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Power of numbers gives

NRM grip on House,

The NRM growing dom-
inance in Parliament
has steadily weakened
Opposition influence and
reshaped the legislative
power balance.

BY BUSEIN SAMILU

s the number of MPs from the
ruling National Resistance

Movement (NRM) party contin- | |

ues to grow by tens over the last

five terms, the tally of their Opposition
counterparts only minimally fluctu- |

ate.

Parliament and Electoral Commis-
sion (EC) documents revealed that the

number of NRM party MPs has, since
the return of multiparty democracyin |
2005, been increasing by between 30

and 50 new members each new term.

Data from the two documents show

the NkM party has, in the last five

terms, enjoyesl the majority, followed

by Independents, with the leading Op-

position political party at every elec- |

tion cycle coming third.

The data also reveal that the Oppo-
sition, combined with the Independ-
ents, has never formed half of the

House. On their part, the NRM party
officials, who talked to this newspaper
yesterday credited their growing num-
bers to effective mobilization, and
good governance.

-and the new one, whose members
started swearing-in yesterday, the Na-
tional Unity Platform (NUP) party has
enjoyed the majority Opposition num-
bers, while the Forum for Democrat-
ic Change (FDC) party was the leading
opposition party in the 8th, 9th, and
10th Parliaments.

Numbersovertheyears

In the 2006 elections, in which the
NRM candidate and incumbent Presi-
dent Museveni won, the party took the
majority of parliamentary seats after
winning 213 out of the total 319 slots.

What some MPs say...
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Brig David Robert Gonyi takes oath. PHOTO/PARLIAMENT X HANDLE

The FDC party, whose presidential
candidate, the now incarcerated Dr
Kizza Besigye, came second, scooped

© 37 seats while the Independents won
¢ 40. The combined Opposition then oc-
. cupied 17 percent of the House mem-
Inboth the outgoing 11th Parliament : bers,

The game of numbers became even
more imbalanced in the subsequent

. 2016 and 2021 Parliament, where the

NRM took 72 percent of the 365 parlia-

together with the Independents, se-
curing 101 seats, representingonly......
percent. g

It was a similar situation in the 10th
Parliament as NRM won 293 of the to-
tal 416 seats, translating into 70 per-
cent, while the entire Opposition and
Independents shared the rest.

When NUP party took over from the
FDC as the leading Opposition in 2021,
its numbers grew, but did not surpass

{
e
The party, despite retain-

ing its Opposition numerical
strength, had its legislators re-
duced from the current 57 in the

2021 polls to 49, who are part of those

swearing-in this week.

party secured 372 of the 519-elective
seats, with 353 direct constituency, 146
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