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Nandutu becomes the

first high-profile gov-
ernment official to be
convicted in regard to
the iron sheets scandal
that rocked the country
a couple of years ago.

BY JULIET KIGONGO

he Anti-Corruption Court yester-

day convicted former State Min-

ister for Karamoja Affairs Agnes

Nandutu for dealing with suspect
property,in alandmark ruling that un-
derscores accountability in the man-
agement of public resources.

In a detailed judgment, Justice Jane
Kajuga found that Nandutu,whois also
the Bududa District Woman Member
of Parliament, unlawfully received and
kept 2,000 iron sheets meant for vulner-
able communities in Karamoja Sub-re-
gion.

“I am satisfied that the prosecution
has adduced evidence beyond reason-
able doubt that Nandutu received 2,000
iron sheets from OPM [Office of the
Prime Minjster] offices in Namanve,”
Justice Kajugaruled.

To that effect, Justice Kajuga went
on to cancel Ms Nandutu’s bail before
sending her to Luzira prison, from
where she will be brought tomorrow to
receive her sentence,

She faces up to seven years in prison.

Nandutu becomes the first high-pro-
file government official to be convict-
ed in regard to the Karamoja iron sheets
scandal that rocked the country a cou-
pleof years ago.

It was the prosecution’s case that be-
tween June and July 2022, the former
minister dealt with the iron sheets
marked OPM by receiving them from
the OPM stores and storing them at her
private farm in Mukono District.

Evidence presented during the trial,
including testimony from her political
aide,showed that the iron sheets were
collected on her instructions.

Documentation such as delivery

—

Why Nandutu was nailed in
Karamoja iron sheets scandal

notes, issue vouchers,and store records
further supported the prosecution’s
case.

“The prosecution has proved that
Nandutu held the iron sheets, and this
element is satisfied,"the judge ruled.

The offence of dealing with suspect
property requires proof that an ac-

cused person handled property they

knew or had reason to believe was ob-
tained through an offence.

The court found that the iron sheets
in question fell within this definition.

Justice Kajuga established that the
2,000 iron sheets were part of a larger
consignment of 10,000 procured un-
der a Shs39.9 billion government pro-
gramme aimed at empowering vulner-
able communities in Karamoja.

The court held that while 10,000 iron
sheets had been requisitioned for the
official launch of the programme, ev-
idence showed that only 1,000 were
used for that purpose, with the remain-
ing 9,000 diverted to unintended bene-
ficiaries. :

The court rejected Nandutu's defence
that the iron sheets were intended for
disaster victims in Bududa District or
for northern Uganda, noting that no
documentation or requisition support-
ed her claim.

“There is no evidence that OPM pro-
videsiron sheets as relief items to Budu-
da, and no documents were produced
to show that the 2,000 iron sheets were
meant for that region,”the judge held.

Further, the court noted that author-
ities in Bududa only became aware of
the iron sheets after the scandal came
to light, weakening the defence’s argu-
ment of good faith.

“The 2,000 iron sheets were public
property purchased with public funds
and intended for public use. Their di-
version was unlawful,”she said.

The judge also pointed to evidence

Former State Minister for Karamoja Affairs Agnes Nandutu before the An-
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that the allocation of the iron sheets -

stemmed from instructions by then :
minister Mary Goretti Kitutu, but em-
phasised that such directives did not le-

gitimise the distribution.

“It is clear that iron sheets meant for
Karamoja Affairs could not bedistribut- :

ed to any otherregion,”she added.

larly obtained.

“As minister, she was privy to the :
budgeting processes and aware of the
i rightful beneficiaries,” Justice Kajuga :
¢ said.“Any reasonable person in her po- :
On the question of knowledge, the *

sition would have known.”

S ATOLIND
BACKGROUND

Ms Nandutu’s former boss, Dr
Mary Gorstti Kitutu, is equally
still facing related charges in
regard to the diversion of the
Karamojairon shests. Howevar,
the Constitutional Court has
since halted her trialin the lower
court to enable her challenge
what she callsinhumane
treatment that was meted
against her during her arrest.

In 2023, then DPP, Justice
Jane Frances Abodo, declined
tosanctionfiles against several
othertop government officials,
citing lack of sufficient evidence,

The judge went on to dismiss Natr-
dutu’s defence that she had been side-

: lined in the ministry and acted with-
¢ out full knowledge, describing the
¢ claims as unsubstantiated and contrz-
. dicted by her own witnesses.

Justice Kajuga concluded that the

prosecution had proved that the iron

sheets were acquired as a result of an

: offence,namely, the diversion of public
: property,and that Nandutu knowingly
¢ dealtwith them.

“I accordingly convict her of the of-

. fence,”she ruled, before cancelling her
: bail

court found that Nandutu, by virtue
of her position, knew or ought to have :
known that the iron sheets were irregu- :
: onaccountability in public office.

The conviction, according to the Of-
fice of the Director of Public Prosecu-
tions (DPP), sends a broader message

“This conviction sends a strong and
necessary message that no individual,
regardless of status or public office, is

above thelaw;”said Ms Jacquelyn (.

: theDPP spokesperson,said.

@ CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

