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The faithful yesterday
marked Palm Sunday,
which commemorates
Jesus Christ's trium-
phant entry into Jerusa-
lem and marks the start
of Holy Week.

BYMONITORTEAM
hrristians across the country yes-
terday thronped their ¢hurches
holding palm leaves to celehrate
Palm Sunday. They held palms to
Tepresent the story of people greeting
Yesus when he arrived in Jenisalem.

Falm Sunday marks the trAumphant
“Ntry of Jesus Christ into Jerusalem
head of his crudfixion and the start of

ol Week, Yeading wp to Easter. It wel-
fomes Christians into the Holy Week

“fore Good Friday and Easter Sunday,
“elebrated as the Resurrection of the

Ond Jesus Chirist,

Clerics in several churches across the
L-r,unlry urged Christians to pray for
Pace in the world despite the difficul-
Ut they are facing.

> Vicar General of the Archdiocese
YCibarara, Rev Fr Serverinus Ndug:
"2, who celebrated mass at Our Lady
OMPerpetyaly Telp Cathedral, Nyamitan-
¥ asked Christians to pray for peacein
lhl_'“ror]d‘

“Let us put in our prayers for Isracl,
Where they will not be able to celebrate

1l occasion becauise of warLet us pray

“Fbeace in our country and the rest of
the world 1o stop bloodshed and love
“Ne another;he said. !

Fort portal Catholic Diocese Bishop
Hobert K. Muhiirwa asked Christians to |
h ©Ct on the value of the palms they

old while celebrating Palm Sunday.

“Wehave blessed these palms with ho- |

¥ Water.| urge you to understand their
:’?I!L]c and importance. When you leave
1, keep them in your homes where |
00 can see them throughout the year |
‘,"d be reminded. They are like a tro- |
Py a team wins, a sign of victory for us
1Jesus Christ*he said. '
Uheg, 2r Lady of Assumption Kasese Ca-
1 Edn],RwPrClcmenH'[asﬂﬂa who
Athe mass, asked Christianstobe holy.
Imﬁs Roman Catholic faith believers, in
) s Holy week, remember togofor pen- |
21 10 cleanse your body and soul o
;""ll'tt'clwilht‘.}uiﬂ,‘ht said.

N Ibanda, Fr Eladious Tailo, the
uubaare Catholic Parish Priest,
5 istians to be holy and

“mble.“[t s a journey of our /
taiug and Jesus sent his disciples
Obring him a donkey,which he
used tg epter Jerusalem. Back .

“, people used donkeys, and
EVen us whenever we plan jour-
"(T".ds. We use expensive cars. Let
U 9pen our hearts for Jesus to
Nterang bring peace,he said.

I Rev pr Romanos Etwapof 5t
"maculate Conception Soroti
Catholie Churchurged Christians
tr;h;uvecompassion.

AUKings Church in Kabale Town,
I'rBenediclo Mubangizi asked Chris-
Hans 1o draw closer to God.*In case
0" frustrations,don'tlose hope.Keep %
'Tusting in God, and you
will succeeq, Use the
Holy Week to pray
for the sick, poor,
old age, and the
souls of the
innocently
flled in acts -
Ofconflictand © NG
hatred " hesaid, =
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Holy Week

Clerics rally Christians
on peace, lorgiveness
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Rev Canon Ruhoécn Nyegenye, the dean at All Saints Cathedral Kampala, in Makasero (Ka mpala City) pra
faithful during a Palm Sunday service yestarday. PHOTO/STEPHEN OTAGE
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—s»</ The faithful attend Palm Sunday Mass at Christ the King Church in Kampala.

