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7he report. The leaders issyed
the directive during the launch of a

report on the state of the Kalanqgala
social services sector.

BY HENRY LUBULWA
editorial@uq nationmedia com
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KALANGALA. Kalangala District
leader_s led by the chairperson,
Mr Willy Lugoloobi, have ordered
the District Health Inspector, Mr
Edward Bugimbi, to immediately
close all landing sites that have no
pit-latrines.

The leaders issued the directive
during the launch of areport on the
state of the Kalangala social ser-
vices sector in Kalangala Town last
week. The report was carried out by
the Foundation for Human Rights
Initiative. .

Mr Lugoloobi was surprised by
report findings indicating that most
households at landing sites have no
pit-latrines and many still view itas
a government responsibility to put
up lavatory facilities for them.

“Government aims to have toilet
coverage at 100 per cent if we are
to curb diseases related to poor
hygiene. Don’t expect to get money
from the government or district to
build toilets. It is a responsibility of
every household to construct their
own pit-latrines,” Mr Lugoloobi
said.

“We need to sensitise Kasekulo
Landing Site residents on the use of
pit-latrines. The district has been
constructing pit-latrines which has
left residents lazy and irresponsi-
ble,” said Mr Deo Miiro, the coor-
dinator, Kalangala Human Rights
Defenders.

However, Mr Bugimbi said de-
spite sensitisation on the dangers
of having no toilets, most residents
have refused.to heed the advice.

“We are tired of teaching people
that using pit-latrines prevents
diseases. We are giving the people
a one week ultimatum to dig pit-
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Sorry state. A pit-latrine at Kasekulo Landing Site in Kalangala District. pHoTo B HENRY LUBULWA

ISSUES AT HAND

Unaffordable. The few existing places
of convenience at landing sites are
privately owned. It costs Shs200

to use a pit-latrine. If one is to ease
themselves five times a day, it would
cost Shs1,000 per day, which many
landing site dwellers can hardly afford.

Statistics. According to Water Aid
Uganda recent findings, arcund
26,000 children die every year from
diarrhoea which is caused by unsafe
water and poor sanitation. A world
Bank Water Sanitation Programme
report, 2012, showed that poor
sanitation is costing the country at
least Shs383 billion annually.

P

latrines. Failure to do so will force
us to close the landing sites. Our
aim is to have a healthy fishing en-
vironment, free from disease,” Mr
Bugimbi said.

Like is the case at many landing
sites across the country, access to
clean toilets and water is still a lux-
ury. The few existing places of con-
venience are privately owned and it
costs Shs200 to use a pit-latrine. If .
one is to ease themselves five times
a day, it would cost Shs1,000 per
day, which many landing site dwell-
ers can hardly afford.

A 2010 UN habitat brochure on
the water and sanitation initiative
in landing sites on Lake Victoria
found that 76 per cent of the popu-

* billion annually.

lation lacks access to sustainable
supplies of safe drinking water; 72
lacks access to improved sanitation
whereas less than five per cent gar-
bage is collected by local authori-
ties. -
According to Water Aid Uganda
recent findings, around 26,000 chil-
dren die every year from diarrhea
which is caused by unsafe water and
poor sanitation. A world Bank Wa-
ter Sanitation Programme report,
2012, showed that poor sanitationis
costing the country at least Shs389

Depending on depth and usage,
each pi-latrine takes not less than
five years to fill, experts from Water
Aid say.
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