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BY ANTHONY WESAKA
,&JUUETKIGONGO

KAMPALA. Authorities in the Unit- |
ed States found no criminal record |
linked to Christopher Okello Onyum,

the prime suspect in the murder of four
toddlers at a daycare centre earlier this
month.

Detective Assistant Superintendent of

Police James Eserait told the High Court

mobile session in Ggaba yesterday that
investigators, through the office of the
Deputy CID Director, Ms Beata Chelimo,
formally wrote to the American Embas-

sy in Kampala seeking background in- |

formation on Okello, who had previous-
ly lived in the United States.

“The report from the Americans indi-
cated that the embassy had no known

criminal offence in their records regard-

ing Okello,”Eserait, who headed a team
of investigators in the toddlers’murder,
testified.

He said the report had been signed
off by Mr John W Alsup in his capacity
as supervisory special agent, overseas
criminal investigator.

The witness, appearing for a second i

consecutive day, said investigators also
sought to verify the authenticity of two
American passports recovered.from
Okello’s rented residence in Kyanja.
“The two passports were genuinely is-
sued to him."he’said.
Eserait further disclosed that police
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wrote to the Chief Licensing Officer in whether Okello held a valid driving li-
- the Ministry of Works and Transport, : cence.

Mr Winstone Katushabe, to establish | This followed findings that he had

day. PHOTO/ABU-

HEé sa1u yva_ ___

'America clears Okello of prior criminal record

¢ driven himself from Kyanjato Ggabaon |
. theeve of the alleged attack.

| “The response indicated that he on- '
i lyhad alearner’s permit, which had ex- |
. pired atthe time,"he told the court. f
i The witness added that investigators :
i also examined Okello’s bank accounts

i as part of efforts to understand his life-
¢ styleand financial status.

Further; the 15th prosecution witness

i said the American report to the Inspec-
. tor General of Police indicated that they
: had no knowledge of any of Okello’s
: mental health challenges.

But during the cross-examination, Mr

This was after he tasked Eserait with

Further in his testimony, the witness

fairs Muustryseeklngtﬂknrm”
history of Okello.
Eserait said, according to hj,
. Okello had last travelled out f, n
on January 28 via the Busij ;k, 471
Kenya and returned thrng),
border post on February 9.
According to the charge s},

- lois accused of unlawfully N 0]

deaths of Gideon Eteku, Keish, ,
worth Otim, Ignitius SSeru-’; 1
Ryan Odeke on April 2, at Gg;:

. Childhood Developmcnt Prr\

in Makindye DMSlOmKampal,
Postmortem findings indicat.,,
children died of hypovolemjc... ‘

. sulting from deep neck woun,, 4

The injuries were describeq .

: - cutting through the skin nec;.. "
: Richard Kumbuga, one of the defence °
. lawyers, said his client had spent be-
: tween eight and nine months at Butabi- :
: ka hospital treating mental health epi-
: sodes,an assertion that the prosecution .
¢ said they werenot aware of.

trachea, oesophagus, majr)rb
sels and nerves, with frﬂctum '
vertebra and complete trans..
thespinal cord.

Among the victims, Etely andy

: ange each suffered 14-centime..,
i neck wounds, while Agenory.
- whether he was aware that, between | :
- 2016 and 2025, his client,Okello,had epi- !
. sodes of mentalillness.
: “No, my lord,I’'m not in possession of :
- such information,”Eserait replied. i
Okello is facing four counts of murder
. forthe alleged fatal stabbing of toddlers
. at Ggaba Early Childhood Development
. Programme.He has denied the charges.

and Odeke sustained chmmp ’
Three of the children were n«

. nearby Wentz Medical Centret,

pronounced dead on arrival.
The trial, which is being cqp
in a community setting at Geay-

. munity Church playground, s
‘. ed over by Justice Alice Ko,
¢ Khaukha and continues to dray
. attention due to its pace and pr
said they also wrote to the Internal Af-

to the affected community,
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