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ontinues to
reak havoc

cks stuck on the
yembe-Namalu

d in Bulambuli
rict. The road,

=h connects to
smoja Sub-region,
'rrently impassable
toa downpour
affected many

s at the weekend.
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MOTHER, FOURCHILDREN
children on Sunday died in a fire that qut-

ted their house in Nkantu Village, Northern
Divisien in lqanaa Munici-

P B e Palty The Busecqa East
3 ¥ police spokesman, Mr
James Mubi, identi
fied the deceased as
Aidah Tendo, 27, Juma
Namudya. 7. Mama-
1ta Babirye, 5, Travor

Kandondi, 3, and Trevor
Batwawula aqed one
[Yazid Yolisigira]

PERISH IN FIRE. A mother and her four
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Govt, municipality row over
Jinja agricultural show land

Complaint. The ministry
of Lands says the district
council ignored the terms
and conditions given to

them.
BY PHILIP WAFULA
pwafula@ug nationmedia.com

JINJA. Ministry of Lands is em-
broiled ina12-acre land row with Jinja
Municipal Council (JMC).

The land, on Plot 1-9 Bridge Street,
comprises the open space adjacent to
the agriculture show ground in Jinja
Municipality.

With concerns growing that the
land always remained idle after the

v annual agricultural shows, sections
of the Jinja District leadership okayed
the construction of a five star hotel to
earnsome revenue.

On January 15, the National Physi-
cal Planning Board of the Ministry of
Lands granted JMC a conditional ap-
proval to change five of the 12 acres

from a green belt to a Five Star Hotel.
However, the Permanent Secretary
Ministry of Lands Housing and Urban
Development, Ms Dorcas Okalany, last
week faulted JMC for allegedly reneg-
ing on the conditions which were
agreed uponand deemed their actions
‘anillegality in all aspects’.

Key conditions were that JMC was
tofence off and develop only five acres
while the remaining sevenacres would
be maintained for the public.

JMC was also to amend the terms
and conditions of the developer’s
agreement to reflect the change in
land use and sign a Memorandum
of Understanding with the Ministry
specifying the hotel’s role in the main-
tenance of the remaining public open
space, “The Ministry has learnt that
the entire 12 acresis being enclosed by
a perimeter wall contrary to the con-
ditions of approval and the Ministry
teams did not see any approved build-
ing plans,” Ms Okalany noted.

She added: “The Ministry team con-
cluded that the perimeter wall devel-
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In July 2017,
Kyabazinga
William Gabula
NadiopelV,Ina
message delivered
to the farmers

by the Busoga
Kingdom prime
minister, Dr Joseph
Muvawala, warned
whoever was
harbouring plans of
selling off the land.

opment was illegal in all aspects.”

Efforts to get a comment from
the Jinja Municipal Town Clerk, Mr
Francis Byabagambi, were futile as
he neither answered nor returned our
calls by press time. However, when
contacted, the municipal spokesper-
son, Mr Rajab Kito, said he was in a
meeting.

Following last year’s show, Mr Mu-
hammed Mbentyo, the district coun-
cillor representing Jinja Central Di-
vision, while atldressing journalists,
said: “My biggest worry is the idle-
ness of the land when it is not time
for the agriculture show.”

“The land is too big but it is only
busy for one week in July and idle
for the rest of the months yet in
some places like the Uganda Manu-
factures Association show ground,
activities keep taking place. It is
now more than 20 years but no
modernisation has taken place yet
the organisers make over Shs700m;
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Chinese donate to pupils

TORORO. A Chinese construction firm
in Tororo District has donated scholastic
materials to more than 500 pupils from
different schools. The items include
exercise books, pens and mathematical
sets. While handing over the items at
Lyokanga Community Primary Schaol
last Friday, the director of CMBI
company, which is constructing a new
Hima Cement plant in the area, Mr Ma
Yangi Wei, said the donation is part of
their social corporate responsibility.
“We are giving back to the community
for the cordial relationship,” he said.
[Joseph Omallo]

Teachers advised

KAMULL. Teachers in Kamuli District
have been asked to create a pasitive
learning environment and make the
teaching learning process pleasur-
able to have lasting impact on the
learners. The call was made by the
education regional manager, Ms
Sahyna Robinsan, during a retooling
programme for Kamuli head teach-
ers on Saturday. “You must inspire,
motivate, be the best you can be, have
passion for the learners and love your
work as change makers,” she urged.
[Sam Caleb Opio)
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Govt, municipality row over
Jinja agricuftural show land

Wwhat we want is the continuity of
economic activities on the show-
“The Ministry has

ground,” he added.
'::t"'r‘; :ga:::":; . The Uganda National Farmers
l;eing oksed Federation president, Mr Rlchard
by a perimeter Oganga, durmg the same period,
wall contrary to said some district leaders were
the conditions of

preparing to relocate the show-

approval and the ground and pave way for the con-
Ministry teams struction of a Five Star Hotel but
didn’t see any his team was committed to ensur-
approved building ing that the original purpose for
plans; which the showground was putin
MS DORCAS OKALANY, place is maintained.

PERMANENT When contacted yesterday, Mr
SECRETARY

Othman Abdulnoor, the chief ex-
xIIJTJISSITr{’:iYA']l{FlJLSSS.\SN gcqtive officer for Blac'k Eagles
DEVELOPMENT limited, said: “The land title in my

possession is of 12 acres and that

is why I decided to erect a perim-

eter wall around it. It not until of i

recent that I have seen different |

stories in the paper.” \.
While defending the Shs2.5p \[

from the bank, Mr Abdulnoor said: [
“Anyone is free to mortgage their
land or property in the bank.”

WAS JMC nubeng_ s

- Asource yesterday told this |
newspaper on condition \
of anonymity that Black @
Eagles Limited had allegedly
secured a land title for that ‘

5 land before mortgaging itin |

5 abank at Shs2 5p \

: "What is making it hard
for JMC to accept the five
acres of this land which were
earlier regarded as 3 leisure
park is that Jinja Central
Division (JCD), as custodian
of that land, attempted to
'épossess it in vain." the
source sajd.

Adding, “When they (JCD)
sought the intervention of
the Inspector General of
Government they were tolq
to pay the Shs2 5b and
'epossess the |ang but they
idn't haye that money.”
This reporter couldn't
mdependenﬂy verify these
réports by press time.
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