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Women are better managers. 
The plan to uplift 
women, Mr Museveni 
says, beganin1986 
after his ruling National 
Resistance Movement 
(NRM) took over power. 

BY BUSEIN SAMILU 

resident Museveni has revealed 
that his government has been de- 
liberate in increasing the number 
of women in public offices, saying 

they make good leaders and managers. 
In aspeech delivered by Vice President 

Maj (rtd) Jessica Alupo during the na- 
‘tional commemoration of the Interna- 
Gonal Women'’sDayat Koolo Cremo- 
‘nial Grounds in| Mr 
Museveni stressed that affirmative ac- 
tion was introduced to  women to 
the forefront, through measures suchas 
awarding girls 1.5 additional points for 
mumwamynflnubwmanm 

in politics. 
T hey alsg have additonsl seats 
which they compete for. That way, we 
have been able to increase their num- 
bersin public office,and women have 
proved to be better leaders and manag- 
ersthanmenhesaid. International Women's Day at 

He added: “During our resistance 
against dictatorships, we treated every- nnmmpmdmw,mcywmu\e 
one equally,and 1 found the women | very backbone of the subsistence ccono- 
0 be much more resolute than many  my and provided at least half of the la- 
‘men® ‘bourfor producing the few cash crops. 
‘The President, didnotspell | ~The NRM fought the suppression of 

out the yardstick he used t0 reach the ~ Women and other groups that faced 
conclusion At women were better .onaccount ofhistorical 
than men on the job.Jeaving the crite-  and cultural factors by guaranteeing ed- 
riasomewhatupin theairand subjectto | ucation accessforall at primary and sec- 
publicinterpretation. ondarylevels,” 
‘The plan to uplift women, MrMusev-  *This was a fundamental empow- 

eni said,began in 1956 ater his ruling _ erment of the girl child, because once 
National Resistance Movement (NRM), - somebody is educated, he or she can- 
‘upon taking power, observed that wom- | noteasily be: Thatwasthere 
en's full potential was: dormant _ al beginning of our reforms In the past, 
despitethem makingupmorethan half  When the family had to make a choice 
ofthe population. becausef] family income as to 
Heexplained that women werecaught | who should go toschool it would be the. 
mammammm nflwhomwdhmn:.mflembwn» 

and opportunities,suffering. school Therefore,when we ntro- 
r)lmmcnlhu]mndfimd-mmd Guted e et ol e e 
therefore stuck in 2 disadvantaged po- - benefited spedially were the girls be- 

Vice President Maj Jessica Alupo (centre), Gender minister e oty Among! ) and othargovscrmant offices tour stalls during celebrations to mark th, 
Kololo Ceremonial Grounds | in Kampala, yesterday. PHOTO/ VP MEDIA TEAM 

causethey aretheones whowerekeptat  era childwillbe weighed and vaccinat- 
home as the esoures were concentrat.  ed and whether there will be an ade- 
edonthebopsrhesaid. quate interval between births. There. 
He added: “It is a mother’s mafluuumamsh]hngofmemfl 

level of education and child is an effective method of em- 
access to informa- - ‘powering not women, but 

ton which wil de- pross st 
cide whether or Sk The President has,over the 
not she will go for o last 40 years, consistently 
bt & WOMER s o ot 
nation in preg- TANEN ed women to leadership 
nancy. Wheth- PERMANENT and managerial positions, 
er a trained per- proving that the glass cel- 
son willbe present ingcanindeedbe 
at the birth, wheth- Inhis Cabinet both the Vice 
ershe knows about the President,Ms Alupo, and the 

of | - Minister Robinah Nabanja 
ing whether foods willbe cooked | are partof the 37femalemembers 

whether water will = 81.1n the previous 2016-2021 Cabinet, 
be boiled and hands washed, whether | there were 26 women minisers, how: 
‘ministration of fluids and foods, wheth- mfimdflnflkm 

‘When the then Speaker of Pariamen 
Jacob Oulanyah,died in 2022,the Ny 
Central Executive Committee -t} . 
ty's top decision-making organ - sp;. 
its Parliamentary Caucus, threw the; 
‘weight behind Ms Anita Amons to s, 
ceed him. It was a clear sign that v 
enwerenolonger being lefton. 
lines, despite male candidates h. L 5 

expressed interest in the same posicon. 
OF the 556 Members of Parliarer, 
189 are women. “These include 146 Dis. 

B 
Tesenting persons with disabiliis 
(PWDS),three older persons'reprecriz 
tives,and 14 exofficio female meinen 

nent Secretaries are women. Amon 
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The 2024 National 
Population and Hot 
Gansus revealed that Uganda 
has 23.6 million women 
compared to 22.3 million men, 
undarscoring that women are 
ot PRyt omean B 
amajority forcain tho nation's 
domographic mako . 

B 

up. 

them are notable figures suchas Ms L 
 Nakyobe, the head of Public Service 
and Secretary to Cabinet. Others are 
Dr Aminah Zawedde (ICT & Nation- 
al Guidance), Ms Irene Batcbe (Energy 
and Mineral Development), Dr Diana 
Atwine (Health, Ms Catherine Bitarak- 
viate (Public Service),and Dr Kendrace 
Turyagenda (Education and Sports). 

mo 
Testerday’s commemoration, held 

under the theme Scaling up Invest- 
ments to Accelerate Access to Justice 
for all Women and Girls in Uganda, 
cameatatime when women continue 
toface uphill battlesinatiainingjustice 
and cconomic freedoms. 
‘The Minister of Gender, Labour and 

Social Development, Ms Betty Amon- 
£, urzed the judiciary to step up to 
the plate by siaffing and financing re- 
sponses to cases that affect women, 

useveni 
reene e momi avimay | Such as rape, defilement, and ch 

marriage. 
“The justice sector needs to take 
liberateefforts toclear the case back 
on defilement, aggravated defilerm: 
and gender based violence.and sim 
fy the court to make it easier for wos 
enshe said. 

Mr Museveni said he introduced & 
punishments for rpe and deflleme: 
with the aim of profecting wome 
whoare the victims of these crimes. 

“The above measures have bee 
buttressed by the NRM's povert 
eradication programmes, which ay 
aimed at creating wealth and jobs : 
the household level. When the familie 

challenges faced by wornen,"he said. 
He added: “When families becom 

wealthy, they can educate al 
their children. Therefore, familie 
getting out of poverty is a gooc 
basis for solving many problems 
The NRM government has put it 
place the necessary socio-economic 
infrastructure to guarantee the 
profitability of the business enterprise: 
ie.enough electricity, roads, schools 
hospitals, peace and security, etc 
However infrastructural development 
alone is not enough, though it must 
come first. Development is a collective 
good for everyone but wealth and jobs 
belongtoindrviduals, families, groups. 
or companies™ 


