News

DAILY MONITOR | THURSDAY, APRIL 5, 5, -

www.monitor.cn ,,,

Mukono traders face
sethacks in new site

Traders at the new market location in Mukono Municipality. PHOTO/JESCA SABANO

While some traders welcomed the move to the
new location, citing increased space and the
potential to attract more customers, others ex-
pressed frustration over its state.

BY JESCA SABANO

raders in Mukono Municipality
have raised concerns over poor
conditions at the newly designat-

ed market site following their re-

cent eviction from Kame Valley Market.
The relocation comes after a two-day
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enforcement operation last week in
which municipal authorities cleared
traders from the streets to restore order
in the town.

On Tuesday, officials directed the af-
fected traders to relocate to a new site
on Mulyanti and Nakawolole roads in
Mukono Central Division.

While some traders welcomed the

The abrupt relocation has
further disrupted business, with
some traders reporting ade-
cline in customers who are still
searching for them at their for-
mer locations.

move, citing increased space and the
potential to attract more customers,
others expressed frustration over the
state of the new location.

Several traders complained about

muddy grounds and impassable rr;.
arguing that the municipality shoy),
have first improved the infrastricty,,,
before resettling them.

“We are working in mud becay-,
the roads are in a bad state " said Alj..
Namazzi,a trader,adding that the ¢,

. ditions are negatively affecting hisine-.

operations.

Traders alsoraised concerns abot t},.
lack of essential facilities at the site ;.
ticularly toilets. Many reported havi,,

. to walk about half a kilometre to i,
- kono Taxi Park to access sanitation «er.
- vices.

The abrupt relocation has further (..

- rupted business, with some traders |y,
. John Busulwa reporting a decline i,

customers who are still searching fo;
them at their former locations.

Rosete Kobumujuni, a trader, urgsq
the municipality to intensify publi.
awareness campaigns to help custom.
ers locate the new market.

Tensions have also surfaced amons
traders, with disputes emerging over
space allocation at thessite.

Ivan Semanda, the market’s security;
chief, attributed the conflicts to the lack
of clear demarcation, adding that trad-
ers are competing for limited space.

Meanwhile,mechanics operating nez
the area have raised concerns that t.
market is blocking access to their garag:
es, as stalls have been set up along the
roadside.

In response, Mukono Municipal Town
Clerk Francis Byabagambi, acknowl-
edged the challenges, saying the munic-
ipality is engaging landlords to secure
more suitable space for the traders.

He added that efforts are underway to
improve conditions and ensure traders
operate in amore organised and condu-
cive environment.

The trader relocation is part of the on-
going new trade order across the coun-
try. Under the operations to clear con-
gested areas on streets, road reserves
and ungazetted trade areas, authorities
in Mukono conducted forceful evictions
for businesses to create orderliness in
the municipality.
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