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According to Mr Ka-
banda, the decision

to revoke Mz Among's
endorsement followed
“fresh guidance” from
PLU chairparson Gen
Kainerugaba.

EY PHILIF WAFULA
he Patriotic League of Uganda
(PLLY hae been described ac the
latest wave on the political soeme.

I follewing the events that have

shaped the incoming Farliamentary
leadership in the past week.

The PLU 15 2 loowe political preesure
Eroup pushing for the Choed of Defence
Foroes (CDF) Gen Muhoon Kaineriga
ba to be the next leader of Usanda af-
ter his father. Preudent Musewen; | as
week, they withdrew their endorse-
et of Ms Anita Annet Among and My
Thomas Tayebwa as Speaker and Dep-
uty Speaker of the 12th Parhiament n~
spectively

The newly sworn-in Members of Pan
hament (MPy) are expected to elect a
new Speaker and Deputy Speaker on
May 25 The Speaker of Parhiament is
one of the third most powerful and re-
vered office in the country’s povern-
ance structure. The announcement by
the PLU Secretary General David Ka-
banda formally quashed a March 11
directive. urpng all PLU-leaning MPs-
elect to rally behind the duo's reelec
tonind.

*The endorsement of Ms Anita An-
net Among and Mr Thomas Tayebwa
= candidates for Speaker and Deputy
Speaker far the 12th Parla-
ment of Uganda is retracted and with-
drawn with immediate eflect.” Mr Ka-
banda said at the PLU offices in Kolola,

inerugaha’s
those who were reportedly spreading
«daims that she harboured

ambitions of her own in the 2031 elec-

nons.
Ms Among became Speaker of the
11th Parliament on }4arch 25,2022, re-
placing the late Jacob Oulanyah, who
died in office while receiving treat-
ment in Seartle, USA. To further down-
play her ambitions for the presidency,
Ms Among denied any inowledge of
even cocking a gun, a weapon the cur-
-rent President has been familiar with
for most of his adult life.

Mr Kabanda said the dedision to re-
voke Ms Among’s endorsement fol-
person, Gen Kainerugaba, who has
since endorsed outgoing State Minister
for Defence, Mr Jacob Oboth-Oboth for
Speaker of Parliament.

“He has been the best minister in our
government for the past 5 years | want

to be the first to endorse him for Speak- -

er of Parliament (2026-2031). God bless

Hon Oboth-Oboth,” Gen Muhoozi post-

ed on his X account,

T‘hc;e remarks followed a high-level
meeting at State House chaired by Pres-
ident Museveni, which was reportedly
attended by Ms Among and her prede-
cessor,Ms Rebecca Kadaga,

During Mr Oboth-Oboth’s thanksgiv-
ing ceremony in Mukono District at the
weekend, Mr Kabanda informed the
West Budama Central MP that as Pres-
ident Museveni’s preferred choice, he |
would become the Speaker of the 12th
Parliament in-waiting.

*... This message has come from my |
chairman of PLU, and he has instruct- =
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cuts cake at Gen Muhoozi Kainerugaba's 52nd birthday recently.

i

Jacob Oboth-Oboth during the celebration of the candidature announce-

ment. PHOTO/IBRAHIM KAVUMA

ed me to inform you that it has been
endorsed by His Excellency the Pres-
ident of Uganda,” Mr Kabanda said to
thunderous applause from the over 300
MPs-elect in attendance.

The NRM is yet to respond to this deci-
sion, which literally locked Ms Among
and Mr Tayebwa out of retaining their
former positions in the 12th Parlia-
ment, going by the emerging strength
of Gen Muhoozi and his PLU.

- Aquietcoup? ;

Asked whether power has slowly shift-

| ed from the NRM Secretariat to PLU,

Prof Gerald Kagambirwe Karyejja, the
dean ofthe School of Management Sci-

ence at Uganda Management Institute
(UMLI), said the pressure group is nei-
ther turning back nor can be ignored.
“Political actors have to either work
with it, for it, around it, or against it.It
is the latest wave in the political scene,”
he said on Sunday, adding that going
forward, there will be an increase in

' theinfluence and dominance of PLU in

shaping the politics of NRM and the na-
tion.

