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Nile has been left behind
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tential. We have fertile land,cross-border
trade opportunities with DRC,South Sudan,
and CAR, abundant minerals,and a hard-
working population. The problem is politi-
cal exclusion.

In the early 19705, West Nile and North- -
ern Uganda were home to some of the best
schoolsin East Africa. These were centres;
academic excellence. Those gains have b

systematically

lapidated infrastructure, poorly motivated
teachers,and poor examination results.
Dear Mr President, the 2030 Sustainable
Development Goals are fast approaching,

We are only a few years away from the ta

get date.On most health indicators—mate

nal mortality neonatal mortality,immuni-
sation coverage, skilled birth attendance—
We‘tmﬂSWthgandawasmzoloWe
are a full decade and a half behind the res

of the country.

Iwould humbly propose a structural solu-
tion: the creation of a State minister for
West Nile Affairs within the Office of the
Prime Minister. This minister would havea

singular mandate—to unlock the untappe
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