PHOTO/ GEOFREY MUTUMBA
At St Peter’s Gisoro Catholic Church in
Kisoro Municipality, parish priest Fr Al ABOUT HOLY WEEK
fonse Mbabazi called on the Christians
toreject betrayal and greed for money During Holy Week, Christians
to live peacefully : y remember the story of Jesus'life
“Judaslscariot wasadose friend,adis-  |sading up to his crucifixion when
ciple,and the trusted treasurer whowit: e died on the cross. It begins
nessed miracles firsthand, yetheended itk Palm Sundayand goes onto
up selling his friendship withJesus for gy aundy Thursday, Good Friday
30 pieces of silver,"Fr Mbabazi said. and Holy Saturday. The day after
At All Saints Atiri Church of Uganda Holy Saturday is Easter Sun-
inthe Bukedi Diocese, the parish priest,  gay which commemorates when
Rev Nicodemus Ekisa, tasked Christians — jasys Christ ressurected from
touse the day to repent fromtheirsins — 4ha dead.
and be born again,
“Palm Sunday is not a normal day sl
but comes with praise and humility mﬁmu find people fighting others to
yAwomanprays\ mustcomeftomaheart thatrecog ey iy promotion in public offices,
attheRubaga | mises Jesus's servant king nature, forcing some to pay bribes before secur-
Cathedral. notamerry spectacle”he said. ing jobs. Please stop that and wish your
PHOTO/ Rev Aloini Mwisaka, the aslsﬁs‘ neighbours well*he said.
IBRAHIM * tantvicar of At St Andrew’s Cathe- - . e
f:f ume./ dral in Mbale City urged belicvers . At Kitovu Cathedral, Masaka Diocese

3 i mll' ..l .
to l?\;eone mnyﬂmum Bishop Severus Jumba rallied the faith-

ful to refiain from enpaging in witch-
eraftand other evil aets that undermine
the prrpose of God's hve fir humans.
In Jinja City, Rev potar Elacdy, while
preaching at Cheist Chureh Cathedeal
Bigembe, emphasised 1t Christians
shenili accept Jesugs Chriet intheir life,
CFor it with your heart that ot e
liesm el sy nestifleed anel itis with yensr

et that ying profess your Faith and
e e e sage).

Rt Anddeem Gyl A
Mabnikajy p 1 Touth and oy

’ arish and Youth and jeor
coordinator Eas Misoga Dincese, i
:-"""”m need tes hase faith amid chal.
ENRES a3 Josg o]

In Jinja Diocese, Christians were (ol
to reflect and rediscenver the values of
heamility pesce, e, anel b

“On Passion Siundig as Christ began
His jirney of sacrifice, let v embrace
reconaliation and urge nations like lrn
and [srel to pursue peace. Fr Ben Wak-
abi, the Kamuli Catholie Parish Priest,
saidl.

In Langn Sub-region, the Parish Priest
of Apac Catholic Parish, Rev Pr John
Baptist Aligi, urged Christians to actin
¥t engage in praver and acts of kindness
a8 they begin the solemn jenarneny of Ho-
bt Week,

At Rubaga Cathedral in Karnpala City,
Fr Marvin Lukyamuzi, an assistant Ca-
thedral administrator, called on be-
lievers to reflect on the values demon-
strated by Jesus Christ, particular-
Iy His humility and selflessness, cul-
minating in His death on the cross.
“The donkey represents simplicity,
peace, and humility, values that Chris-
tians should embocy in their daily lves.
The Lent season is a time for spiritual
cleansing, calling on them to abandon
vices such as ervvy, corruption, witch-
craft, egn, laziness, and fornication even
bepondd this season,"he sajil.

Fr Lukyamuzi also addressed the
youth,cautioning them against the mis-
use of social media platforms such as
TikTok. Instead, he encouragetTthem to
use their time to strersthen their futh
through reading the Bible and engaging
inmeaningful spintual practices.

At Christ the King Church in Kamnpala,
Rev Fr Vicent Mubiru, urged Christians
to emulate the pain of Jesus Christ on
the cross on Good Friday, to forgive, re-
pent,and do well to Christians for Cod's
blessings.

“Christ Jesus, though he was in the
form of God, did not count equality with
God a thing to be grasped, but emptied
himself, taking the form of a servant,
being born in the likeness of men.And
being found in human form, he hum-
bled himself and became obedient un-
to death,even death on acress,"he said.

At All Saints’ Cathedral Kampala, the
dean, Rev Canon Rebecca Nyegenye,
challenged Christians to confront sin in
society and actively spread the gospel,
especially in urban areas.

*These days, even people claiming to
be Christians still perform rituals such
as sacrificing animals and human be-
ings to cleanse new cars or to bless an-
cestors for their construction projects,
and in the end, they are not getting sat-
isfaction from such projects they have
heavily invested in,"Rev Nyegenye said.
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