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‘ in those parts also accoyy
for the disparity. As Per th
l 2022 Kenya Poverty Report
| based on the 2022 Renya Con.
| tinuous Household Survey.
| among the seven countigg

n these times of growing |
uncertainty and shifting |
trends. the value of d_ata -1
raw information typically |
depicted in words ot figures |
- continues o gToW. AS AT-

) { with the highest overall poy.
tificial Intelligance (AD dor- } erty rates are Turkana (82 7
Inates the information l;nlnd-. | percent), Mandera (72.9 o~
s;ape; prompt,;ompre en_ : | cent)and Samburu (719 per.
N S | cent). Contrast this with the
even more essential. Access

rhan visits the Flamingo Marine Base in
1 izns of thousands deagd. Prage AP

Port Sudan on August 28,

‘¢ army breaks
key southern city

S Rt e T e et
1 Al-Dalanj before Monday described attscks,
from Al-Fashir during the RSF siege

ing to the UN’s human rights office. Dur-
ing a visit to Sudan last week, the UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights urged Su-
lan says it has bro-  danese and RSF officials to ensure “crimes
Je of the southern  committed during and after the takeover of
y by Rapid Support  Al-Fashir are not repeated”in South Kordo-
uring which survi-  fan, according to a statement.
ipeople werekilled  Residents who fled Al-Dalanj before Mon-
artillery strikes as  day described drone and artillery attacks,
echoing accounts from Al-Fashir during the
adents had beenre-  RSF siege. Reuters could not confirm their
:5 and animal skin, accounts.
died of hunger. Oth-  “We loft because of the hunger and humil-
dbecausetheycould  iation. We couldn’t find work... we couldn't
or leave to get treat-  find foodsaid Haja Bahareldin, who spoke
with other women sheltering in a camp out-
side the city of Al-Obeid to the north.
She said one of her children died of hun-

n after war broke out
:n the army and the

:n the RSF joined fore:  ger along the way and her two twins died
{-N rebels. after her arrival.
:ased on Monday, the  *Now I have no small child to carry in my

‘med forces and sup-  arms”she said.
ihle to decisively open  Al-Obeid and Kadugli towns have wit-
4, after carrying out a  nessed intanse fighting While drone attacks
. have eased in Kadugli, the sicge has caused
spond to a request for  sky-high prices and a scarcity of drugs as
i) residents reported  doctors flee along with others, aid workers
on Tuesday. The win,if say

12l 2 momentum shift  In November, Kadugli was declared by
25t yzar. global monitors to be in famine. Experts
of the largest cities in  said Al-Dalanj was likely to be experiencing
0 Kordofan province. thesame. N

143 become the latest Tambula Silia, another woman from
ice the RSF captured Al- - Al-Dalanj, said residents had t?een reduced
st holdout in Darfur,in  to eafing leaves and animal skin.

“For four or five months, I didmw't have a

people have been dis-  single piece of bread for me or my child”she
Fordofan since, accord-  said.

data is alsg a site where ine-
qualities play out, as not all |
who need data have access
to it when needed and in the
necessary form for the most |
beneficial application. !

The global non-profit or- l
ganisation, ONE Campaign ~ |

through its One Data initia- |
tive - has just issued an anal- |
ysis which zeroes in on some |
of the key limitations around |
data accessibility and use, of- |
fering some recommenda- |
tions to address them, key of |
which is shifting from “static®
reports to “living™ forms of ev-
idence that are more amena- ‘
ble to usage by ordinary peo- ‘
ple, policymakers and media. ‘

The first issue is data frag-
mentation. Despite the gener- |
ation of vast amounts of da- ‘
ta - for example by the devel-
opment world ~ usage is not
optimal because data is often
difficult to find and present-
ed in unusable formats for
many would-be users.

As aresult, partial, and out-
dated information or anec-
dotes drive inferences in-
stead of comprehensive evi-
dence,

Secondly, the pace of pub-
lic interest data production
is t0o slow for the sort of ag-
ile decision-making demang-
ed by fast-paced policy deci-
sion-making cycles,

For example,crucial nation-
al demographic data is gen-
erated infrequently. Because
demographic and health sur.
veys - covering health, nutri-
tion and fertility - only hap-
pen every five vears (in some
cases longer), while popula-
tion census take place every
10 years.

In their words, “this is too
infrequent to allow for con-
tinuous learning and course
correction” and is a sig-
nificant constraint to evi-
dence-based policy practice,

Encouragingly, countries
may already be mindfy] of
this critique and making ef-
forts to address th

ddress the gap,
Ever since it starteg con-

- Tanzania and Uganda did

ducting these Surveys ip
1989, Kenya launcheq 5 mi-
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Withou! eredible
and prompl data.
the evidenee base
for poliey choiees
and aclion fails,
further deepening
exisling
imbalances

0l (smaller in scope) demo-
graphic and health survey
late last year to provide “up-
dated and fresh® data to the
country’s last comprehensive
survey of 2022,

their last comprehensive sur-
veys in 2022, while Rwanda
did one last year.

The third structura] con-
straint is the emphasis on
national averages when pre-
senting data. Most officia] sta-
tistics hjstorica.lly present as
national averages yet broad
averages mask granular djs.
parities.

Averages do not Jend them-
selves well for taking deci-
sions like targeted interven-
tons to tackle poverty and
Inequalities to broaden incly.
ston. The picture of Doverty
In many low- anq middle-in-
COMme countries js often a sto-
g 0; stark contrast between

€ poorest 3 i
ndm ur?d thelr‘hetter

That differentiy) between
‘hﬁ_P001_‘esi and least poor
regions js often,more than
30 DertE_ntage Doints, To i]-

> & 1n Renya the spatial

EDSI0N of paye stark-

1y manifegts i arid?arts rt—
iﬂnsererpgriencing as much
a5 high levels of

E;ﬁgyy than the regt of the

places with the lowest pover.
ty rates like Nairobi (16.5 per.
cent), Kiambu (19.9 percent)
| and Kirinyaga (23.1 percent),
| If exarnination of the poverty
data in Kenya stopped at the
cited average overall rate of
39.8 percent, we would miss
the reality of far worse con-
ditions in the three counties,
| confirming how national ay-
erages conceal sub-national
| inequalities, -
‘ In this example, granular
data can support policy deci-
sions aimed at responding to
this scenario,

Without credible and
prompt data, the evidence
base for policy choices and
action fails, further deepen-
ing imbalances.

The analysis of this advi-
sory on data cautions about
the tendency to ignore that
which is statistically invisi-
ble, whilst prioritising what
is measured. Often, the needs
of entire communities and
groups of people are ignored
when they are “statistically
invisible”,

In the modern online infor-
mation ecosystem, in which
search engines - those non-
human machine learning
Systems - are integral, *da-
ta voids® are a minefield for
misinformation and disinfor-
mation, underscoring further
the value of availing credible
data,

As the information land-
Scape changes, the form
in which data is present-
ed - which also links to de-
livery channels and mecha-
nisms — matters. This analy-
sis also echoes research find-
ings which back up trends to-
wards higher uptake across
audiences, of more visual,
short format information.
Providing information cut-
PUts in short form need not
sacrifice the quality and rig-
our often associated with

text-oriented long form ver-
sions,

The writer is a social policy an-

Historicy) underinvestment

alyst with an interest in politi-
cal economy.




