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Career 

Mama Sang Kipozioffered him ooy, 
and a voluntary position at JEAN ne 
dia,Soon after,he secured an intern 
ship at Marimba Studios, spending 
year mastering audio engineering 
der Richard Mioka. 
‘That same year, he met Corry Moriar. 

tyamusic teacher from Canada. Wher, 
she heard him sing Malaika, she s 
shehad nothing o add to his voice. i, 
he insisted on vocal coachin, She g 
him money to rent his first small room, 
in Dar and, when she left Tanzani 

Mad Ice's journey, from the video halls 
of Bwaise to the airwaves of East Af- 
ricaand the cultural scene of Finland, 
is astory of reinvention. He became 
the artiste everyone thought they 
knew, while few ever knew where he 
actually came from. 

AIEEIYRARULY ave hima puitarthe same one he use 
"or a peneration of East Africans, the tocompose later hits. 
song Raby Galmnsports them back 
102003 Many Ugandans assumex! the Findinghis sound 
arisi behind i was Tanzanian, an In 2002, Mad e et Finnish prodc. 

er Miikka Mwamba Kari, who had pro. 
duced songs on Saida Karolis celebrar. 
ed album. Under Mwamba's prodic. 
tion, Mad Ice recorded his frst 5010 i 
gle, Wanadamu, about layalty and be. 
trayal. In December 2002, it Was re. 
leased and spread across Tanzania. 
Thobirthof Baby Gal 
*One morning, | called Miikka ang 

sanghim the chorusof Aaby Galmim. 
diately hesaid Thatisahit,Mad eere. 
members. 
Released in April 2003, the sonE oo 

‘over the country within weeks. The re. 
‘mixspread to Rwanda, Kenya, Uzand, 
Congo, and Malawi, becoming bigger 
thantheartiste himself. 

other name to add 1o the golden era ros- 
terthatincluded Lady Jaydee and Profes- 
sor Jay The Swahili was flawless, the vibe 
quintessentially Rongo Flava. But Mad 
Iee was actually a Ugandan boy from 
Buwaise who had learnt to blend in so 
scamlesdy that an entire region claimed 
him without knowing his real story: 
ThoBwalsoysars 
Ahmed Mohamed Kakoyi, known professionally as Mad ice, was born in Kagologolo, Masaka but grew up in Baise. Kampala. His first encoun- ter with Tanzania came in 1957 at sev- Snyears old,when his family elocated 

years.a period that gifted him the luent Swahili that would later 
i “There vere rumours that 1 asaic The famiy retumed to Ugandain 1900, young Tanzanian, yet 1 was sill s, but cconomie pressures soon forced his Uing, I remember beingin Nairobi anq parents back to Tanzania, leaving young ‘hearing the song in matatuswhile peg. ‘Kakoyi with guardians in Masaka. At 18, ple tried to guess the artiste. My frieng 

‘wanted to tell everyone it was me, bt 
Tasked him not to because I had noth. 
ing10show for the fame; he recollects. 
After the album was completed, 

he began tagzing along with Ssaza Mo 
bile Disco, working as a roadie in ex- 

formomentson the microphone. 
In 1999, he moved to Bwaise to join his 

uncle atamotor repair garage. When he Mwambahad a disagreement vith the asked 1o paint artwork on taxisinsteadof studio owner and e for Finlan. Bt 
doing panel beating, his uncle dismissed in2004,hereached out and invited Mad. theidea. Mad lcelef, eventually working 
in video halls and selling Cool Cool bar 
‘on Kampalas streets. Back in Tanzania, 
‘word reached his parents that he had be- 
comeathuganda drug user This was be- 
fore mobile phones when misinforma- 
tion spread easily. 
Thejourney to Tanzania 
When MV Bukoba sank on Lake Victo- 

riain 1996, claiming more than 800 lives, adapt. 
Mad Ice's world stopped. His parents “Istopped hanging around Ugandan, 
werein Tanzaniaand had been planning T Madce relo- Most of the time,1spoke only Kiswahil, 
atnp. Fear consumed him. He boarded catodtoFinland  When asked where ] was from, [ vould MV Victoria from Port Bellto Mwanza. in2005,where  say Mwanza. Part of my childhood “Tremember being detained in the cell howorkedasa  was there. had friends who knew . 
of the MV Victoria”he recalls.“They in- radiopresenter  as their own,"he recalls. That s how 
terrogated me.1 gave them my parents' formore than 10 Ugandan boy from Bwaise blended <o 
contact.but no one was picking up.1 was years. PHOTOS/  seamlessly into Bongo Flava. 

BETTY KAKULU. 
Finlandand beyond 

later released™ 

Mad Ice relocated to Finland in 2005, 
‘When he finally reached his family, 

he was met with suspicion.”I kept get- 
‘where he worked as a radio present’ 
er for more than 10 years,a perform. 

Jee tojoin him. 1 signed a threeag: 
contract with Mwamba Recor 
started flying in and out for work: he 
says. 
Surviving Tanzaniaimmigration 
During atense period after a heist i 

Kinondoni, Tanzanian authorities be. 
gan arresting undocumented Ugan. 
dans and Rwandans forcing Mad lcc 

ting the‘Are you okay?'questions Later,1 
found out they had been told 1 had gone 
‘mad and was on drugs™ er.and producer. He founded and host. Once reunited, he immediately started ; ed*Afro Sunday*(AfrosundayHelsinls) Jooking for gigs Anything to survive. ‘which became the biggest Afro cvent 

platform n Finland for 13 Finding footingin Tanzania He received the 2022 AfroFinns 
Achievement Award in the music cate- 
gory and served on The Arts Promotion 
Centre Finland (Taike) as a member of the Uusimaa Art Council from 2023 1, 2024, 
After nearly two decades in Finlang he still calls Uganda home. He contin, ues 105ing in Swahili and Tava 4 ety 

In Mwanza, Mad Ice taught Kindergar- 
ten in the mornings, worked at a video 
Xibrary in the evenings, and spent week- 

pested they travel to Dar es Salaam to e 
cord. 
102001, Mad Ice found himself thrown 
out 0nto the streets by the same people 
who had brought him to Dar. Journalist 
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