
Exempt Ugandans earning 
less than Shs1m from PAYE 

nda remains categorised a a Least Developed Cotin- 
ul;amaummuafimvuflgmmflmkm 
paiened ona promise of achieving high middle-income status by 2030, Whether this i achievable depends large- Tyon the priorities that policymakers st for a growing 
econo 

Asan ordinary Ugandan, careess about how glb- fnstitions ctegoise s Bvny o simply yearns for happiness,acces o ermployment better servics, bl anced regional development,and friendly economic poli- cies that make dailyife more earable, In2022,the Bank of Uganda Financial Capability Sur- ey eporte hat ol ane percentof workers ea above Shs1 million per month, meaning more than 22,6 million workers earn below that threshold ‘Theaverage salary stands at Shs250,000,and UNESCO datashows that even niversty grachuates rarely exceed $h500,000 monthiy Afer NSSF (fve percent) and Pay As You Ean (PAYE) (30percent) deductions,take-home pay drops tojust Shs125,000(437.9) Thisis the reality for de- eree-holders who spent years and considerable amily e- Sources acquiring an edcation.No vonder many opt for casuallabour n the Arabuworld ather than endue asch ‘meagre returns at home. 
With Shs325,000,a Ugandan must feed, pay rent,cover ansport support familyand somehow Savefor the f. i Deepening Usandasurvey 

€arn,operating on a perpetual defc agenow goes.the costof vingiskillngthe g 1 ot bring back the debateon salary increments o uin Wage;thse conversatons have il endlesy without ‘meaningful results. [ want 10 propose. something different,abstract,yet implementabie. Ygandans are hardworking industrions, and natural islakers Exemping those eaming belo She o from PAYE would not mean revene ost; t would be s nue redirected. New investments, 

back. Young entrepreneured businesses also gt o i diretinvestment and intermational partnershipe thatstrengthen our economy Evenwhereindividualschoosenot to nvest, the ex. emptionstillwins.Extra disposable income flows into [o- cal consumption,boosting VAT contributions, and sup- porting small businesses Young Ugandans wil visi tour- 

eraduates with degrees and PhDs choosing fum labour in Europe because opportunitis here have failed thery Keeping these minds at home uels the innovation ang creativity our economy desperately needs, eanda Revenue Autherity wil naturaly resistany e embtion from taxation,Buta thriving national busi sy EEnerates far more revenue than millions of eamers ever could. The government should 

“The Tesilt would not only transform eanlas it wouldset model fo developing wufldmdg_.wgumumummnumding this: DO ofthis diminishes the valueofeucation . education remains our most powerfulinvestment, 
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