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EVENTS MANAGEMENT
COMPANIES COULD
AT LAST HAVE THEIR
WORK MADE EASY,
FOLLOWING THE
DEVELOPMENT OF
SOFTWARE T0 EASE
THE SELLING OF
TICKETS, WRITES
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project and their idea was @ tcketin|
system to simplify work for event
organisers and anyone interested in
events.
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STUDENTS DEVELOP SOFTWARE T0
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ng in different categorles —
gfdklentrg or VIP tickets and their
prices, Interested people can then
start buying by dragging the tickets
into their cari,” Abdulkarim explains,
Payment for the tickets is done using
mobile money and then the buyer gets
a reference number. As developers
siem, they get a small
percentage uff each tcket sold,
" *[[a tlcket is, say $10, we can
deduct $0.5 off each one. 1f an event
organiser wants theirevent to be
~ prominent or 01 fop of other events
on the platform in order (o be seen

creating a username, password ~easily, they pay a certain amount to be
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catured event.
mjw: :l‘ﬁﬂhnvc three categories of
ptions —standard, business and

remium — that the event organiser will pay
Ps 10 be featured on. 1 you have not paid
um.l ‘we have, say over 1,000 events in the
nlllfurm.yuurs will not be seen easily. Our
P em is llke Google; when you ShaebTin
results that come on top are the ones that are
paid.” Makwera explains.

‘The standard subscription rate, for example,
s about $10 (s1i35,000) per month to have an
event featured. They are currently working lo
Jiave the same algorithm as Google,

ides event tickets, they have ‘plans
of having other types of tickets, such
as air tickets if one wants to travel. But
for now, they are studying how far the
system can g0 as they plan on adding new
features.
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SOFTWARE
DEVELOPMENT I A
NASCENT INDUSTRY I
UGANDA AND THE UPTAKE
OF PRODUCTS IS NOT AS
FAST ASIT IS EXPECTED,
WRITES JOHN ODYEK

Sofiware developers fro
company have accused B;::ﬁ
hanl;s of not embracing high
quality software solutions.

“The banks in Uganda are not
lakmg advantage of IT 10 ensure
elliciency and reach more the
unbanked rural population.”
Lucrezia Biteete, the managing
director of Laboremus Uganda,

says.

Laboremus Uganda, an IT
consultancy company with
Toots in Norway, is one of
the companies, training local
software developers to tap into
the growing |CT sector.

Biteete says they work on

LOCAL FIRMS BLAMED FOR LOW SOFTWARE UPTAKE

projects for the Norwegian |
market and customused software
solutions for East Africa. |

that (hey have some expenence
before we hire them. Otherwise

government organisatons the fraining takes long.” he says.

He says although they have ojects that aim to improve The company runs an exchang
worked on many large systems /training programme where, at
for the Norwegian market, they: * any one time, two Ugandan stafl
have not been able to scll ther St b > are in Norway for a period of sit
products 1o local banks.. +\_best scfiware developers learnt mouths or more.

According 1o Biteete, the team . saftware developmenton their Biteete identifies some of
has developed web portals, Wit ~the challenges they face as
digital archives for several “._ “The software engineermg - high raxes on labour. He says
ministries, monitoring and “._ course at Makerere isnew,and -~ lower taxes would enable them
evaluation systems for aid “we are-just gemng some of the 10 employ and train more

mobile applicati first For the software people in business process
and finandial systems for the local ~ developers, we normally prefer outsourcing.
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