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-Science, technology register

Plan for the period 2010/11-2014/15.

drft report, said the document preseny .
hoth an opportunity and challenge 1,
ccjentiste, policy makers and ""Ve[v.[,
ment planners  to transform  sciey,
tific knowledge into development py,
grammes for the realisation of Ugandy.
development aspirations,

nium development goals, transforp,_
ing the economy from an agrarian ,,

on and . :
priorities of the National Development  swith the pace of generation, adopti INstroal. econaiy: &nd thﬂ"dngng

utilization of selence and technology in o Hhivipation [ FIoBAl FeAe and deo:

" - “Key among national aspirations j
the uplifting of the pnpulmlon.rrum
absolute poverty through gmvlmr.m of
basic human needs, achieving milloy,

[ KAYEOLA]

Results. Kayoola Solar Bus made In Uganda by Kilra Motors Corporation.
Uganda has made strides in sclence and technology. cousTesy ROTO

Progress. Science and
technology has registered
progress from being under
ministry of Finance to getting
an own ministry,
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KAMPALA. At the time of in-
dqp_(-ndcnco,therc were no ex-
plicit infrastructure to handle
seience, technology and inno-
vation,

This was revealed by Dr
Maxiwe) Otim, the deputy ex-
ecutive secretary Uganda Na-
tional Council of Science and
Technology.

He said some of the African
governments, started creating
Institutions to help them tap
Into science, technology and
Innovations. They also created
universities and other institu-
tlons to facilitate the sector.

“Asamatter of fact, Uganda
created what we call the Na-
tional Research Council in
1970, that was about 10 years
after independence and this
was basically to oversee re-
search that was being con-
ducted in the country,” Dr
Otim said.

He added: “Until 1990 when
anelaborate institution called
National Council for Science
Technology was created by
an Act of Parliament. In terms
of governance we have really
come along way.”

Dr Otim said originally, the
science, technology and in-
novation sector was placed
under the Ministry of Finance
and Economic development.

He said last year, govern-
ment created a ministry for
Science Technology and In-
novation as a dedicated min-
istry, which is growing and

will play a big role in terms of , .
x:go'l:c'yland governdnce. "..".", "L

Heads of State summit in Ad-
dis Ababa recommended that
each country commits 1 per
cent of its Gross Domestic
Product annually towards sci-
ence and technology as well
towards research and devel-
opment. “We did quite well at
one point, we went to about
0.6 per cent. But unfortunately
it has now dropped at the last
assessment itindicated about
0.35 per cent of the GDP” he
added.

Dr Otim looking at that as a
yardstick, Uganda still have a
long way to go but we are mak-
ing modest improvement.

Presidential support

There other support mech-
anism is the presidential sup-
port for scientists.

This is a funding mecha-
nism to leverage innovations
that some scientists come up
with and can be picked and
rolled out into the economy.

He added that this has
worked well as innovations
have come up.

There is also the national
science and technology pro-
gram which is also along that
road. It is a modest handing
that we put up for researchers
and innovators to compete for
funds.

“You put your idea on the
table and compete for money
and it is assessed. The idea
that seems to be very appeal-
ing and credible is one that
takes the day and we provide
this so that innovators can
polish their technology so
that it is commercialised,” Dr
Otim said.

In 2011, the Ministry of Fi-
nance drafted areport dubbed
“National Science, Technol-
ogy and Innovation Plan”. This
was revealing that the govern-.
ment.had placed science and

This draft explained that Uganda's devel-  the development process.
opment prospects are intricately linked

s, he clarified.
Finance minister Matia Kasaija, In the  opment processe: F:

RURAL ELECTRIFICATION AGENCY

“The Peoples Electricity Link”

The Board, Management and Staff of
Rural Electrification Agency congr:fltulate
H.E. the President of the Republic ?f
Uganda and all Ugandans upon marking
55 years of Independence.

Rural Electrification Agency remaips committed to ex::ndmg
electricity to Ugandans in an equitable and sust:fma e
manner to ensure socio-economic transformation.

: The Republic of
H.E.Yoweri Kaguia Museveni, the President of
Uganda commiss?uning powerline in Kalungu district in August 2017.
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