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Kiboga hospital faces
power disconnection

To operate without power, The facility
which receives more than 40,000
patients from Kibale, Mityana, Mubende,
Kyankwanzi and Kiboga districts per year
will have to go without electricity if the
arrears which keep on accumulating are not
settled.

BY CHRISTOPHER KISEKKA
& EDISON NDYASIIMA
wdonalfug natonmedia com

KIBOGA. Kiboga hospital risks
operating without power after
Umeme threatened to disconnect the
facility, over a Shs140m power bill.

The power bill has reportedly
been accumulating for the last seven
years.

The power distributor, Umeme has
increasingly grown impatient after
the hospital management failed to
pay for the consumed power.
The facility which receives more
than 40,000 patients from Kibaale,
ana, Mubende, Kyankwanzi and

'll'\lttYV)v“-t $00 - s

G
P T

g gy L

Kiboga districts per year will have to
#o without electricity if the arrears
which keep on accumulating are not
settled.

Dr Michael Musiitwa, the acting
Kiboga District Health Officer (DHO)Y,
however, blames the problem on the
little funding the hospital gets from
central government, which he says
cannot run the facility.

“This problem has persisted
and whenever we raise the matter
to the concerned departments at
the Ministry of Health through the
district leaders, it is not given the due
attention it deserves,” Dr Musiitwa
said.

According to Mr Musiitwa, the
hospital receives approximately

Little funding. Dr
Michael Musiitwa,
the acting Kiboga
District Health
Officer (DHO),
however, blames
the problem on
the little funding
the hospital gets
from central
govemment, which
he says cannot
Tun the facility.

He says the

Shs32m per release which is ‘too
little’, He insists that with only
Shs32m per release, it's impossible
for the hospital to pay the Shsl40m
for Umeme,

Mr Stephen llungole, the Umeme
spokesperson has, however, accused
hospital authorities of not being
serious and asked them to pay or
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forget about having power at the
hospital

“We know that they rur
budget, which is a =
though, but these peopl
Hospital] have not paid o single col
since this year began,” Mr Hungole
el

He wondered why the hospital
failed to earmark any funds for
electricity in their budget,

“They claim that their budget s
small yet they have not allocated
money for power even when they
clearly know that power supply Is
one of the basics at the facility,” he
added.

He advised hospital authorities
to engage Umeme to find a lasting
solution to the problem before it's
too late.

“We don't want to end up
disconnecting power at the hospital.
All we want is to get a payment plan
for the accumulated electricity bill,”
Mr Hungole advised.

Kiboga District Woman Member
of Parliament, Ms Ruth Nankabirwa
told Dadly Monitor at the weekend
that she had brought the issue to the
attention of President Museveni,

She says the President has since |

directed the Energy and Health

ministers to see how the problemcan |

be resolved.

“We have had this challenge for
50 long and now the debt keeps on
accumulating, but the President
had ordered the Health and Energy

CONTINUES TO PAGE 10
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Govt blamed

MASAKA. Masaka District engineer
Mr Elias Jjuuko has attributed the
slow progress of the road netwark in
the district to the underfunding of the
sector by the central government.
Mr Jjuuko said Masaka District has
mare than 630km of the road network
yet the road fund extended to the
district remains at Shs420m. “The
residents and legislators expect a lot
from Masaka District yet the funds
cannat enable us do much for the
roads development. We need a revised
funding fer the reads sector,” Mr Jjuuko
sald. [All Mambule]
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Kiboga hospital faces
power disconnection

FROM PAGE 9

inistries to combine eﬂ’orts‘ and
:rl)lve the matter” Ms Nankabtr?va
said. She promised to link up with
the district leaders to avert the
crisisat Kiboga hospital and ensure
that the concerned government
departmentg implement the
Presidentia] directive on the
problem of unpaid hospital bills,

4
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