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On fulfilling universal 
electricity access by 20307 

On December 52023, the Government of Uganda 
throvgh the country’s Energy minister,Ms Ruth Nanks 
birwa,aunched Ugandas Energy Transition Plan (ETP)at 
COP2Bin Dubai.The launch was supposed tosignal Ugan- 
dafs commitment toachieving carbon neutralty by 2050 
and ensuring universal access toelectricty by 2030. 
The ETPvaslaunchedataime v Uganda s char 
acterised by energy povertywith access o grid electrici- 
{ystanding at 20 percent in 2024 and only 15 percent of 
Uganda’ population having accesstoclean cooking tech- 
nologies. 
“The ETP wasalsolaunched atatime when various 
couitries across the globe re seeking to transition their 

conomie systems from being dependent on 
fosil fuelsincluding ol gas,and coal to reneswable energy 
sources such as wind and solana well asithiumrion bt 
teries amongothers. 
‘During the launch,the minister noted that the plan pre- 

dicts that universal access o clean cooking n Uganda 
canavoid around 50,000 premature deaths from indoor 
i polution per year by 2030 and save households o 
‘hours per day in coleting irewood.She added that it al 
sopredictsareduction n thecountry’s net greenhouse 
gas emissions by upto 17 ML CO2-eq by 2030,with poter 
ialtofund multple projecs via carbon credits. 
‘Howevern Uganda today25 million people or 55 per- 

centofthe population havenoaccess toelectricity Most 
ofthe people with access are concentrated in Kampala 
andinthecentral region where grid infrastctures are 
the most developed. Around six million of those with ac- 

cessdonot reach the [EAS basic bundle of minimum fy- 
elofelectricity services Thislow level of accesssincon- 
trast with the high natura bydro geothermal and solar 
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cal ity. around 1.4GW ofelectrical capacity s availa- 
blebutcannot befully usedasit s unable toreach the i 
nal consumersduetoalackofproper transmission and 

‘Therefore,as Uganda plans o achieve universal access 
toelectricity and clean cooking by 2030 there s aneed to 
‘work with Anancial insttutions o develop standard mod- 
elsfor accessing financingtostreamline nvestments for 
eridextensions and offgridssysters, including models 
like mass procurement fsolar home syterns. 
Inthe ETEUganda willneed to atractinvestment fora 

widearmay of energy and rlited plans,ranging from pov- 
ergeneration and electricity access, tosupporting o 
sumerspendingon efficentstovesappliances and elec- 
triccars,among many otherinitiatives.This means that 
the country will need o pricritise and commit tosignifi- 

 annual investments of around $850 million per year 
 to achieve universal access to electricity and clean 

toengage across agencies toaddress gaps in clean cooking, 
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‘plan that incorporates best practice on clean cooking pro- 
‘grams, including peer-to-peer leaming,awareness cam- 
paigns, mass procurement,and building up local supply 
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