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lmilk production is determined by

number of calves the cow has

3 weed (parity). The more the

develops every after calf production

utexpertsadvise that the number of

alves should be limited to five. Age
and lactation are l.he other crucial
factors that determine the amount of
milka farmer expects from his cow.

According to experts, the cow's

m

ilk production ability may be

affected by change in feeding

patterns. If the dairy cows are feed
poorly expect low milk yields and
vice versa. “Itis better forafarmer to
read through the cow records before
buyingit,” Taremwa said.

Breed of cOW

There are many dairy breed_s ;
suich s Jersey, Ayrshire, Friesiaf
Guemsey. and Brown swl§‘

than today’s farmets crave ok
According to Precious Taremwa:
the coordinator of the dairy.
department at Kabanyolo, breeds
such as Friesian and Ayrshire eat
alotand give more milk while

the likes ofiJersey/long homed
and Guemsey eat less and aive
less milk-*Although Friesian

and Ayrshire give more milk, the
quality of milkis not so good; They.
produce less concentrated milk
(3.5 butter particles) while the
Jersey. long horred and Guernsey
have high quality milk (4.95
butter particles) * he explains.

He advises farmers to consider
adaptability of the cow to the
environment especially those that
can withstand drought periods.
*'ook for ammals that willably
resist diseases so that by the time
you call the doctoritis still alive;
“You should consider the semen
source for the exotic breeds” he
cald, Taremwa, advised farmers
to do a mix between the cows
that give a fot ofmilkand those
that give quality milk forbetter
produce
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during the Monltor Farm Clinic on Saturday. Below (right) a f'armer Is checking on a calf.

Comfort and welfare

The environment in which a cow
lives also contributes greatly to
its milk productivity according
to Katongole. “If a cow is in zero
grazing, it needs ample space to
stretch and exercise,” he says. Cows
need to maintain feeding intervals,
frequency in milking (the more you
milk the more milk you get), avoid
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of a modern dalry paddock system at tha stall of Helfer International on Saturday, PHOTOS BY LOMINDA AFEDRARL
n
" to one calf after 18 months for high
IMPORTANT TO NOTE milk yields, successful ipsem}qnation
Ot ives exercise and better animal health.
'J;:fha{f,"cﬁ"“;?f" ?f:;af aa ;';";3,’: “The cow gives you milk for 300 days.
for high milk yields, successful Expect more milkin the first 100 days
inserr?lnationy;xerc'ise and better and adecrease thereafter,” Katongole
i - i added.
€ ?nq;rg,hgggha T:ecowglvesyou There is a natural tendexcy in
g 2 milking cows that farmers were
f advised to grasp clearly; a cow
reduces milk after 14 days of birth
. i because it has lost appetite and is
3 milking the'cow up to the time when  stressed. Imt_ead of starving it, the
it gets a calf). Experts reccommend  experts advised continued good
'60_days but the hunger for money  feeding because body weight will
. drives most farmers to abuse it.Itis  returnsoon between week 10 and 12. ik
/ also advisable that a cow gives birth
atKab R amature Frieslan
physical confrontation like beating
it during milking and not mixing
cows of different types according to )

experts.

zing three stages of

lactation

There is always a challenge for
most farmers when handling the dry
off period (the time when you are not
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