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Ford's new Ranger XLT

18 built for Ugandan roads

The 2025 Ford Ranger
XLT.stands outasa
versatile pickup built for
Uganda’s varied road
conditions, combining
power, safety and fuel
 efficiency to handle city
 traffic, highways and
suburban roads

igh Kajjansi, Munyonyo,
before

looping back to the dealership.

Bold exterior styling

The Ranger XLT carries a bold, mus-
cular presence that feels inspired by
larger American-style pickups. Its wide
front stance, prominent grille, and sig-
nature C-clamp LED headlights give it
a commanding road presence that is
hard toignore.

At the centre of its honeycomb grille
sits the familiar Ford badge, while the
rear is fitted with halogen tail lamps
and integrated parking sensors.

The pickup comes with four front
and four rear parking sensors that
emit audible warnings when the ve-
hicle edges too close to obsta- -
cles. In tight urban parking

exit easier. Unlocking the
vehicle also triggers the side
mirrors to unfold automatical-

Iy a small but satisfying touch that
. enhances its premium feel.

The Ranger’s tough steel body con-

struction, integrated rear bumper
. steps,and a wide cargo bed, ready for
. aprotective cover, make it well-suited
- for everything from city errands to ru-
- ral haulage of farm produce.

 Moderntechnology inside _
Inside, the Ranger XLT blends prac-

ticality with modern digital conven-

ience. It features a 10-speed automat-
ic transmission with manual override,
giving drivers the option to take con-
trol when needed.

In “M”mode, gear changes can be se-
lected manually, allowing the driver
to adjust performance depending on
terrain, useful when tackling sandy
tracks, steep inclines or loaded condi-
tions that demand more pulling pow-

er.
The pickup also offers selectable
drive modes: 2H, 4H and 4L, allowing
the vehicle to adapt seamlessly be-
tween highways, slippery roads and
rough off-road terrain.
At the centre of the dash-
board sits a 10.1-inch
infotainment touch-

dio that requires
little adjustment for

everyday listening.
Strong highway perfor-

mance

One of the standout strengths of the
Ranger XLT is its 2.0-litre turbo die-
sel engine. Producing about 405Nm of
torque, it responds with reassuring ur-

gency the moment the accelerator is j

pmsed,pameulaﬂy when mergingin-
to fast-moving traffi

On the Northern Bypass and stretch-
es of the Entebbe Expressway, the |
Ranger built speed smoothly and con-

VERDICT

The 2025 Ford Ranger XLT
strikes a well-balanced mix of
toughness, safety and modern
refinement. It feels composed

on highways, capable on rough
roads, and comfortable enough
for daily urban use.

While its ride can feel firm over
Kampala's harsher road sections,
it compensates with strong en-
gine performance, advanced
safety systems, impressive fuel
efficiency and a cabin that feels
modern and well thought out.
Formotorists seeking a versatile
pickup that can handle farm runs,
long-distance travel and city dri-
ving with equal confidence, the
Ranger XLT remains one of the

fidently, making overtaking feel con-
trolled rather than forced, something
not all pickups in its class manage with
ease.

At higher speeds, stability remains
impressive. The gas-pressurised front
and rear shock absorbers help keep
the vehicle composed, distributing

- weight evenly through corners and
- longstraights alike.

The three-point seatbelts also tighten
& progressively as speed increases, add-

spaces, the alerts can feel e e screen support-

. abit persistent, bl}t t}xey I ing wireless Apple

* play a clear role in im- S m (é:;l:;yu ;n;i] An-
proving safety. : i ,along- |

Its elevated ride height side FM radio.
 is matched with long T“E E[]ST m: The sound sys- |

. side steps !)eneath the ; tem delivers clear,

* doors, making entry and TH[ E AR well-balanced au-

ing an extra layer of occupant protec-

. tion. A persistent warning system en-
smsnoonefometstobuckleup.
Safety features that stand out
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The Ranger XLT comes equippeg

with a suite of driver-assist
gies aimed at reducing risk and boog.
ing confidence.
Blind-spot monitoring alerts the!
driver to vehicles approaching frop
hard-to-see angles, while lane-keep.
ing assist gently warns whmthevq.,
cle begins to drift out of its lane.

A tyre pressure monitoring
continuously tracks tyre hmlth,n;
stantly alerting the driver via the dig-
ital cluster if pressure drops in my

Inslde the cabin is generouxl,
spaced, offering ample legroom for
both front and rear passengers. Dy-
al-zone climate control allows ind
pendent temperature settings fol
added comfort on longer journeys.

Where theride feels less refined

However, the Ranger is not wnhm
its compromises.

While its suspension shines on high-
ways and during high-speed corner-
ing, it feels noticeably firmer when"
dealing with sharp urban imperfa
tions, especially the double andquzl.
ruple speed humps common in Kam-
pala suburbs such as Buziga. .
It handles corners with confidence,
but passengers will still feel someo
the harshness transmitted through-
uneven city roads. -3
This is largely expected, given th
pickups are engineered with stmn;-
er rear suspension systems designed
for load-carrying and durability rath
er than plush urban comfort.

Fuel economy 3

The 80-litre fuel tank makes the
Ranger XLT a strong long-distance
companion.

On steady highway cruising at
around 80km/h, it delivers approx-
imately 16 kilometres per litre, gi
ing it a theoretical range of well over
1,000 kilometres on a full tank under
1deal conditions.

In stop-and-go urban tratﬁc,howev-
er, consumption drops to around 10
Kilometres per litre due to idlingand

* frequent acceleration.
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