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Women and men prepare food for refugees. There are more than two million refugees in Uganda. PHOTO/FILE

. try’s commitment to Uganda’s refugee
- response and broader development
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and small enterprises,”Mr Savage said.
He added that the energy hubs are ex-

pected to support irrigation, cold stor- -
- age, milling, digital connectivity, and

small businesses while promoting cli-

mate-smart agriculture and reducing

post-harvest losses.
IOM also announced an additional

- $533,333 project under the United Na-
. tions Trust Fund for Human Securi-
. tyaimed at strengthening early warn-

- ingsystems, climate adaptation, and in-
* stitutional capacity in the Rwenzori re-
. gon.

Meanwhile, the World Food Pro-
gramme said part of the funding will

- support emergency food and nutrition

assistance targeting newly arrived ref-
ugees, especially vulnerable children

- and mothers. -
. “Thefirst 1,000 days of a childs life de-

- termine their future growth and devel-
- opment,”WFP Deputy Country
- sentative Marcus Prior said.

“What a mother wants when she

- crosses the border into Uganda, ex-
- hausted is to see her child eat and re-

cover. That is what this contribution

- makes possible”he added.

Japan’s Ambassador to Uganda,
his coun-

R g : “The funds have been allocated to ref-
- ing will improve refugee registration Active contribu- = support refugees, asylum seekers,and = ugee protection, education, livelihoods,
- and protection systems, expand nutri- tors. - host communities aﬂ‘ectedbylaxge in- - food,and nutrition. The international
tion services and establish communi- We focus only - fluxes;”he added. eonumm:tyfacsmanychaﬂen@sthat
ty-managed solar energy hubs, serving j onhumanitarian  UNHCR said part of the Japanese require collective action,and coopera-
both refugees and host communities. response, but - funding will support up to 160,000 ' tion is more important than ever,” Mr
" The support comes against a back- - this supportwill = newly arrived asylum seekers through = Sasayamasaid.
drop of declining international human- ' also strengthen resilience sothat  registration, documentation, emergen- Henoted that Uganda and Japan con-
itarian assistance, including reduced = refugees become active contribu-  cy cash assistance, healthcare,mental = tinue to maintain strong bilateral re-
contributions from traditional donors ~ tors rather than passive recipients  health support,and provision of non- - lations through infrastructure and de-
such as the United States. of aid,” food items. - velopment cooperation, including
UNHCR figures indicate that refugee - Mr Leonard Zulu, the United The International Organisation for = the Kampala Flyover project and
aid to Uganda stood at $500 millionin ' Nations Resident Coordinator in Migration said it will use part of the = planned reconstruction of
- 2019 before falling to $370 millionin : Uganda. funding to establish two solar-powered * Bridge.
2021, rising slightly to $414 million in commlmnymergyhuhsm“nnbebm- The Office of the Prime Minister wel-
2022, then declining again to $294 mil- =~ “In the Uganda Country Refugee Re- - trict, one in a refugee settlement and = comed the support,describing it as vital
lion in 2024 and between $130 million = sponse Plan, UNHCR requires $361mil- - anotherin a host community. ataumewhmlnnnamtmanp:mnu
and $140 million in 2025. lion for 2025 and 2026.In2025,0nly 18 - I0M Chiefof Mission Sanusi Tejan Sav- ~ areincreasing.
- UNHCR Deputy Country Represent- = percent has been funded, and for 2026, - age said many refugee-householdsre- = The Assistant Commissioner for Refu-
ative Bernard Inkoom warned that = we are at just 14 percent,”Mr Inkoom = main heavily dependent on aid and ® gees,Mr Douglas Asiimwe, thanked Ja-
Uganda’s refugee nse remains se- ~ said. lack opportunities for economic self-re- * pan for its continued partnership de-
verelyunderfunded despite growing = “This shows ahuge gap and theseveri- = liance. spnntlghtmmgglobalﬂmdingemdi-
ty of the funding crisis as we struggle to ‘Manymﬁ@efamﬂ:shmbem :
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increasingly dependent on aid and lack
opportunities to rebuild self-reliance,
At the same time, West Nile faces severe
energy shortages affecting agriculture
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