Jacob Zuma fights for reputation § ;

The pressure. Jacob' Zuma just like And he has always relied on the mand he go - as they did to Thabo senior leaders in the former libera-

his predecessor Thabo Mbekiis under  backing of the governing African Mbekiin 2008. Thereis noprovision tion movement are currently at log-
. "pressure to leave power before the National Congress (ANC) to survive  in the constitution for a president to* gerheads with trade unions.

expiry of his term in 2018. his scrapes. be removed from power by recall but - - “Zumawill continue totake advan-
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JOHANNESBURG. South Africa’s

So despite his recent political
battering, Mr Zuma - an avid chess
player - is unlikely to throw in the
towel himself. - .

Al-Shabab denies Kenya has killed its spy chief. Militant

* Islamist group al-Shabab has denied its intelligence chief has
been killed in a Kenyan air strike in southern Somalia. Mohammed
Karatey and 10 other al-Shabab commanders were killed in the
strike on 8 February, the Kenyan army said. But al-Shabab, said
Karatey was alive and there had been no attempt on his life. [AFP]

Mr Mbeki was forced to resign.
For the moment that is unlikely as
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- tage of these divisions. There’s no

one strong lobby group about who
will succeed him,” Judith February,
political analyst at the Institute for
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President Jacob Zuma is experienc- But the ‘ruling of the Constltu- 5 Security Studies, told me. ;

ing the dark night of the political - tional Court, which could take sev- SONE MAJOR ISSUE But she said there is a chink in the

soul. 2 : eral months, and the outcome of “Thi rdtm bid. It iy reportid 73-year-old president’s armour. :
Last week he faced the embarrass- . upcoming local elections may ulti- ¢ Presidem‘z:;f::f" shrinpofora “He is not weakened enough, un- . -

ment of being heckled in parliament  mately decide his fate. : third term in office hmefjhe degnied the less the local government elections -

during a chaotic session when he
had to wait about an hour before he
could make his state of the union ad-
dress - an occasion that has all the
pomp and ceremony as that of the
US Congress.
That came hot on the heels of the
biggest political U-turn in demo-
-cratic South Africa’s political his-

- tory'wheén he agreed to pay back to

" the state some of the millions spent
on upgrading his private home, Nk-
andla. ‘

Yet it was a tactic that failed to
pay dividends as the opposition
went ahead with their case at the
Constitutional Court in the hope
that its ruling may open the way for
impeachment proceedings against
him. -

And then there. have been the
other upsets in recent months.

The finance ministers fiasco when
he had three within two days, send-
ing the markets into freefall and
sparking the Zuma Must Fall dem-
onstrations, which were rooted in
the student protests that rocked the
country last year.

And he was roundly mocked and
forced toissue an apology for declar-
ing at a business meeting that Africa
was the biggest continent - forget-
ting the huge land mass that is Asia.

But Mr Zuma has always been able
- tolaugh off the many controversies

* he has faced, including - before his
electionin 2009 - fighting off allega-
tions of rape and corruption in rela-
tion to an arms deal.

The president can only be re-
moved by the ANC. The party has a
parliamentary majority and so his
own MPs would have to vote for him
tobe fired.

The other scenario is that the
party’s national executive could de-

allegations saying | will “never ever” stand
for a third term as ANC President.

Abuse of public funds. Zumais criticised
for using public funds to rehabilitate his
rural home as well as failing to manage
the economy, which has been hit hard by
continued weakening of the Rand.

gohugely against the ANC, then they
might want to revisit the idea of re-
calling him,” Ms February said.

So the climb down over Nkandla
may have robbed him of his moral

. authority - but it is not checkmate,

yet.

Mr Jacob Zuha has seen growing criticism, especially for spend?ng public funds to rehabilitate his rural home. AFp PHOTO
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