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On fulfilling universal
electricity access hy 20307

On December 5,2023, the Government of Uganda
through the country's Energy minister, Ms Ruth Nanka-
birwa, launched Uganda’s Energy Transition Plan (ETP)at
COP28 in Duhai. The launch was supposed to s;gml Ugan-
da's commitment to achieving carbon nmhty by 2050
and ensuring universal access toelectricity by 2030.

“The ETP was launched ata time when Uganda was char:
acterised by energy poverty with access to grid electrici-
ty standing at 20 percent in 2024 and only 15 percent of
Uganda’s population having access to clean cooking tech-
nologies. :

The EIP was also launched at a time when various
cousitries across the globe are seeking to transition their
energy and gonomic systems from being dependent on
fossil fuels inchiding oil,gas,and coal to renewable energy
sources such as wind and solar, as well as lithiurn-ion bat-
teries among others.

During the Jaunch, the minister noted that the plan pre-
dicts that universal access to clean cooking in Uganda
can avoid around 50,000 premature deaths from indoor
air pollution per year by 2030 and save households two
hours per day in collecting firewood.She added that it al-
so predicts a reduction in the country’s net greenhouse
gas emissions by up to 17 Mt CO2-eq by 2030, with poten-
tial to fund multiple projects via carbon credits.

However, in Ugandatoday 25 million people or 55 per-
cent of the population haveno access to electricity. Most
of the people with access arz concentrated in Kampala
and inthe rentral region where grid infrastructures are
the most developed. Around six million of those with ac-
cess donot reach the [EA's basic bundle of minimum lev-
el ofelectricity services. This low level of access is in con-
trast with the high natural hydro, geothermal and solar
resources in the country,and the already existing electri-
cal overcapacity.

Currentlyaround 1.4 GW of electrical capacity is availa-
ble but cannot be fully usedas it is unable toreach the fi-
nal cmm_tmersdmtoalatknrpmperu-amnﬁssiouand

distribution infrastructures
Therefore, as Uganda plans to achieve universal access
to electricity and clean cooking by 2030, there is a need to
work with financial institutions to develop standard mod-
els for accessing financing to streamline investments for
grid extensions and off-grids systems, including models
like mass procurement of solar horne systems.

In the ETE, Uganda will need to attract investment for a
wide array of energy and related plans, ranging from pow-
ergeneration and electricity access, tosupporting con-
sumer spending on efficientstoves, appliances and elec-
wmmgmﬂumeriﬁﬁaﬁmm means that
the country will need to priaritise and commit to signifi-
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cooking by 2030,in line with UN Sustainable Develop-
1 a——

In usion, re, the Ministry of Energy and Min-
eral Development (MEMD) nzeds to reinforce institutions
‘wmmgondemmuhng,‘ ar.dstreng&mnmtﬁi;;nandaw
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Furthermore,it needs to develop nimpl ion
plan that incorporates best practice on clean cooking pro-
mmdudmgpeebw-pwlemﬁng.mmmn-
paigns,mass procurement, and building up local supply

Mercy Nuwamanya,
Research Associate @Afiego

(&) CamScanner



