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of World Fisherles and population’s Intake of
‘Aquaculture 2015 report | proteln,” the raport said. | aquaculture “,’""',‘::‘,7:..
released by Food and FAO estimates that up to 44.1%, 19 "'0' port
Agriculture Organisation | fisherles and aquaculture production. he have
(FAO). support the livelihoods said all :onilmrﬂ:.m o
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(which he says [s decent
maney), he prefers shipping
it to Curupe, where it felches
him $6.5 (about sh23,000).
He also exports maws (the
Insides of fish), which means
nearly all of the fish ferches
some money.

However. dwindling fish

stocks in the country have it Y particularly In the countries to make faster | due to Increasing

him hard and figures from European Unien. The Inroads into alternatives | challenges in capture

UPFEA paint a gnm picture. Middle East, South o Capture fishieties e hiriqlort
lakes, rivers), Including

Korea, Singapore, Israel, (lakes fishing), with

When he started exporting,
Japan and Australia are aquaculture bliled as the climate change.

he says, fish was the most
promising non-traditional
« for the country.

feeds and breeding. It was

Resources Research Institute

Oictoria alone

oficial in the office of ADB

You want us 1o criticise the
glnvell]'nmsnL We don’t work
al

Mbale govt fish centre

tonnes in 1999

“But we have lost it now. Itis
not only about the jobs, but
also a lot of foreign exchange,”
he said.

UPFEA says Nile perch
stocks on Lake Victoria alone
reduced from 13 million
tonnes in 1999 to 300,000 in

turned into grazing area

Like KADC, the Mbale
aquaculture lles in ruins. It
has now become a grazing
area for cattle and goats. The '
wire mesh and metallic angle
bars, which once secured

the six-acre complex In
Nkoma on the Mbale-Sorot]
highway from encroachers
and trespassers, have been

adds. She says larm,rs

8010 the agriculture minist

They are the ones who n\vnry.
lhosg projects. What they tell
y:zu 1§'wh;|l you wrile in your

farmers in time. There was no [0—300,000 £l
problem with the fingerlings. F
We had about three species,
Including cyprinus carclo
(common carp fish) from

“Aquaculture is the way to
go because our lakes are not

money they lent out was put

10 good use, the official said:
We handed those projects
Over (o government. By the

According to Attp://www.
| fishbase.org, the common
| carpis tolerant of a wide
variety of conditions. It can
| grow to a weight of 40kg
| with the female able to lay
| up to one miilion eggs In one

three ponds desplte j,
added that government will

identify areas where there is
a bigger concentraticn of fish
farmers and s2t up factories

Mbal fish centre has bee

time that happens, we « 1sure
The Mbale district fisheries allissues have been it ned
officer, Francis Walyamboga, out.

When contacted, Dr Edward

value from their produce.
“Value-addition cenires will
cnsure that the value chain

is well consolidated for better

futlle as our calls were
not answered. Saturda
Vision has, however, learnt
that the company Is one of
those blacklisted by pypy).

| us and preferred to deal

directly with contractor Lukunya, the acting director

of fisheries af the agriculture
ministry, said the centres were
complete and were set to be
commissioned. However, he
backtracked when Saturday
Vision challenged him with
CNCE. 10} yiirodIuA 2102
ere are some isspes Wil

Mbale was the only place
in the whole country that
reared that species, said

reluctant to hand it over but

P
were overpowered by the All the 60 ponds have since

dried up and the area turned
“They said they would put

up something more modern RS 4
and help more farmers,” he

Ann Tumusiime, a fish

| had put in has gone to h
farmer in Mbale, says: *| sold

| waste,” he says, singling
| out the agriculture ministry
for negligence and not

ve
- ivi-Public/Assets Au t
0l 49 h’délmf_éhidd‘v Wistie? o

Ahe)fishgxport business inv

says.
“We used to supply the (a prime area In Mba1E
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2008, rep a decline
invalue of $1.Yb (sh6.8
trllian) to the Ugandan
economy.
" UPFEA blames the drop
on illegal fislung methods,
although the agency
acknowledges that lakes
cannot produce enough to
meet the rapidly increasing
demand in the country.
Borel said on average, fish
processors are operating
at 20%. Out of 60 fish
processing companies in the
couniry in 2005, there are now
only seven in operation, one
of which is Borel’s Greenfields
based in Entebbe.
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