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According to Mr Ka- 
banda, the decision 
to revoke Ms Among's 
endorsement followed 

“fresh guidance” from 
PLU chairperson Gen 
Kainerugaba. 

BY PHILIP WAFULA 
be Patriotic League of Uganda (PLU) has b describe ¢ the Intest warve o the poltical seere following the events that have shaped the incoming Partiamentary 

eadership m the past week. 
The PLU 15 loose political pressure £oup pushing for the Chiefof Deferver 

Forces (CDF) Gen Muhooss Kainer 
0 10 be the next leader of Ugandy af 
ter his ather. President Museen, Lact 
week. they withdrew their endorae ment of s Anita Afet Among and Mr Thomas Tayebwa as Speaker and Dep. uty Speaker of the 12th Parliament re- spectvely 
The newly swom-in Membens of Pan. 
Liament (MPY) are expected to elect a 
new Spesker and Deputy Speaker on 
May 25 The Speaker of Pariament 1 

one of the third mast powerful and re- 
vered office in the country’s govern- 
Aance structure. The announcement by 
the PLU Secretary General David Ka- 
banda formally quashed a March 11 

directive. urgang all PLU-eaning MPs. 
‘elect to rally behind the duo's re-elec 

tontnd 
“The endorsement of Ms Anita An- 
net Among and Mr Thomas Tayebwa 
as candidates for Speaker and Deputy 
Speaker respectively far the 12th Palia- 
‘ment of Uganda is retracted and with- 
drawn with immediate effect”Mr Ka- 
‘banda said at the PLU offices in Kolola, 
‘aKampala suburb. 
s Among had visted the same offic- 
eafew earhier ahead of Gen Ka- 

Run and rebuked 

ambitions of her own in the 2031 elec- 
nons. 
Ms Among became Speaker of the 

21th Parliament on jgarch 25,2022, re- 
‘placing the late Jacob Oulanyah, who 
died in office while Teceiving treat- 
‘ment in Seattle, USATo further down- 
play her ambitions for the presidency, 
Ms Among denied any knowledge of 
even coclang a gun,a weapan the aur- 
“rent President has been familiar with 
formost of his adultlife. 
Mr Kabanda said the decision to re- 
voke Ms Among’s endorsement fol- 
lowed*fresh guidance®from PLU chair- 
person, Gen Kainerugaba, who has 
since endorsed outgoing State Minister 
for Defence, Mr Jacob Oboth-Oboth for 
‘Speaker of Parliament. 
“He has been the best minister in our 

‘government for the past 5 years.I want 
tobe the first to endorse him for Speak: 
er of Parliament (2026-2031). God bless 
‘Hon Oboth-Oboth,”Gen Muhoozi post- 
edon his Xaccount. 
These remarks followed a high-level 

‘meetingat State House chaired by Pres- 
ident Museveni, which was reportedly 
attended by Ms Among and her prede- 
cessor, Ms Rebecca Kadaga. 
‘During Mr Oboth-Oboth's thanksgiv- 

ing ceremony in Mukono District at the 
weekend, Mr Kabanda informed the 
West Budama Central MP that as Pres- 
ident Museveni's preferred choice, he 
‘would become the Speaker of the 12th 
Parliament in-waiting. 
... This message has come from my 

chairman of PLU, and he has instruct- - 

PLU vs NRM: Who 
holds the cards? 

cuts cake at Gen Muhoozi Kainerugaba's 52nd birthday recently. 
PHOTO/PLU X HANDLE 

Jacob Oboth-Oboth during the celebration of the candidature announce- 
ment. PHOTO/IBRAHIM KAVUMA 

ed me 10 inform you that it has been 
endorsed by His Excellency the Pres- 
ident of Uganda,” Mr Kabanda said to 
thunderous applause from the over 300 
MPs-electinattendance. 
‘The NRM is yet torespond to this deci- 
sion, which lterally locked Ms Among 
and Mr Tayebwa out of retaining their 
former positions in the 12th Parlia- 
‘ment, going by the emerging strength 
©of Gen Muhoozi and his PLU. 

Aquiotcoup? ; 
Asked whether power has lowly hift 

ed from the NRM Secretariat to PLU, 
Prof Gerald Kagambirwe Karyeja, the 
dean ofthe School of Management Sci- 

‘ence at Uganda Management Institute 
(UMI),said the pressure group is nei- 
ther tuming backnor can be ignored. 

