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By Merbert Mucake

Baes are one of the most
critieal agricultural Inputs,
yet they are neglected,
cattsing countless Josses and
destruction of the ecosystem

Herhert Mugisha, the
executlve director of Green
Cane Innovations L,
nightlghts that bees and
pther pollinators are critical
1o human surelval and
environmental health due
1o thelr essential role In
pollination.

“Rees and pollinators

rovide essentlal, natural
services free of charge.
Without them, both life and
livelihoods would eollapse.
This Is because about 70% to
807 of our food — especially
frults and vegetables — relies
directly on pollination. So,
without pollinators, we cannot
survive,” he explains,

However, these pollinators
and the bees are facing
extinction. Their populations
are decreasing every day
due 1o habitat loss from
deforestation, Increased use of
{ndiscriminate chemicals and
pollution.

“There is a need to make
deliberate efforts to ensure
these pollinators are saved.
By saving them, we save the
world,” Mugisha says.

BEES AS AGRICULTURAL INPUTS
Mugisha says, unfortunately,
when it comes to inputs,
people only look at seeds,
rrigation, fertilisers and
pesticides, among others

and forget extremely critical
pollinators.

“Therefore, there is a need
to focus on creating awareness
that pollination should be
considered as an agro-input,”
he stressed.

Most farmers have neglected
this in their planning. For
example, if you are a coflee
farmer, it is imperative that
you have bees on your farm
for pollination because there is
scientific evidence that insect-
pollinated coffee has higher
fruit setting, This is because
pollination helps prevent
flower abortion in the coffee.

*“Once your coffee starts
flowering and the flowers
are pollinated, they become
stronger, leading to more fruit
setting,” Mugisha says.

Insect-pollinated coffee,
specifically that pollinated by
honey bees, is said to have
berries that ripen uniformly,
which simplifies harvesting for
the farmer, enhances quality,
thereby increasing the coffee
flavour profile. :

“Because uniform bean
sizes and enhanced aromatic
quality make clear economic
sense, farmers should factor
pollination services into
their seasonal agro-input
planning. What began as a
‘save the bees’ initiative has
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now evolved into a structured
national pollinator economy
framework,” he adds.

This proves to the world that
pollination brings economic
benefits to households,
farmers, communities and the
country.

EARNING FROM BEEKEEPING

 Osuman Mwebe, a beekeeper

at Kamusogonya-Butoolo

village, Kamengo sub- county
in Mpigi district, has a varicty
of hives that give him business
sustainability. Each variety has
a different harvest time and
yields different volumes.

Mwebe explains that Kenya
Top Base hives (KTBs) are
harvested after six months
and yield five to eight litres
of honey. Tanzania Top
Base hives (TTBs) are also
harvested after six months
and yield eight to 10 litres
of honey. Langstroth are
harvested after three months,
yielding eight to10 litres of
honey.

“A well-processed litre of
honey goes for sh30,000.
When you add value to your
honey, you get between
sh400,000 and sh500,000
from one litre of honey,” he
says.,

For example, from two litres

of honey mixed with Bee
venom, Mwebe gets three
600ml bottles, selling each at
sh350,000. From the same, he
gets two 900ml hottles, each
selling at sh400,000. This
means that from the two litres
of honey that would fetch only
sh60,000, he gets sh1,050,000
and sh800,000 respectively.
For processed beeswax, a
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har that weighs kg is <old ot
sh30,000.

According to Mwebe, every
10 litres of honey yields
between 1.5 and 2kg of
beeswax, alongside a quarter-
kilogramme of propolis, which
sells for sh80,000.

WORLD BEES CELEBRATIONS
Mugisha explains that the

ave the bees campaign

hinges on three pillars — ~
pollination for agricultural
productivity, pollination for
biodiversity and ecosystem
regeneration and pollination
for livelihood.,

“So, as we celebrate World
Bee Day, let us remind our
ourselves that pollination is
critical for our livelihood.”
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UGANDA BEST FARMERS COMPETITION 2028

NOMINATE

YOUR

UGANDA
BEST FARMERS

\WARDS 2026

BEST ..

FARMER

150 MILLION
UP FOR GRABS

14 OUTSTANDING FARMERS WILL
WINANALL EXFENSES PAID THIF

16 THE NETHERLANDS

A FARMER WHO:

Eamns from farming
Adds value to produce

Uses climate-smart practices &

maintains high hygiene

Is Innovative and uses technology c
Has impact In the community

ot Rerminter

* Has expansion plans

* Keeps proper records

* Invests In knowledge

* Has farmed for at least 3 years

(min. 30
also be nominated.

Send name, telephane cantact and district of the nominee to

harvestmaney a newvision.co.ug OR SMS: Uganda’s Best Farmers + Name +
Contact to 8338. Farmers can also self-nominate. Women are encouraged
to apply: Deadline for submissian: Tuesday, 30" June 2026
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