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Kabaka’s visit
brings hope to
Katwe traders

As the smoke clears and the ashes settle, Katwe
Market stands between loss and recovery. Its
traders continue to wait, rebuild, and-hope. But
they do so with renewed strength, fortified by the
knowledge that their king has seen their suffering

and pledged his support.

2Y SHABIBAH NAKIRIGYA

~ 1" he acrid smell of smoke still hung
over Katwe Market, a pungent
reminder of the fire that had
reduced decades of hard work to
ashes in a matter of hours.

For the more than 200 traders who
lost their livelihoods on the evening of
March 15, the days that followed were
filled with despair and the daunting
reality of starting over from nothing.

But amid the rubble, a glimmer of
hope emerged.

Just days after the inferno, Kabaka
Ronald Muwenda Mutebi II, the
monarch of the Buganda Kingdom,
walked through the charred remains of
the market.

His arrival was a powerful statement
of solidarity, a reminder to his subjects
that in their moment of greatest need,
they were not forgotten.

For the traders of Katwe, the Kabaka's
visit was an affirmation of the deep

bond between the kingdom and its

people.

galabi, an 82-year-old traditional medicin
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vendor’'s inventory was reduced to ashes.

N;!ongo Na
 Returntowork
Standing amnid the debris, the Kabaka

directed traders to begin reconstruct-

ing their stalls and resume work with-
out delay, acknowledging that most de-
pend on daily earnings to feed their
families. Every day spent idle was an-
other daywithoutincome.

The Kabaka immediately tasked Rex-
ba Limited, the body responsible for
managing royal markets, to work with

| traders on recovery efforts. Israel Kazi-

bwe, the kingdom's information min-
ister, confirmed the process had begun.

"Rexba has started registering affect-
ed traders to assess how best they can

be supported,” Kazibwe explained. '
' "The Kabaka's directiveis to ensure that
. traders return to work as soon as pos-
: sible."

This swift response stood in contrast

to the uncertainty that often follows '
such disasters. While officials spoke of |
waiting for investigations, the Kabaka's

intervention was immediate and deci-
sive, a leadership style rooted in prox-
imity tothe people.

Amarketsteeped inhistory

Katwe Market is not merely a collec-
tion of stalls; it is an institution with
deep roots in Buganda's history

Established in 1954 by Kabaka Ed-
ward Muteesa [1, the market was origi-
nally conceived to support widows and
low-income women.

Today,it is one of several markets un-
derthe Kingdom's management, along-
side Kasubi, Nankulabye, Kalerwe, and

Within its bustling corridors, matooke

dealers, charcoal sellers, fish vendors, |
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Across Katwe
Markat, the
human toll
isimmea-
surable. Fatu-
ma Nalwayi-
so0, who had
shifted from
selling food
to groceries,
lost heren-
tory-Thadsi

A six
Svckmf food.
All of them
were dos-
troyed,” she
said. “Now |
am trying to
operate again,
but with very
little capital.”

Perhaps no
storyis more

nal medicine
vendor who
hasworkedin
Katwe Market
for more than
threa de-
cades. When
she reached
herstall, eve-
rything had
been reduced
toashes.
Now,at82,
she finds her-
self penniless.

welders,and traditional medicine prac-

titioners operate side by side. It is a mi- -
crocosm of the Kingdom's vibrant in- |
- formal economy, where generations |

have built their lives.

| For George William Sevume, a ma- :
. tocke dealer who has worked in the !
market for more than 35 years,themar-
ket was more than a workplace. When -
hereceived the call that fire had broken

“lamatzero,”
she said, her
voice trem-

* bling.“Evena
small contai-
nerto cpe-
rate from
would helpme
survive.”

out on that Sunday evening, he rushed

tothescene.

By the time he arrived, flames had al-
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. ternoon, a monarch transfor

. portofRexba Limited, has gi
i ble.

| that is all we are asking for. B
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ready spread mpidly from 1he .,
nceupied by traditional med|
dor.

His losses were staggering. .
180,000 ninches of matooke e, 'J"
ashes, alongside Shaim in cash ),
kept in the market for safekeepin,, _,'::'
no longer trust the roads to capp,
o back home, @0 we keep it hery '
everything s gone,” he said quiey),

Thanightmarae

For many traders, the traged, |
eompounded by a failed reap,,
the critical earty moments Gerg) ife
kungu axplained that when g, ™
broke out, most traders had alresy, '
for home. They rushed back 154, "
what they could, but at the gaga ™
curity officer refused entry feari,, |

Sl

Wiry,
e sy,

1,

| ing.By the time access was granya., |

fire had intensified beyond congy,,)

Even the firefighters filed ther, -
first two fire brigade trucks 5p,,
without water,” Ssenkungu re,,
ed. "It was the third truck that b,
ter, but by then, everything had ).,
beendestroyed. That is when the '/
mare truby began.” s

Preliminary investigations s,
the fire may have been trigze
a power outage followed bry 4 +
surge when electricity was r =
But for those who lost everything -
finclings offer little comfort

Rebuilding fromashas

For the traders of Katwe, the
visit was nat merely symbo)
lifeline. In Buganda culture
ka is a father to his peop!
of their welfare, and a uni
times of crisis. His presence
message; the Kingdom stands
people.

The Kabaka's directive to Pexs,
ited to register affected trade
practical step toward mean
port.By documnenting losses
ing needs, the Kingdom
groundwork for assistan
yond empty prommises.
have not yet received tan
from other quarters, this pro
sents their best hope.

Levis Ssenkungu, the market ;‘:}
er,noted that traders h o
tributed fees for mainte
es."We have always maintair
ty,including a police post
he said. "But this incident
that more needs tobe d

Despite the immens
of resilience are emergi
structures are rising fro
driven by the knowle
day of inactivity deep

ns
have started reconstru
Ssenkungu said. "It is nol
haveno choice.”

Still, without financial sup

fore critical,offering a p
geted assistance *h~ . -1n
building.

AKingdom's promise

For the traders of Katwe, i
visit was a turning point.In a

spair into hope, replacing
with a clear path forward. His di
to resume work, coupled with th

a

reason to believe that recover,

"Wejust want to get back an o

hopes have been raised by the
visitat this our darkest hour.t
affirmed to us that no fire car
stroy our bond,” Nalweyiso sa
eningup.
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