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Monitor scholars
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S (f Lugalambo Trading Cen-
tre, the earthen road winds
through the Mehta Group's

ne plantation to Buvunya

5';'1{::: about 10 kilometres from Lu-
village.

gazi town:
“Here, in
r[.sldeminl ho

5‘;‘,“.’0‘,' are welcome our visitors.
'“;s Monitor Junior School. Our
1'!“510 is We Build The Nation,” the
mulﬂg wc me us in unison.
r“{%[. paper that builds the Nation”
The Monitor’s sloganand driving
was“ in the early years. It was taken
spinit 1 ¢ founder of the school, Mr
up bY L Masumbuko, one of the
Emmnnds of students who have over
25 years of The Monitor’s ex-
Jefited from its Corporate
isw{‘pronsibuny (CSR) policy.
Soc) hat appears to be a justifica-
v the saying by the Greek Phi-
0! her, Plato, that “Good actions
lqsOPt 'ngt-h to ourselves and in-
give ¢ ood actions in others”, Mr
spire gbuko. bearing in mind what
Mﬂ?“'"}'m,,,'mr had done for him,
"ht Jeave from his paid job at
ug gar Industries where he
rking as the Public Rela-

what was meant to be a
uee, is Monitor Junior

hun
the last

<
Mayuge Su
md) been W(;
o o(gil-’(:lcehis car in order to raise
He Sm turn what was meant to be
ﬁ!ndsungy home into a school that
s conly pmvides a service, bug also
“°‘§1es children from impoverished
e lies and those a(fected by HIV/
qugs to access education.
5 school has only a nursery sec-
: on and four primary sd]ool classes
nqh a student population of less
wit 300 pupils, but still offers the
%ﬁembleand Jess privileged a help-
"@%?ﬁdiveek we sent away those
o have notyet paid fees, but there
5 those ones you are not going to
arease pecauseif you chase them they
ﬂu not come back,” hesaidinanin-

“We squeeze the little resources

hich we have so that those ones
‘”,}0 pay at least cater for these
:’nes," hesays. . )
Mr Masumbuko’s actions are in-
spired by his ownstory. InJune1993,
parefooted and clad in his best wear,
2 torn uniform dat.mg back to his
days at Lugazi East Primary School,
hewas escorted into the office of the
5ditor~in-Chief of The Monitor along
pewinton Road.

r Wafula Ogutty, whowas t_.he pa-
er’s Editor-in-Chief was horrified.
i “The Boy was inrags. His shirtand

ir of shorts were torn. He had "‘,’,
shoes. He was in a terrible shape,
Mr Oguttu says as he looks back at
the events 0f1993.

Given that he could not afford to
raise money to buy a ngedle and a
thread to sew up the uniform which
had served him well the previous year
ashe prepared for the Primary Leav-

- “*-ns (PLE). it wowld be

i

Blig dream. The Director Monlitor Junior School Mr Emmanuel Masumbuko,
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Vision. Mr
Masumbuko's
sights are on
growing Monitor
Junior School
into an institution
of academic
excellence, but
also one that
will give the
disadvantaged
and vulnerable
hope.

Israelmore
Ayivor. The
Ghanaian author
and inspirational
speaker, once
said: “Someone
needs your
actions to inspire
his actions. Never
forget, your little
broken cake is
someone’s daily
meal! Care to
share your little
cake!”

N

LCI chairman, which he had on him.

'Those he had wrapped in an old
dirty polythene bag, akin to those
that many an old village folk are in-
clined to keep their most precious
documents.

_Emma Masumbuko had sat for
his PLE in 1992 and passed in Divi-
sion L He was on the admission list
of Manjasi High School, but with the
first term of what was meant to be
his Senior 1 halfway gone, he had not
gone to school as the family could
not raise the school fees.

His plight had been brought to
Mr Wafula’s attention by a nurse at-
tached to the Uganda Tea Corpora-
tion’s Estate in Kasaku, but Mr Wa-
fula had not been prepared for what
he was to see.

“I think he had given up hope on
ever going back to school,” says Mr
Oguttu. .

After a brief interview, Waf, as he
was popularly known, introduced
him to the newspaper’s other hon-
chos, Mr Charles Onyango-Obbo,
Mr David Ouma Balikowa, Mr James
Serugo and Richard Tebere before
handing him over to journalist Dis-
mas Nkunda to pen his story. T}xgy
then had meal at the nearby Sadinia
Restaurant. :

On June 18,1993, the life changing
story, “those with teeth don’t get the
meat” was published. It highlighted
Masumbuko’s plight and also called
onmembers of the public to come up
and partner with the paper in help-
ing himgo to school.

Ms Tecla Kinalwa (RIP), who was
by then the Permanent Secretary in
the Ministry of Local Govgrnment,
rose to the challenge, but like good
adherer to the teachings of the Bible,
which in Mathew 6:3 teaches that
“But when you give to the needy, do
notlet your left hand know whatyour
right hand is doing,” she }n_snsted that
there would be no publicity around

at she was doing.
Wt}l{abits do die hard. One of the hab-

i to
at Mr Masumbuko seems
'lts thl 1. ..ad une that nf hecom-

with some of his puplls. riom

to gain admission to Makerere Univer-
sity for a bachelors’ degree in Mass
Communication, but once again did
not have the resources to enable him
pursue the dream.

By then Ms Tecla Kinalwa was the
State House Comptroller. She quickly
helped him get a State House Scholar-
ship, but at the same time continued to
work with The Monitor to ensure that
his needs at the university were met.

Ms Kinalwa is long gone, but the sup-
port she rendered to Mr Masumbuko

hip ignites dream

nd the wror'd lives an.

Similarly, Waf may not be the Fd-
itor-in-Chief of the new=paper any
more, but the support that he and the
newspaper rendered are still very
much alive.

Mr Masumbuky graduatad in 2003,
had a stint at Daily Monitor and KEM
until 2006 and then left for the Sugar
Corporation of Uganda (5COUL asa
Puhlic Relations Officer.

Cognizant of where he had been, he
had dedicated some of is time at the
Monitor to highlizhting the plight of
those who had been [ike him. By the
time he left, 1 number of disadvan-
taged children had been helped.

One has since become a medical
doctor thanks to funding from the
Non-Government Organisation, [n-
ternational Needs Uganda, and an-
other has since become a civil engi-
neer thanks to the help from the East
African Development Bank.

Mr Masumbuko’s sights are on
growing Monitor Junior School into
aninstitution of academic excellence,
but also one that will give the disad-
vantaged and vulnerable hope.

The Ghanaian Author and Inspi-
rational Speaker, Israelmore Ayivor,
once said: “Someone neads your ac-
tions to inspire his actions. Never
forget, your little broken cake is
someone’s daily meal! Care to share
your little cake!”

Yes, out of one little touch, one
scholarship, a dream has come. And
it is one that is being pursued.
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