“Next will be the formation of the
Cabinet and significant positions in the
country It may alsoemerge,not as a key
factor in decision-making, but also in
policy initiation and legislation. We are
going to see an increase in political ac-

ards?

tors either running to get PLU numbers  dered recqunlsupewisedhy,_h .
or registration and affiliation,"hesaid.  Chief Magistrate Albert Asiiny,, Sy
“The Oppositionand activistsarenow ~ Nameere won with 25 502 & My
1 Ms Nalubowa garnered 23,176,
Semujju Nganda's narrative on PLU,es- ~ While the Judiciary is yet 1o Tes
pecially those who had either under-  to Mr Kabanda's latest allegagj, "
estimated or dismissed the putfit. This  fronting Justice Isaac Teko toh NS of
case, Mr sz says its allegeq
should be interpreted as“instip,

to join (former Kira Municipality MP)

may include legal battles and massive
social media activity”

Prof Kagambirwe said PLU is position- = caution”,rather than

ing itself to gain or increase political

legitimacy for being reformistin this  avoid commenting on politica] L
fire until formal processes Toss.

kisanya (term).

banda said: “Justice Teko has 5
been guided on how to hang), "
case [court petition]," involving ;,, th
ing Masaka City Woman M,y ;20
Nameere.and MsRose Nalubery 1)
National Unity Platform (NUpy N -"1. 1
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“It is common for the Judiciar, ,

Governance researcher Job Kijjasays  However, the fact that politicy) e

the current friction between the NRM
and PLU over the speakership race does
not signal a total breakup, but a signifi-
cant and troubling internal reconfigu-
ration of power.

“PLU is no longer just a mobilisation
wing, but a decisive kingmaker shaping
institutional leadership,”he says.

feel empowered to openly

2022

claim ing,,
L))
)

MrKiijaalso points to the overwhelm-  March, 2022, Anita Annet Among

ing attendance of the MPs-elect at Mr = replaces the late Jacob Oulanyan
. Oboth-Oboth's thanksgiving ceremony,  who had passed on in Seattle,
- and open endorsements from NRM's
| deputy Secretary General, Ms Rose-

| mary Namayanja.

“That proves that the NRM establish-

' ment is rapidly aligning with the stra-

tegic direction set by GenKainerugaba,”

~ hesaid.

However, Mr Kijja warned that this
transition exposes a deeper institution-
alcrisis. )

. “With the CDF and the military appa-
ratus now playing a central, managing
role in deciding legislative leadership, it

* is fundamentally absurd that the lead- -

* ership of independent arms of govern-
ment are being determined by actors
outside Parliament,”he regrets

Mr Kijja insists that Ugandans are wit-
nessing a de facto military takeover of
the Legislature.

“This overt interference severely dam-
ages the democratic princple of separa-
tion of powers and pokes massive holes
in the ability of the next Parliament to
be any better than the 11th. Instead of
a robust, independent watchdog, the
12th Parliament risks being born cap-
tive to military dictates.”

To contextualise PLU's alleged in-

Usa,

ence over judicial outcomes highlighy
the immense and overbearing polit.
cal weight PLU currently wields acrygg
all State structures in the pre-electign
landscape”

Former Aruu Colmty MP Odonga Oty
says we are seeing the leadership of e
._arrned forces and Executive determ; n-
ingwhat happens in the Parliamen;_

“The two have a deep hand in whg
should be the Speaker, yet the par|;;.
ment should check the Executive®
Otto said, warning that the 12th Parliy.

ment will be the weakest as jts leader.
ship will be determined by another ip.
stitution.

MrOdongosays Uganda has*four cen.
tres of power”, including President py.
seveni, who is more powerful than all
the institutions, Gen Muhoozi, Gen sy}
im Saleh, and First Lady Janet Musey.
eni.

The NRM is yet to formally comment
on this notion. Efforts to reach the Nry
director for communication Mr Emma-
nuel Dombo, and the senior manager
for Information, Communications, and
Public Relations at the NRM, Mr Rogers

| terference in the work of independ- = Mulindwa, for a comment were futile
ent arms of the government, Mr Ka- | bypress time.
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