“Political actors have to either work 
withit,for it, around i, or againstit. It 
is thelatest wave inthe political scene,” 
he said on Sunday, adding that going 
forward, there will be an increase in 
theinfluenceand dominance of PLUin 
shaping the politics of NRM and the na- 
tion. 

“Next will be the formation of the 
Cabinetand ignificant positions n the 
countryItmay alsoemerge,notasa key 
factor in decision-making, but also in 
policy nitiation and legislation. We are 
goingtoseeanincrease in palitical ac 

*“The Opposition and activists are now 
tojoin (former Kira Municipality MP) 
Semuiju Nganda's narrative on PLU.es- 
pecially those who had either under- 
estimated or distnissed the outit This 
may include legal battles and massive 
socal mediaactvity” 
Prof Kagambirwe said PLUis position | caution’,zather than submission, 
ing itself to gain or increase political “It 
legitimacy forbeing reformist inthis  void commenting on political ¢, | 
hisanja term). 

banda said: Justce Teko 
been guided on how to ):m"“"' 
case court pettion): imvolving 2! ing Masaka Gty Woman MpAts v Nameere,and Ms Rose Nalubony S V) 
Nationa Uity Pltorm (5, ) ‘The initial results of the J, 15 polls had Ms Nalubourg s 3% With about 25,413 votes agaian 
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Nameere won with 25.502 votes 
MsNalubowa garnered 23,176, While the Judiiary is yet to e 
to Mr Kabanda's latest alegyy, 2 
fronting Justice 593 Teko 1o hesr ! 
should be interpreted S institutioy, -+ 

“ILis Common for the Judicyr, , | I ol 
fire until formal processes are g Governance esearcher Job Kijasays - However,the fct that political s 

the current friction between the NRM 
andPLU over the spealershiprace does 
not signal a total breakup, buta ignif- 
cant and troubling internal reconfigu- 
ration of power. 
“PLU s no longer just a mobilisation 

decisive kingmaker shaping wing buta 
institutional leadership”he says. 
MrKif: jaalsopointstothe overwhelm-  March, 2022, 

feel empowered to openiy claim i 

2022 
) 
LU 

ita Annet Among 
ing attendance of the MPs-elect at Mr . replaces the late Jacob Oulanyays 
Oboth-Oboths th: gceremony, - whohad passed on in Seattle, s, 
and open endorsements from NRM's R 
deputy Secretary General, Ms Rose-  ence over judicial outcomes highighy; 
‘mary Namayanya. 
“That proves that the NRM establish- 

the immense and overbearing pal; 
cal weight PLU currently wields acros 

‘ment s rapidly aligning with the stra- all State Structures i the pre-electicy 
Kainerugaba,” 2 tegic directionset by GenlKa 

hesaid. 
" landscape” 
Former Aruu County MP Odonga oy 

Howwever, Mr Kijja warned that this  says we are seeing the leadership of (0 
transition exposes a deeper institution  armed forces and Executive determin. 
alcrisis. 
“With the CDF and the military appa- 

ing what happens in the Parkiamen; 
“The two have a deep hand in who 

ratus now playing a central, managing  should be the Speaker, yet the Parisy. 
jslative leadership,it rolein deciding legislat ‘ment should check the Executive, y(; 

s fundamentally absurd that the lead- Ot said, warning that the 12th Pazty. 
ership ofindependent arms of govern-  ment will be the weakest as is eacig. 
‘ment are being determined by actors ship will be determined by another 
outside Parliament;”he regrets 
MrKijja nsists that Ugandans are wit- 

stitution. 
MrOdongosays Uganda has*four cen. 

nessing a e facto military takeover of - tres of power” including President vy 
theLegidature. seveni, who s more powerful than ) 
“Thisovertinterference severely dam-  the institutions, Gen Muhooz, Gen Soi 

ages the democraticpringiple ofsepara-  im Saleh, and First Lady Janet Musey. 
tionof powers and pokes massive holes  en. 
inthe ablity ofthe next Parliamentto The NRM s yetto formally comment 
be any better than the 11th.Instead of | on this notion. Efforts toreach the ot 
a robust independent watchdog, the  director for communication, Mr Emma: 
12th Parliament risks being born cap-  nuel Dombo, and the senior manager 
tivetomiliary dictates” for Information, Communications,and 
To contextualise PLU's alleged in- |~ Public Relations at the NRM,Mr Rogers 

terference in the work of independ- | Mulindwa, for a comment were futle 
ent arms of the government, Mr Ka- | bypress time. 
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