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BY GERTRUDE MUTYABA

LWENGO. For several residents of
Lwengo District. the mention of former
district chairperson George Mutabaazi
evokes memories of a strict leader who
led with an iron hand.

During his decade-long tenure, Mr
Mutabaazi became known for enfore-
ing community participation in Bulun-
gi bwa nsi [communal] activities and

sanitation campaigns, at times caning’

residents who failed to construct pit-la-
trines or maintain hygiene standards.
While his methods were controver-
sial, some residents credit his adminis-
tration with instilling a sense of com-
munity responsibility in a district that
once ranked among the most underde-
veloped in the Greater Masaka area.
Now,anew generation of leadership is
emerging in Lwengo.
Mr Abasi Kizito,a 30-year-old member
of the Opposition National Unity Plat-
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30-year-old Lwengo District boss pledges accountabilify

form (NUP) party. has taken over the
mantle.

Mr Kizito garnered 21.670 votes, nar-
rowly defeating the ruling National Re-
sistance Movement (NRM) party’s Jo-
seph Lubega Bazonoona.who garnered
21,195 votes, Forum for Dem-
ocratic Change’s Mudashir
Mpagi got 154 votes, while
independent candidate
Deus Kiberu secured 153
votes.

Mr Kizito's victory
makes him one of the
youngest district chair-
persons in the country and
marks his first entry into elec-
tive politics.

The new district leader said several
residents doubt his ability tolead, citing
* his age and limited experience in pub-

lic administration.

“Many people believe leadership po-
sitions should only be occupied by old-
er and more experienced individuals,
but the Constitution gives young Ugan-
dans the chance to lead and prove their

- worth. he explained.
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LWENGO DISTRICT
TAKES EFFECT

Mr Kizito said he did not ex-

ed his victory to the trust

andunity.

during his time at Makerere University,

- where he held several leadershiproles.
Lwengo District, carved out of Masa- !
- ka District in 2010, has frequently been

pect to defeat more seasoned
politicians, especially in his
firstattempt at elective of-
fice. However, he attribut-

dogged by political disagreements and
accusations of poor service delivery.
The district comprises six sub-counties
and four town councils and continues
to face major development challeng-
es, including poor road infrastructure,
limited access to clean water, and weak
health services.

Mr Kizito said his administration will
prioritise transparency, prudent man-
agement of public resources, and im-

- proving service delivery,
voters placed in his mes-
sage of accountability -

“We cannot continue returning un-
spent funds to the centre in Kampala

© when our communities still lack clean
Although new to main- :
stream politics, Mr Kizito said
he gained leadership experience :

water and good roads,”he stated.

- Tuption and ensuring government
Mr Kizito added:“My focus willbe on :

. ensuring every shilling allocated to the

i district benefits the people.”

. One of the persistent challenges in

some parts of Lwengo is the sharing of

i watersources by humans and livestock,

- against complacency,adding that 1

asituation residents said exposes
to waterborne diseases. Mr Kizito plag,.
es to work with technical staff ang dz-
velopment partners to improve ad
cess to safe water. The outgoing dlistr
chairperson , Mr Ibrahim Kitatta, yhol
vacated the seat to contest for the
koto West parliamentary seat bt 105t 1y
the incumbent Muhammad Ssen aayj
urged Mr Kizito to build on the oroeroee
already achieved in the district.
“The people spoke, and their degj
sion must berespected,”Mr Kitats sai
adding: “Leadership comes with
challenges, especially in fighting

grammes are implemented effectiy
He cautioned the young lead

aging a council with competing po
ical interests would require pati
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