros$ sub-Saharan 
Africa,Uganda stands out 
asan exception,recording 
sharp fertilizer price 
declines, easing supply 
conditions. 

The interesting news in the report for us in 

Monitor,ertiliser prices have sharply increased 
in Rwanda, Malawi, Mozambique, and Nigeria 
compared to the past 1-12 months, with Rwan- 
da's NPKup by 7.9percent month-on-month and 
33.5percent year-on-year,and urea 26.3percent 
higher thanayear ago, while Malawi and Mozam- 
bigue face the steepest escalation, as urea prices 
jumped 36-58percent in one month and remain 
88-gopercent above last year, alongside large 
NPKincreases. 

Nigeria has seen more moderate but sus- 
tained fertiliser inflation, with NPK up 17per- 
cent year-on-year and urea up 12.6percent 
‘month-on-monthand 23 sper cent year-on-year 
Inresponse Ethiopia, Kenya, and Malawi are em- 

phasising organic and regenerative approaches 
suchas compost, biochar blends, biologicalnitro- 
gen fixation and soil health trils while also rely- 
ing on existing inorganic fertiser stocks and ex- 
ploving local fertiliser production. 
‘The risen fuel prices are already driving trans- 
port costs upwards and making it harder for 
farmers totransporttheir farm yields to markets. 
‘The high transport costs reduce farmers profits, . | 
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