Xira ¥ News

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23,2017

Daily Momnitor

WWW.MONITOR.CO.1jn

Kitgum official, CAQ lock
horns over district land title

Demand. The officer claims he
used Shs17m of his own money
to pay for the title, money he
wants the district to refund to
him before he surrenders the
crucial document,

BY DAN MICHEAL KOMAKECH
editorial @ug nationmedia com

KITGUM. Kitgum District’s se-
nior land officer Mathew Otto
is holding on to a land title the
district needs to pave way for
the construction of a market in
Orom Sub-county.

Mr Otto claims he used
Shs17m of his own money to pay
for the title, money he wants
the district to refund to him be-
fore he ‘surrenders’ the crucial
document.

M/s Omara Atubo & Co Advo-
cates, which claims to be acting
on Mr Otto’s behalf, has written
to the district asking it torefund
Mr Otto’s money.

The advocate says should the
district fail to refund the money
within one week, the matter
would be taken to a court of
law.

Kitgum District chief admin-
istrative officer Joseph Lomon-
gin confirmed the district has
received the demand notice. .

He said he was still perusing
the letter before deciding on the
next course of action.

He, however, said the district
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Mr Otto claims he used his money to
get the land title because the Trade
ministry ‘urgently required’ the
document yet the district reportedly
did not have funds to survey the land
and secure the land title,

It was in this context that some
district officials allegedly requested
Mr Otto to help to secure the
document.

Up to this stage, the officials who
reportedly asked for Mr Otto's help
remain unnamed.

On the spot. Kitgum District chief administrative officer Joseph
Lomongin. PHOTO BY CISSY MAKUMBIL.

had written to Mr Otto asking
him to hand over the title.

“It could be true that Mr
Otto used his money to secure
the title. But he has to produce
clear and genuine accountabil-
ity before the district explores
refunding the money,” he said.

The matter comes on the
heels of the district council’s

directive asking Mr Lomongin
to ensure his office gets the land
title since he is the custodian of
district assets.

The Kitgum District vice
chairperson, Mr Gaston Billgra-
ham Odongkara, said there is
no evidence that Mr Otto used
Shs17m to secure the title.

Mr Odongkara, who also

doubles as the district secre-
tary for finance and planning,
questioned Mr Otto’s decision
to use personal funds for a dis-
trict item.

He added that Mr Otto’s
adamancy was stalling the es-
tablishment of the multibillion
border market project at Okut;
in Orom Sub-county.

The site for the market is
close to the border between
Uganda and South Sudan.

Once complete, the market is
expected to generate revenue
for the district since many trad-
ers operating between Uganda
and South Sudan use it as a
base.

In 2014, 17 clans offered
269,482 hectares of land for the
construction of the market.

The offer followed govern-
ment ‘expression of interest’ in
establishing a modern market
near the Uganda-South Sudan
border to boost regional trade.

The move was informed by
the Common Market for East
and Southern Africa policy to
promote regional trade.

Expected returns

According to projections,
once ready, the market would
bring Shs25b annually into Kit-
gum District’s coffers.

During a visit to the district
last month, the Trade ministry’s
permanent secretary, Mr Julius
Onen, commended the district
for ‘securing’ the land title for
the Okuti border market.

He said upon completion of
the construction, the market
might be the biggest border
market at the Uganda-South
Sudan border - bigger than the
one at Elegu border crossing.

Uganda has six border mar-
kets, including Malaba at the
Uganda-Kenyan border, Mutu-
kula (Uganda-Tanzanian bor-
der), Katuna (Uganda-Rwanda
border), Bwera at the Uganda-
Democratic Republic of Congo
and Elegu.
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