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Uganda faulted
on continued
relationswith ‘

) o ;

North Korea

BY RISDEL KASASIRA
editorial@ug.nationmedia.com

KAMPALA. Uganda has been listed \
among the top five countries in the
world that have defied the United Na-

_ tions sanctions against North Korea
ik and continued military cooperation
&5 . with ostracised Pyongyang. &
_ Areport by the Royal United Ser- *
‘Vicd Institute for Defence and Secu-
rity Studies, a global security think
tankreleased last month, lists Uganda
_among the countries that seem not
ready to cut the ties with North Korea
despite UN restrictions.

«_the number of state and non-
state actors purchasing arms andre-
lated services has continually dwin-
dled since the end of the Cold War.
However, Syria, Iran, Uganda, the DR

- Congo, Burma and Cuba have been -
steadfast, continuing to contract out
to Pyongyang for arms and related
material and services in spite of ta-
boos and legal restrictions against
doing so,” the report reads. :

" The report also mentions training
of Uganda police in Kabalye, Masindi

-and the repairing of UPDF small arms
in Nakasongala by North Korea as ar-
eas of cooperation that are against
the UN embargo. : oF 5y
_However, Mr James Mugume the

. Foreign Affairs ministry permanent-
secretary said yesterday North Ko-

“reans were only repairing weapons

“bought before sanctions. . -

= - “1t’s not that we are supporting .
[z proliferation’of nuclear weapons. We -
| o ‘have alot of weapons from North Ko~ -
.. .. reanswhichneedto be serviced. We
H - area poor country. Should we throw
: “away the equipment...?” Mt Mugume
asked, adding “..we areengaging the
UN Security Council on the issue.”
_ NorthiKorea has been training po-
lice in marines and marksmanship.
They alsq train UPDF in artillery, air
defence Qpara trooping in Naka-
- songola. Mt Mugume said the North
5 Koreans are training UPDF on how to
maintain the equipment. :
nelglo}l;tr}; Ig(;ltila\l currently facing
: posed sarietions pushed by

Chinaand the USlast week, following

' *its test of nuclearand the
([ .~ - missilelast month Ve e

B Some African countries includi
% E Tanzania hare cut military ti(ésu svllnﬂg}
Wi %&‘;ﬁi g;e%sure from the UN
{ ~wspatsays Uganda conti
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